
Inspection of Wyld Thyngz Forest 
School Kindergarten
Woodland Nr Trelyn, Frogwell Road, Callington, Cornwall PL17 7HN

Inspection date: 10 November 2021

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children arrive with excitement and anticipation of what lies ahead in the forest. 
They stomp through the muddy path, pulling and pushing the trolley as they talk 
about the 'thick squelchy mud' and feel 'huffy and puffy'. The children experience 
the awe and wonder of a storybook before they enter the forest. The story 
captures their imagination. They talk about what may happen next and they tune 
in to the sounds and sights around them.
Children behave well, are kind and considerate to each other and attentive staff 
ask how they feel. Children seek each other out to play and say please and thank 
you. Children are resilient in the setting. If they fall, they get back up and carry on. 
They show independence skills as they access the handwashing station and move 
around the outdoor environment confidently.
Parents do not enter the forest. This helps to reduce the risk of transmission of 
COVID-19. Staff inform parents of what the children have done during the day and 
receive regular updates from an online platform. Parents speak highly about what 
the children gain from the setting. They wish their children could attend more 
because they 'learn as they do' and are 'fully immersed' in learning.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Communication is a strength at the setting. Staff commentate on what the 
children do and, because of this, children describe their actions as they do them. 
Children explore pumpkins enthusiastically and test different tools to make 
holes. They use screws, nails and hammers and talk about patterns as they 
make them. Children recall using stronger knives when chopping vegetables 
compared with 'bendy' knives to carve the pumpkin. Staff support children's 
long-term memory by revisiting past experiences.  

n Children love to count at the setting. They point out numbers to each other and 
find their age on a board. They confidently count up to 10 and talk about what 
number comes next or after their age. Staff help children to count their steps in 
the mud and use snack time to promote mathematics. Children group their 
raisins together and talk about who has more and who has less. 

n Learning happens in all areas of the forest school. Staff value children's 'voices' 
as they help to design play equipment, such as the trapeze on the climbing tree 
and make games to swing on it and touch their friends with their feet. This 
supports children's physical development. Children further develop their 
balancing skills and upper body strength as they clamber on large cargo nets.

n Children learn how to be safe. They cut apples with knives with gentle reminders 
from staff on how best to hold the knife. Children toast the apples on sticks in 
the campfire and remind each other that the end is hot and to be careful. Songs 
sung around the fire as children play makes them feel happy and peaceful. 

n Books are a favourite at the setting. Children bring in books from home to share 
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with their friends, such as a book about 'Our Planet'. A storyteller visits the 
setting regularly. This enhances children's understanding about the world. 
However, children could broaden their knowledge further by learning more 
about the local community and the people in it.  

n Caring and passionate staff support children's individual needs well. Staff use 
visual timetables and prompts to help children understand what is coming next, 
although children could benefit further from strategies to support learning and 
development at home. Emotion cards help children to find the words to express 
how they are feeling. 

n The manager and her team are highly reflective and committed to providing 
good outcomes for children. Recent training on planning and a reduction in 
paperwork allows staff to spend more time with children. This improves the 
quality of learning. The manager collaborates with other providers where the 
children attend. This enriches the children's development, as staff share their 
interests and next steps.   

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff have training in paediatric and outdoor first aid. This ensures they can 
respond appropriately to accidents. Staff carry out thorough risk assessments in 
the setting, including regular visits from a tree surgeon to monitor the trees. 
Additionally, children help to paint trip hazards on the ground to reduce falls. These 
procedures help to keep the environment safe. Staff have completed various 
safeguarding training and have a sound awareness of what to do if a child was at 
risk of harm. Staff are confident in liaising with outside agencies and this promotes 
the well-being of the children.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n explore opportunities to develop children's knowledge of the local community
n plan and organise ways to support children's learning and development at home.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY563037

Local authority Cornwall

Inspection number 10206528

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

3 to 7

Total number of places 10

Number of children on roll 14

Name of registered person Wyld Thyngz Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP563036

Telephone number 07581845455

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Wyld Thyngz Forest School Kindergarten registered in 2019 and is situated in a 
woodland area near the village of Pillaton in Cornwall. It is open on weekdays 
during term time only. The kindergarten offers free early education funding for 
three- and four-year-old children. There are three members of staff. The manager 
has qualified teacher status and is a forest school leader. One member of staff has 
early years professional status and the other member holds a level 3 qualification. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Jemma Honey
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the setting received since the COVID-19 
pandemic. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the setting 
and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the setting. 

n The manager and inspector completed a learning walk together and discussed 
the learning intentions of the setting. 

n The inspector observed interactions and spoke to children and parents to gain 
their views of the provision.

n A joint observation was carried out with the manager to observe the quality of 
teaching. The inspector also tracked the experiences of children. 

n Documentation was reviewed, including checks on suitability, children's 
accidents/incident forms and children's application forms. 

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2021
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