
Childminder report

Inspection date: 25 November 2021

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Requires improvement



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children are positive and motivated learners. They actively hunt for treasure in the 
garden and delight when they find a silver coin. The childminder has high 
expectations for children. She provides a bright and stimulating learning 
environment. Children are amazed to find water in the tray has frozen into a sheet 
of ice. Children's communication skills are excellent. Young children use descriptive 
language to describe features of the ice, such as 'cold' and 'not warm'. They learn 
new language rapidly, such as 'melting' and 'frozen'. Children make marks on the 
ice using the tips of their fingers. They enthusiastically talk to visitors about their 
play and investigation. Children are safe, happy and content.

Children show they are developing resilience, concentration and determination. 
They beam with pride as they successfully pick up small pasta pieces with 
tweezers, developing their finger muscles. The childminder carefully adapts 
activities to ensure all children can participate. Younger children are able to use 
larger pinchers to pick up their pasta shapes.

As a result of COVID-19, some routines have been altered. However, children have 
taken the changes to routines well and have benefited from many of these. For 
example, the childminder places even more emphasis on promoting health and 
hygiene. Children cover their mouths when they cough and older girls know to 
cough into their arm. Children and the childminder sing lively songs. They repeat 
the song again to ensure they have spent long enough washing their hands, even 
the youngest children place paper towels in the bin without prompting. They are 
clear in the consistent hygiene practices.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Children receive an exciting and interesting curriculum. Overall, the curriculum is 
planned well to give children new experiences and to help them to make good 
progress. Children show a keen interest in books and reading. They are 
beginning to recognise that print carries meaning. Children eagerly join in with 
repeated phrases. Younger boys anticipate what will happen next in lift-the-flap 
books. Older children feign surprise when a familiar character is revealed.

n Snack time is a rich, social occasion. Children independently peel fruit, use 
excellent table manners and assertively tell the childminder what they had for 
breakfast at home. The childminder listens to them intently, offering cues to 
help them to extend the conversation. Children show high levels of self-esteem, 
secure in the knowledge that their contributions to discussions are valued.

n The childminder knows what she wants children to achieve. However, she does 
always take account of their prior knowledge, particularly when promoting 
mathematical awareness. For example, she asks children to recognise numerals 
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when they are not quite ready for this stage of learning. Younger children are 
encouraged to continue counting when they are not sure which number comes 
next. Nonetheless, older children count in sequence and match colours. Children 
repeat some mathematical language, such as 'heavy' and 'smaller', when 
comparing the size of slate and stones outdoors.

n Parents are fully involved in children's learning. The childminder shares a 
quarterly review of children's progress. This includes a detailed account to show 
parents how children are developing. The childminder also provides a daily 
update at the door. This helps to inform parents about children's individual 
interests, daily activities and any required care information. Parents praise the 
childminder. They say that she helps children to make excellent progress and 
that children are excited to attend.

n The childminder takes children to a local playgroup. She uses these 
opportunities to introduce children to people, particularly those who may be 
different to themselves. The childminder teaches children about different 
festivals and special events. Children recently celebrated Diwali by making 
Rangoli pictures. Children are helped to develop awareness of the diverse 
community in which they live.

n Self-evaluation includes the views of parents. The local authority adviser also 
provides support and guidance. The childminder has reflected on the quality of 
her provision since the last inspection. She has made very positive changes. She 
keeps herself updated and informed by accessing online training. She completes 
website searches to seek out new information. Due to COVID-19, the 
childminder had to modify some aspects of her practice. This included looking at 
other ways for children to keep their teeth clean. Recent training on oral health 
has provided her with new ways to promote children's dental hygiene.

n Overall, children follow the childminder's expectations for positive behaviour. 
The childminder uses some good methods, such as a sand timer, to encourage 
waiting for short periods. However, very occasionally, children are reluctant to 
share or take turns with others. When this happens, the childminder does not 
always make sure that children know why rules are in place or explain why some 
behaviour is unacceptable. That said, children establish good friendships, know 
the routines and help to tidy-up toys when they have finished playing with them.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The childminder keeps children safe. The front door is locked and safety gates 
prevent access to unsupervised areas. The childminder knows the steps to take if 
she is worried about a child. The childminder is confident in the procedure to follow 
in the event of an allegation. The childminder completes regular child protection 
training. This  helps her to be able to recognise different forms of child abuse and 
the signs to be alert to. The childminder has risk assessed the impact of her pets to 
help to protect children. The dogs do not enter the children's play room. The 
childminder adopts procedures to keep her home clean. Shoes are taken off at the 
door before entering the premises and hand sanitiser is available in the entrance 
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area.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n focus more precisely on giving children the knowledge they need to be ready for 
what comes next, particularly in relation to their mathematical understanding

n give consistent messages regarding the expectations for behaviour and help 
children to start to understand the consequences of their actions.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY413654

Local authority Manchester

Inspection number 10132250

Type of provision Childminder

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Childminder

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

1 to 3

Total number of places 6

Number of children on roll 5

Date of previous inspection 12 November 2019

Information about this early years setting

The childminder registered in 2010 and lives in Manchester. She operates all year 
round from 8am to 6pm, Monday to Friday, except for bank holidays and family 
holidays. The childminder holds a relevant early years qualification at level 3.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Layla Davies
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the childminder received since the COVID-
19 pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with 
the childminder and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the 
setting.

n The quality of education was observed indoors and outdoors and the inspector 
assessed the impact this has on children's learning.

n The inspector viewed the premises and the intent of the curriculum was 
discussed.

n The childminder and the inspector evaluated an activity together.
n Children were spoken to. 
n Relevant documentation was checked and discussed, such as policies and 

procedures. The inspector reviewed the childminder's self-evaluation and 
checked evidence of her suitability and the suitability of household members.

n The childminder and inspector held ongoing discussions throughout the 
inspection.

n The inspector gathered written feedback from parents.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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