Inspection of Knutsford Community
Pre-school
Knutsford JMI School, Balmoral Road, WATFORD WD24 7ER

Inspection date:

24 November 2021

Overall effectiveness

Outstanding

The quality of education

Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes

Outstanding

Personal development

Outstanding

Leadership and management

Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous
inspection

Outstanding

What is it like to attend this early years setting?
The provision is outstanding
Children thrive in the extremely well-resourced and inviting environment that
thoroughly engages their interests. They eagerly settle to enticing activities and
enjoy shaping these to meet their own interests, for example turning dough into
mashed potato to use in the role-play kitchen, and develop a painting activity into
preparing their own wrapping paper.
Children at the pre-school have a big voice. All children feel able to say what they
want to happen and when. This means that all children have many learning
opportunities that respond specifically to their needs and help them make their
best possible progress. They know that they can use their voices to ask for things
they want, to share their own thoughts and ideas and that the adults who care for
them will listen to them.
Children show that they feel very safe at pre-school. They follow the excellent
example of staff who treat all children with great respect. This builds strong
emotional security and children are very responsive to the needs of others. All
children delight in daily exercise routines. They jump, turn and stretch and know
how to feel their hearts to show the effects of exercise on their bodies. They learn
to keep themselves safe and healthy.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it
need to do better?
n The needs of all children, including those who are at risk of disadvantage, are
exactingly met. The curriculum is exciting, child focused and supports all
children. Teaching is of an extremely high quality. Staff understand and focus on
children's individual learning needs and their emotional needs are considered
throughout all activities and engagements. Children develop swiftly and show an
extremely positive attitude towards learning.
n The outdoor and indoor environments are thoughtfully designed to meet
children's needs. Children can access nearly all resources safely and
independently to follow their own choices in their play. Staff are always on hand
to guide them, making thoughtful and helpful suggestions. They also know when
to stand back and enable children to develop an idea themselves. This helps all
children to follow their own ideas through to their conclusion, and learn to solve
problems independently. Children know that their interests and opinions are fully
considered in all activities and experiences. They show their highly developed
problem-solving skills as they work out how to take a train on a journey. They
follow available map cards to find out where the train is going to.
n Children develop superb communication and language skills. Staff weave
opportunities for using and hearing new language throughout all activities. When
reading, they take care to stretch children's knowledge as they help them sound
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out and explore new words. Children develop new vocabulary rapidly, such as
knowing that another word for suitcase is luggage, and another word for oven is
stove. Staff prompt children to use conversational language throughout
activities. They share their news with the group each day and use working toy
phones to have lively conversations with their friends who are in other parts of
the pre-school. This particularly supports children who may be less confident to
speak face to face.
n Relationships with parents are excellent. Children, including those with specific
needs, all benefit from the close communication between staff and their homes.
This means that staff are fully aware of children's specific learning and care
needs and take extremely effective steps to support these. Parents praise the
great care that staff show their children and understand all the steps that the
pre-school team take to keep their children safe and well. They particularly
appreciate the regular contact, activity ideas, emotional and practical support
that the staff team have offered any child not at pre-school during the COVID-19
pandemic.
n All children make rapid progress considering their starting points. Children who
may have special educational needs and/or disabilities benefit from staff's close
attention and sharp focus on supporting them to achieve their full potential.
Staff handle sensitive situations with great skill. This helps them to successfully
improve all children's speech and language skills, and to engage parents
carefully when children may need expert help.
n Staff are extremely knowledgeable and receive ample training and support to
fulfil their roles to a very high quality. Their dedication to the children they care
for is shown in their ability to engage their interests and listen to their ideas.
Staff are all thoroughly aware of the learning intentions and priorities for each
child so are able to instinctively adapt activities to meet the needs of every child.
For example, they encourage children to build towers on a light box, helping
those who need more confidence to try the next part of the tower, and to try
again when the tower falls down.

Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.
Staff and leaders are fully committed to, and prepared for, the protection of all
children in their care, and when they move on to other settings. They are thorough
and robust in their approach to monitoring children's welfare, for example
challenging parents about absences and any pre-existing injuries. Monitoring of
developing concerns is consistent and thorough to enable any issues to be referred
at the earliest opportunity. Training provided for staff is extremely effective and
helps maintains the highest knowledge and commitment towards the protection of
children.

Inspection report: Knutsford Community Pre-school
24 November 2021

3

Setting details
Unique reference number

130639

Local authority

Hertfordshire

Inspection number

10127375

Type of provision

Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers

Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type

Sessional day care

Age range of children at time of
inspection

2 to 4

Total number of places

28

Number of children on roll

33

Name of registered person

Knutsford Community Pre-School Committee

Registered person unique
reference number

RP901990

Telephone number

01923 466 025

Date of previous inspection

16 December 2015

Information about this early years setting
Knutsford Community Pre-school was registered in 1974. The pre-school employs
eight members of childcare staff. Of these, six hold appropriate early years
qualifications, including five with a qualification at level 3 and one with qualified
teacher status. The pre-school opens from Monday to Friday, term time only.
Sessions are from 8.45am to 11.45 am and from 12.20pm to 3.20pm. The preschool provides funded early education for two-, three- and four-year-old children.
It supports children who speak English as an additional language.

Information about this inspection
Inspector
Naomi Brown
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Inspection activities
n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.
n The inspector viewed all areas of the provision and discussed the safety and
suitability of the premises.
n The deputy manager, manager and inspector completed a learning walk
together of all areas of the nursery and discussed the early years curriculum.
n Children shared their views with the inspector.
n The inspector carried out joint observations with the manager and deputy
manager.
n The inspector looked at relevant documentation and evidence of the suitability of
staff working in the nursery.
We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the
early years foundation stage.
If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.

Inspection report: Knutsford Community Pre-school
24 November 2021

5

The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding
and child protection.
If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.
You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk
This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.
Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.
Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD
T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
© Crown copyright 2021
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