
Inspection of Bamford Pre-School 
Playgroup
Methodist School Rooms, Main Road, Bamford, HOPE VALLEY, Derbyshire S33 0AY

Inspection date: 12 November 2021

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Requires improvement



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children very much enjoy exploring and investigating the activities and toys on 
offer at pre-school. They experiment and succeed in mixing coloured liquids using 
pipettes and syringes. Staff provide this activity to help children develop good hand 
control, working towards being able to hold a pencil. Staff found that children 
struggle with holding a pencil following COVID-19 lockdown periods.

Children watch and learn from staff who model how to negotiate with each other 
during play and how to share and take turns. This shows quieter children how they 
can join in play with others. Three- and four-year-old children form firm 
friendships. Children respond positively to the challenges that staff present them 
with. For example, children who are reluctant to venture in areas such as the 
muddy area, are enticed by staff who use some of the children's favourite toys to 
encourage them in. Children enjoy these new experiences and learn that it is safe 
to take these risks with support from adults.

Children enjoy stories that are read to them by staff, who use their voices to 
capture children's attention. Children become enthralled by familiar stories and join 
in with familiar phrases from the 'story of the week'. They shout out 'a squash and 
a squeeze' when the staff member pauses for them to join in.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The manager and management committee have worked together well since the 
last inspection. They have taken positive action to address the weaknesses that 
were identified. Staff now have a better understanding of potential risks to 
children. In particular, they know how to help children to stay safe when taking 
part in online activity, such as playing games. Parents also have access to 
information about online safety to help with educating children at home.

n Staff know the children well. They understand how each child prefers to learn 
and what the children's special interests are. Staff use this knowledge to provide 
opportunities for children to develop their skills and understanding of the world 
around them. For example, staff talk to children about 'fast' and 'slow', and help 
children to notice how a truck moves differently on flat ground and a slope. 
However, there are times when staff do not give children enough time to think 
for themselves. For example, when staff ask a question, they occasionally 
provide the answer to the child.

n Staff recognise that some children have had little social time away from their 
home and parents during the COVID-19 pandemic. Staff have taken great care 
to help parents to settle children into pre-school. Children enter the pre-school 
with confidence and quickly settle to play.

n Parents are pleased with the help and support they and their children receive 
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from the pre-school. Parents comment that since attending pre-school, their 
children have gained confidence. They say their children's communication, 
language and understanding have improved noticeably.

n Staff provide children with a wide range of opportunities to be active. Children 
play outdoors in a safely enclosed area. This includes steps and slopes, 
challenging children to move and negotiate these features safely. Staff provide 
equipment to enhance children's outdoor learning and further help their physical 
development. For instance, children use spades and containers to dig in the 
muddy area. 

n The committee understands its responsibilities. It actively supports and monitors 
the staff. Staff have regular meetings with the manager. New staff have a 
thorough induction, which includes mandatory training, such as safeguarding, 
safety, and equality and diversity. There is a positive approach to staff 
development to enhance the learning experiences for children. For example, one 
staff member is forest-school trained. Children now access forest-school sessions 
where they learn how to use tools safely.

n Staff model to children how to play and use equipment. They repeat what they 
do and say so that children can watch, listen and copy. They help children to 
explore new experiences and explain how things work. For example, after 
watching a staff member, a two-year-old child who was new to the setting could 
roll play dough into a ball and cut a dough sausage using scissors. Older, more-
experienced children use rolling pins and shape cutters with skill and control. 
This demonstrates that children have opportunities to practise and develop their 
skills.

n Some games designed to help children to develop their understanding of sounds 
and rhymes are not appropriate. One game used unfamiliar names for objects. 
For example, a trolley was labelled as a waggon. This limits the learning that 
children experience as they could not find the picture for the rhyming word, 
which was a dragon.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff all have a good understanding of their role and responsibilities as adults 
providing care and education for children. They confidently describe indicators that 
a child may be at risk of abuse or have been abused. Staff understand what to do 
if they do have any concerns. They know the pre-school procedures and the 
external organisations that they must report any incidents or concerns to. Risk 
assessments are completed and children are taught about how to stay safe in a 
range of situations, including online and in woodland areas. Staff have suitability 
checks and recruitment procedures are secure.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:
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n develop staff understanding of how to use questions to enhance children's 
learning, so that children have the opportunity to think and respond before an 
adult answers for them

n review the suitability of resources, particularly games to support children's 
understanding of words and sounds, so that they are appropriate to the 
children's knowledge and do not adversely affect the learning opportunity.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY264709

Local authority Derbyshire

Inspection number 10145984

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 4

Total number of places 20

Number of children on roll 16

Name of registered person Bamford Pre-School Playgroup Committee

Registered person unique 
reference number RP909041

Telephone number 07591 979 051

Date of previous inspection 21 January 2020

Information about this early years setting

Bamford Pre-School Playgroup registered in 2003 and is located in Hope Valley, 
Derbyshire. The pre-school employs four members of childcare staff. Of these, 
three hold appropriate early years qualifications at level 3 and one holds an early 
years qualification at level 6. The pre-school opens during term time on Monday 
and Wednesday from 9am until 1pm and on Tuesday, Thursday and Friday from 
9am until 3pm. The pre-school provides funded early education for three- and four-
year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Joanne Smith
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider. 

n The manager and inspector completed a learning walk together and discussed 
the early years curriculum.

n The inspector spoke to staff at appropriate times and took account of their 
views.

n The inspector spoke to a representative of the management committee about 
the leadership and management of the pre-school.

n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided indoors and 
outdoors, and assessed the impact this was having on children's learning.

n The inspector carried out a joint observation of a group activity with the 
manager.

n The inspector spoke to several parents and took account of their views.
n The inspector looked at relevant documentation and reviewed evidence of the 

suitability of staff working in the pre-school.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.

Inspection report: Bamford Pre-School Playgroup
12 November 2021 6

http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report


The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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