
Inspection of Active Kids
Hangleton Dental Practice, 8 West Way, Hove, Sussex BN3 8LD

Inspection date: 17 November 2021

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children benefit from a caring and professional staff team who know how to 
support their learning effectively. Staff know what it is they would like children to 
achieve in their time at the nursery. Children learn many skills to support them as 
they prepare to move on to the next stage in their education. For instance, children 
learn to take turns and play cooperatively with their friends. Children behave well. 
They know and understand the rules of the nursery. For example, they respond 
swiftly to requests to tidy up the bricks they leave on the floor. Children are 
developing a good understanding of how to keep themselves and the environment 
safe for their friends to play in.

Children are engaged and self-motivated to play and learn. They make choices and 
decisions, such as what to play with and where to play. Younger children enjoy the 
opportunity to play in the stimulating outdoor space where they can freely move 
about and practice their walking skills. Older children clearly relish the challenge of 
the climbing wall outdoors and trying to walk on stilts. They show a can-do attitude 
to learning.

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the nursery has reviewed their contact with 
parents and methods of communication. Parents share extremely positive feedback 
about staff's care of their children and good communication systems.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Staff know the children they care for very well. They understand how small 
steps to support children's learning now will make a difference longer term. For 
instance, staff encourage children to use signs and gestures and make sounds 
and babble as they start to learn to communicate. However, staff do not always 
organise the learning environment in a way that best supports children's 
developing communication skills. For instance, they occasionally leave music 
playing, which makes it difficult for children to hear what staff are saying. 

n Children enjoy engaging story times. They listen attentively to traditional tales 
and modern stories read by engaging staff. Staff's deployment is effective in 
supporting all children to benefit from story time activities.  

n Children learn about mathematical concepts as they play. They sort out big and 
small wheels, for instance, as they construct cars and find blocks of different 
shapes. Staff support children to learn about the natural world as they take part 
in engaging activities. They comment on what children are doing, such as when 
they plant big and small bulbs in the outdoor space, and talk to children about 
flowers growing in the spring.

n Staff know what children can do and understand when they start at the nursery. 
They use this knowledge from parents to build on and extend children's learning. 
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For instance, they support younger children to learn to feed themselves and 
walk, and older children to make friends. Staff support children's physical and 
social development effectively.  

n Children take pride in their achievements. For example, children beam with 
delight when they find their coat pegs and hang their coats up by themselves. 
Staff are close by to readily offer support, if necessary, to prevent children 
becoming frustrated.  

n Staff encourage children to become independent. Most children learn to serve 
their own meals, for example, and take off their shoes when they enter the 
nursery. They confidently know where to find tissues to blow their noses. 

n Occasionally, staff complete tasks that children could manage themselves. At 
times, staff do not make the most of opportunities to fully support children as 
they play and through daily routines. For instance, they do not make effective 
use of children building towers to support counting or make comparisons of 
height.  

n The manager and owner are reflective and evaluate the nursery to ensure they 
continually adapt and develop it to benefit the children and their families. 
Additional funding has been invested in the outdoor learning spaces, for 
example, to encourage and support children who need extra opportunities to 
develop their physical skills.  

n The manager has a clear understanding of the strengths of her staff team and 
where they need further support and mentoring. She ensures that all staff have 
opportunities to develop their skills and knowledge. They attend regular training, 
for example, and the manager and owner are positive role models in the rooms. 
Staff comment they feel well supported to carry out their jobs to provide good 
quality care for children.  

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The manager ensures staff are suitable to work with children. Safeguarding is a 
high priority in the nursery, and new staff complete appropriate training before 
they begin working with children. Staff have a good understanding of child 
protection and wider safeguarding issues, such as how to promote online safety to 
children. Staff know their role is to keep children safe and promote their well-being. 
They understand the procedures to pass on any concerns they may have about 
children's welfare. Staff know about whistle-blowing and how to report concerns 
about other members of staff. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n strengthen staff's understanding of how to help children develop their 
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communication skills more effectively
n help staff to make the most of teaching opportunities that arise as children play 

and through daily routines to support children's learning even further.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2520055

Local authority Brighton and Hove

Inspection number 10208016

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 6

Total number of places 62

Number of children on roll 72

Name of registered person The Amin Group Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number 2520054

Telephone number 01273911876

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Active Kids registered in 2019. The nursery is situated in the Hangleton area of 
Brighton, East Sussex. The nursery is open Monday to Friday, from 7.30am to 
6.30pm, throughout the year. The nursery receives funding for free early years 
education for children aged two, three and four years. Eight of the fourteen staff  
hold qualifications at level 3 and above. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Emma Dean
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken this into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The manager joined the inspector on a learning walk and talked to the inspector 
about the curriculum and what they intend for the children to learn.

n The inspector completed a joint observation with the manager. 
n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided indoors and 

outside and assessed the impact this was having on children's learning. 
n A meeting was held between the inspector, the owner and the manager. The 

inspector looked at relevant documentation and saw evidence of suitability of 
staff. 

n Parents shared their views of the nursery with the inspector. 

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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