
Inspection of Humpty Dumpty 
Childcare Ltd / Kingsteignton
Kingsteignton School, Heron Way, Kingsteignton, Newton Abbot, Devon TQ12 3QY

Inspection date: 12 November 2021

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

The nursery has a strong ethos and has values that are personal, professional and 
nurturing. Children enjoy their time and are eager to investigate and explore the 
wide range of activities on offer. Staff are keen to ensure that babies develop good 
social skills as they sit in low-level chairs at the table together when eating meals. 
Toddlers develop their confidence. Staff further support their curious minds and 
develop their understanding through play. Older children learn to make their own 
decisions through self-directed play. All children make good progress from their 
starting points in preparation for their future learning. Due to COVID-19 
restrictions, the nursery has been vigilant to ensure everyone stays safe. Staff take 
the temperature of all those who come into the nursery. They ensure everyone 
uses an anti-bacterial hand gel before entering to help reduce the risk of 
transmission. Children behave exceptionally well. Staff positively guide them to 
understand the rules of the nursery, for example helping them to recognise the 
difference between right and wrong. Children feel safe and secure. They show a 
positive attitude to learning and particularly enjoy the freedom of being able to 
play outdoors as much as possible. Staff actively promote healthy lifestyles, for 
example helping children to understand the benefits of nutritious food and 
exercise. The nursery chef provides hot meals daily for all, including those who 
may be vulnerable or disadvantaged.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The nursery has formed strong links with parents and carers. Staff send home 
weekly activities for all children to engage in to support their overall 
development. Parents highly recommend the nursery commenting on how their 
children 'thrive' at nursery and how supportive staff are. Through written 
feedback, parents comment on the excellent communication via an online app. 
They talk about how the nursery celebrates children's achievements, helping to 
build children's self-esteem effectively.  

n Staff ensure that all children, including those who receive additional funding, 
take their full entitlement to nursery sessions. They quickly identify those 
children who may require extra support and use funding wisely to help meet 
their needs. For instance, through staff training to enhance teaching or by 
purchasing specific resources.

n Leaders have a strong understanding of their roles and responsibilities. They can 
identify the strengths of the nursery and where to make changes for an even 
better practice. For example, leaders are keen to maximise the outdoor space to 
its full potential to benefit children's all-round development. Staff are 
enthusiastic to develop signs through songs to support children's communication 
skills.

n Children have good opportunities to bake and they learn about different food 
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and kitchen equipment. Staff help them to measure ingredients using scales and 
children learn new mathematical language, such as '150 grams'. Children 
develop good independence skills. They enjoy spooning flour into a bowl and 
mixing the ingredients together. However, at times, staff do not always help 
older children to build on their existing skills during group activities to extend 
them even further. 

n Staff are passionate about providing children with as many real and natural 
objects as they can. Babies enjoy exploring pine cones, for example as they roll 
them across the floor. Toddlers investigate tins and packets, such as pasta and 
porridge, in their role play kitchen. Older children play imaginatively in the 'mud 
kitchen', based on their own experiences. 

n All children have opportunities to make and explore dough to help strengthen 
their finger muscles in preparation for early writing. Children enjoy making 
marks using a variety of resources. Babies explore 'chunky' chalks, and toddlers 
enjoy painting with a brush on an easel. Older children enjoy giving meaning to 
their drawings, although staff do not consistently support them to hold writing 
tools effectively to help them practise their skills.

n Staff ensure all children benefit from visiting areas in the local community. For 
instance, babies and younger children enjoy trips to the park to help develop 
their physical skills. Older children walk to the nearby shop to buy food for snack 
and their role play area. They explore their surroundings and bring back natural 
items from their walk to investigate. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Leaders and staff have a clear understanding of their role to help protect children 
from harm and know who to report their concerns to. Staff have implemented a 
specific information board for parents to access, should they worry about a child's 
well-being. The nursery has an effective recruitment procedure in place. Leaders 
ensure that newly appointed staff have the relevant skills and experience before 
working with children. A robust induction process also ensures their suitability. 
Existing staff are equally monitored. They attend frequent supervision meetings to 
ensure their ongoing suitability. Leaders routinely observe staff practice to ensure it 
benefits all children.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n ensure group activities for older children build upon their existing skills to help 
them make even further progress in their development

n consistently help older children to develop the skills needed for early writing 
more effectively.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2540270

Local authority Devon

Inspection number 10208666

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 4

Total number of places 48

Number of children on roll 82

Name of registered person Humpty Dumpty Childcare Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP906541

Telephone number 07966 513281

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Humpty Dumpty Childcare Ltd / Kingsteignton registered in 2019. It is situated in 
Kingsteignton Primary School in Kingsteignton, Devon. The nursery opens Monday 
to Friday from 7.30am to 6pm, all year round. It provides free early education 
funding for children aged two, three and four years. There are 19 members of 
staff. Of these, one holds qualified teacher status, two hold qualifications at level 5, 
10 hold level 3, and two hold level 2.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Joanne Steward
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the nursery received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The inspector carried out a learning walk with one of the managers to discuss 
the intentions for children's learning.

n One of the managers and the inspector carried out a joint observation in the 
pre-school room.

n The inspector spoke to children and read written feedback from parents about 
how they view the care and education the nursery provides.

n The inspector spoke to the nominated individual and both managers about the 
leadership and management of the nursery.

n A sample of documentation was looked at by the inspector, including staff 
suitability, induction processes and liability insurance.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2021
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