
Inspection of Stanley's at Boldon
Reginald Street, Boldon Colliery, Tyne and Wear NE35 9DG

Inspection date: 11 November 2021

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

The manager and staff are dedicated to giving every child the best possible start in 
life in this inclusive nursery. Children are eager to join in with the inspiring and 
challenging activities on offer. They play happily and explore lots of natural and 
everyday resources. For example, staff provide real pots and pans, cutlery, fruit 
and vegetables in the role-play area to extend children's imaginations. Children 
have constant access to safe play in the exciting outdoor spaces. Toddlers 
concentrate intently as they use rollers and paint to make marks on large pieces of 
material on the fence. They independently explore with a hose pipe, filling trays 
with water and experiment mixing paint into the water. Older children enjoy 
planting vegetables in the garden. They proudly recall when they used their 
vegetables to make soup.

Children's behaviour is exemplary. Staff teach children how to behave and help 
them to think about what to do if a problem occurs. Children are very motivated 
and work exceptionally well together. They know their views are listened to and 
respected. For instance, when it is time for lunch, children put a 'stop' sign on their 
models. Other children recognise that this means they are going back to finish 
them after lunch. Staff have worked tirelessly during the COVID-19 pandemic to 
support children, their families and the local community. When children did not 
attend, staff made weekly phone calls to their key children and took activities to 
them at home. For example, staff provided parents and children with the 
ingredients and recipes to make play dough at home. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Staff have an excellent understanding of how young children learn and develop. 
They very carefully observe children to understand their stages of development 
and interests. Staff use their detailed and thorough knowledge of each child to 
plan a curriculum that is carefully designed to help every child thrive and achieve 
their full potential. 

n Staff use additional funding to provide movement programmes and sequence 
the curriculum to help all children develop their physical skills. Staff encourage 
younger children to crawl, roll and have tummy time. Toddlers learn to climb, 
balance, negotiate ramps and use small stairs. Older children balance on beams, 
and build obstacle courses to move across with crates and planks.

n Staff form extremely strong partnerships with parents. They share a wealth of 
information with parents about their children's development. When restrictions 
allowed, staff visited children at home before they started at the nursery to 
collect important information to help them to settle quickly. Parents comment 
that staff support the whole family and go out of their way to make their 
children feel very special and unique.
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n Children learn to recognise their feelings and regulate their behaviour. They talk 
freely about what makes them happy or sad. Children are eager to learn and 
concentrate intently when trying to do things. When the time comes for children 
to leave nursery, they are ready for the challenges of school. 

n The manager provides inspirational support for staff to maintain their 
outstanding practice. Staff's morale is extremely high. The manager has recently 
qualified as a mental health first aider to further support staff and parents. All 
staff comment that the manager is extremely supportive of their workload and 
personal well-being.

n Staff encourage children to develop their independence at every opportunity. 
Very young children successfully put their wellies on to go outdoors. Older 
children competently serve themselves their meals and chop up bananas and 
blueberries for their snack. Babies confidently feed themselves and learn to drink 
from an open cup.

n Staff provide inspirational activities to help children develop their fine-motor 
skills. Babies make marks with paint and their bodies on large paper on the 
floor. Older children very carefully thread ribbon through hessian frames to 
make colourful patterns. 

n Staff meticulously plan support for children with special educational needs 
and/or disabilities. They work closely with other professionals to design careful 
support plans for children. Parents comment that staff's excellent support 
contributes to their children achieving beyond their expectations. 

n Children are deeply involved in their learning. Older children try, persevere and 
work things out for themselves. For example, they experiment with weight on 
large balance scales to work out which is the 'heaviest' and 'lightest'. 

n Children are constantly exposed to books and stories. Staff have set up a lending 
library, so children can take books home to share with their parents. They 
introduce new vocabulary to children at every opportunity. Children listen 
attentively to each other and take turns at speaking. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The manager ensures that all children are safe in the nursery and at home. Staff 
can confidently recognise how to identify children who may be at risk of harm. 
They are very clear about what to do if they have a concern about a child in their 
care. Staff teach children of all ages about how to keep themselves safe. Children 
learn the importance of good hygiene and know that they are 'washing the germs' 
away when they clean their hands. Staff support parents to keep their children safe 
at home, such as to understand about the risks of poisoning and choking.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY442278

Local authority South Tyneside

Inspection number 10131624

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection 0 to 4

Total number of places 74

Number of children on roll 58

Name of registered person South Tyneside Council

Registered person unique 
reference number RP519360

Telephone number 01915195920

Date of previous inspection 23 June 2016

Information about this early years setting

Stanley's at Boldon re-registered in 2012. The nursery is managed by South 
Tyneside Metropolitan Borough Council. The nursery employs 16 members of 
childcare staff. All staff hold appropriate early years qualifications between level 3 
and level 6. The nursery opens all year round from 8am to 6pm, Monday to Friday, 
except for bank holidays, two weeks at Christmas and three staff training days. It 
provides funded early education for two-, three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Melanie Vincent
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in her evaluation of the provider. 

n The manager joined the inspector on a learning walk and talked to the inspector 
about the nursery's curriculum and what staff want children to learn. 

n The inspector talked to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and took 
account of their views.

n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 
outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning.

n The manager and the inspector carried out a joint observation during a group 
activity. 

n Parents shared their views of the setting with the inspector. 

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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