
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Inspection of Beverley Minster Church 
of England Voluntary Controlled 
Primary School 
St Giles Croft, Beverley, HU17 8LA 

 
 
 
Inspection dates: 19 and 20 October 2021 
 
 

Overall effectiveness Requires improvement 

The quality of education Requires improvement 

Behaviour and attitudes Good 

Personal development Good 

Leadership and management Requires improvement 

Early years provision Good 

Previous inspection grade Requires improvement 
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What is it like to attend this school? 
 
Pupils enjoy coming to this school. They are happy, like their teachers and enjoy 
playing with their friends. Leaders ensure that pupils understand the core values, 
particularly perseverance, friendship and respect. Leaders take a determined 
approach to pupils’ personal development. They have increased pupils’ access to a 
number of clubs, such as dance, choir and football. However, pupils’ achievement 
remains variable. Leaders say that the curriculum is a work in progress. Plans show 
the skills pupils need in subjects, but they do not show how knowledge is built up 
over time. As a result, teaching focuses on activities that the pupils do, rather than 
building up links to knowing and remembering more. 
 
Pupils told us that behaviour in the school is good because the headteacher has 
introduced helpful rules for them to follow. Pupils behave well in lessons, listen to 
their teachers, and move round the school in a calm and orderly manner. At break 
and lunchtimes, pupils play together with their friends and enjoy each other’s 
company.  
 
Pupils told us that they feel safe and happy at school. They understand the key rules 
in place to keep them safe. They recognise that sometimes there are fallings out but  
say these are quickly resolved and trust their teachers to deal swiftly with any form 
of bullying. Pupils said that adults will listen to their worries, or they can talk to the 
‘worry monster’, which helps them to share any concerns they have. 
 

What does the school do well and what does it need to do 
better? 
 
Leaders recognise that there is still work to do on the curriculum. Learning is not 
consistently well planned to take into account what pupils know and can do. Many 
subject leaders have worked on setting up the necessary skills in their plans, but 
they are yet to build in the knowledge that pupils need. For example, in art, pupils 
enjoy finding out about different artists but cannot compare the styles and 
techniques used. This is because they have no planned opportunity to apply their 
knowledge in different contexts.  
 

Subject leaders say their work to match skills and knowledge together is in the early 
stages of development. Further training is required to boost their contribution to the 
school’s improvement. In mathematics, leaders plans match the aims of the national 
curriculum. Pupils have opportunities to develop knowledge, understanding and 
skills in number. However, they do not have enough chances to apply their 
mathematical knowledge to problem-solving. 
 
Provision for pupils with special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND) varies 
in its helpfulness across the school. The recently appointed leader for SEND, the 
special educational needs coordinator (SENCo), has recognised this and is putting in 
place stronger systems and interventions tailored to pupils’ needs. Pupils with 
education, health and care plans have their provision carefully adapted. However, 
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leaders have not ensured that other pupils with SEND are consistently supported 
well. Sometimes pupils with SEND remain unclear, even if they get the right answer, 
because their learning steps are not well planned or made clear to them by staff. 
 
Pupils have not achieved well in reading, writing and mathematics over time. 
Although teachers have benefitted from some training and support for their 
planning, gaps remain in teachers’ subject knowledge. This sometimes inhibits them 
from probing and extending pupils’ responses to questions in order to deepen 
learning. 
 
Leaders’ focus on reading for pleasure is clear. Intervention programmes such as 
‘Reading Plus’ have supported the majority of pupils to practise fluency and read a 
variety of different books. However, a number of fluent readers said that the 
programme made them read quickly but they did not enjoy reading. One fluent 
reader said, ‘I like to think about what I’ve read, not just fly through it.’ 
 
The teaching of phonics is variable. The school uses different phonics programmes, 
and this results in phonics teaching becoming over complicated. Teachers in 
Reception and Year 1 check on their pupils well. They swiftly identify and put into 
practice any support that individual pupils need. Sometimes, reading books are not 
as well matched to pupils’ phonic knowledge as they could be. This is particularly 
the case for those who need the most help with their reading, including some 
disadvantaged pupils. Nonetheless, the inspectors saw children and pupils making 
good attempts to read and write new words. 
 
Pupils get off to a good start in the early years. Teachers plan a wide range of 
interesting activities to take account of pupils’ needs and interests. Staff skilfully 
build pupils’ understanding and confidence. For example, a group of boys were 
writing recipes for a magic cauldron, explaining the ingredients they were putting 
into it and what magic properties they had.  
 
Governors are highly committed to the school and work with leaders. They recognise 
that the curriculum is still being adapted to meet the needs of all the pupils in the 
school. Careful vigilance and an understanding of safeguarding is strong. Governors 
are particularly proud of the ‘family feel’ of the school and the close links to the 
Minster. 
 
The personal, social and health education programme helps pupils to explore rights 
and responsibilities and understand life in modern Britain. Pupils learn how to be 
good citizens. They find out about values such as respect, consent and democracy. 
For example, we saw pupils learning about respect. At the end of the day, pupils 
enjoyed sharing examples of how their friends had shown respect. 
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Safeguarding 
 
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective. 
 
Everyone is aware of the central importance of keeping pupils safe. Leaders have 
provided staff with appropriate training so they can spot when things are not as they 
should be. Staff know what to do if they have concerns about pupils’ welfare. 
Leaders respond promptly and appropriately when concerns are raised. They involve 
other agencies when necessary. Safeguarding records are well maintained.  
 
Pupils told us they know if they have any concerns that they can talk to an adult and 
will be listened to and supported. 
 

What does the school need to do to improve? 
 
(Information for the school and appropriate authority) 
 
 The curriculum is not sufficiently developed or sequenced to enable pupils to 

learn as well as they could. Pupils’ learning can be muddled and they do not 
remember important subject knowledge as well as they might. Leaders should 
ensure that the curriculum in all subjects is appropriately sequenced and that 
teachers know what to teach, when and how, so that pupils make more progress 
over time. 

 The school’s approach to teaching early reading requires further improvement. 
Currently, the school uses more than one phonics scheme to help pupils learn to 
read. Furthermore, the books pupils read are not always matched to pupils’ 
phonic knowledge. Pupils’ fluency in reading is not as strong as it could be. 
Leaders should ensure pupils learn to read using one phonics scheme and that 
the books pupils read are closely matched to their development. 

 The most vulnerable pupils in the school, including pupils with SEND and 
disadvantaged pupils, do not receive support that is closely matched to their 
learning needs. Consequently, these pupils make less progress than they might 
otherwise across a range of subjects. Additionally, leaders do not know precisely 
what interventions and support programmes for these pupils have the biggest 
effect on pupils’ learning. Leaders should ensure that they evaluate carefully the 
support the most vulnerable pupils receive and ensure staff and teachers plan 
learning activities that closely match the needs of pupils across all subjects. 

 

How can I feed back my views? 
 
You can use Ofsted Parent View to give Ofsted your opinion on your child's school, 
or to find out what other parents and carers think. We use information from Ofsted 
Parent View when deciding which schools to inspect, when to inspect them and as 
part of their inspection. 
 
The Department for Education has further guidance on how to complain about a 
school. 

http://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/complain-about-school
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If you are the school and you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you 
can complain to Ofsted. 
 

Further information 
 
You can search for published performance information about the school. 
 
In the report, 'disadvantaged pupils' refers to those pupils who attract government 
pupil premium funding: pupils claiming free school meals at any point in the last six 
years and pupils in care or who left care through adoption or another formal route. 

http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report
http://www.compare-school-performance.service.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/guidance/pupil-premium-information-for-schools-and-alternative-provision-settings
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School details 
 

Unique reference number 117971 

Local authority East Riding of Yorkshire 

Inspection number 10200681 

Type of school Primary 
 

School category Voluntary controlled 

Age range of pupils 4 to 11 

Gender of pupils Mixed 

Number of pupils on the school roll 267 

Appropriate authority The governing body 

Chair of governing body  Paul Seabourne 

Headteacher Rachel Hatter 

Website http://www.beverleyminsterprimary.co.uk 

Date of previous inspection 27 – 28 February 2018, under section 5 
of the Education Act 2005 

 

Information about this school 
 
 There have been a number of staffing changes since the previous inspection, with 

a number of teachers leaving or joining the school. The SENCo took up post in 
September 2021. 

 

Information about this inspection 
 
The inspectors carried out this inspection under section 5 of the Education Act 2005. 
 
This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspectors discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and have taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider. 
 
 
 During the inspection, inspectors met with the headteacher, deputy headteacher, 

subject leaders and teachers. Inspectors also talked to support staff and teaching 
assistants. Inspectors met several groups of pupils to talk about behaviour, safety 
and their learning across the curriculum. Inspectors met with six members of the 
governing body and looked at minutes of governor meetings. Inspectors spoke to 

http://www.beverleyminsterprimary.co.uk/
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the SENCo and visited lessons with her to look at the work of some of the pupils. 
Inspectors spoke to a number of parents as they picked up their children from 
school. Inspectors held a meeting with the representative from the local authority.  

 To evaluate safeguarding, inspectors held meetings with the designated 
safeguarding leader and spoke with staff, pupils, and governors to check 
safeguarding arrangements. Inspectors also checked the school’s processes for 
checking the suitability of adults who work with pupils and who visit the school. 

 To gather their views, inspectors spoke to staff about their workload and about 
the quality of training and support they receive. 

 The inspectors considered the 75 responses to Ofsted Parent View, Ofsted’s online 
and free-text survey. Inspectors also spoke to parents on the playground at the 
end of the day. 

 Inspectors looked at the 24 responses to the staff survey and six responses from 
pupils in the school. 

 Inspectors undertook ‘deep dives’ into the following subjects: reading, 
mathematics, art and history. Inspectors spoke to leaders of subjects, visited 
lessons, spoke with pupils and teachers, and looked at pupils’ work over time to 
understand the quality of education. Inspectors also took a broad overview of 
pupils’ work in subjects across the curriculum. 

 

 

Inspection team 

 

Jen Cave, lead inspector Ofsted Inspector 

Darren Marks Ofsted Inspector 

Melissa Milner Ofsted Inspector 
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 

regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 

inspects childcare and children's social care and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 

training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 

and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for children looked after, safeguarding and 

child protection. 
 

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

 

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 

visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 

psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk. 

 
This publication is available at http://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/. 

 
Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 

information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn. 

 
Piccadilly Gate 

Store Street 
Manchester 

M1 2WD 
 

T: 0300 123 1231 

Textphone: 0161 618 8524 
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk 

W: www.gov.uk/ofsted 
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