
Inspection of Blossom Childcare 
Nature Nursery Limited
17 Keysworth Drive, Sandford, Wareham, Dorset BH20 7BD

Inspection date: 2 November 2021

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children arrive happily and ready to learn. They experience a well-planned 
curriculum which motivates them successfully and supports them to make good 
progress in their learning. Children are eager to explore, whether they are playing 
with shaving foam and glitter or finding out which toy car travels the furthest down 
the ramp. They make choices about their play and independently select from an 
attractive array of resources to develop and explore their own ideas. Children are 
very well behaved. Younger children learn to say 'please' and 'thank you', and older 
children share well and take turns with no disagreements.

Staff have high expectations of the children and are committed to helping them 
develop many skills to support their future learning. Children have many good 
opportunities to take part in outdoor activities which successfully support their 
physical development and well-being.

Communication has remained good between parents and staff throughout the 
COVID-19 pandemic. This has helped to maintain the good links already in place 
and supported families well. Although parents do not currently come into the 
setting, staff greet each child individually at the door and share information with 
the parents verbally and through an app. This helps to ensure that parents feel 
fully involved in their child's learning.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Babies are happy and emotionally secure. They enjoy lots of cuddles and receive 
gentle and caring support from staff. Staff use repetitive words and make 
positive sounds to encourage babies' engagement, as they enjoy using their 
senses to explore and investigate. 

n Children benefit from learning to care for animals. For example, they help to 
feed and clean out the nursery rabbit and turtles. Children engage in exciting 
activities outdoors, which helps them to reconnect with nature and gain a 
deeper understanding of the world. For example, they talk about what they 
know about birds and animals as they embark on a forest walk and demonstrate 
what they have learned about building fires and keeping safe.

n Children enjoy the role play area. They use the real crockery and utensils to 
make 'tea'. Children chatter happily with one another and the staff as they busy 
themselves acting out familiar routines. They use their imagination well as they 
take on the role of a hairdresser and style each other's hair. Staff make the most 
of these spontaneous opportunities to engage children in conversation, 
encouraging them to think about and describe what they are doing.

n Staff use language well to extend most children's vocabulary. For example, they 
introduce words such as 'dribbling' when using the glue sticks, and 'spikey' when 
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describing an object. Most children use their language confidently and 
successfully to share their ideas, needs and wants. However, staff do not do all 
that they can to support the quieter or less confident children, to engage them 
more to speak and to develop their language further.

n Although children follow good handwashing routines and know the reasons why 
this is important, staff do not always promote children's health as well as they 
could. For example, the contents of some children's lunchboxes are not always 
healthy. Staff do not always encourage babies to drink juice from a cup to 
support good oral health.

n Children develop a love of books and stories and have a positive attitude to 
learning. They listen well to a story at group time and join in with familiar 
phrases. Staff use sign language to enhance children's understanding and 
introduce words in other languages. This means that children who are learning 
to speak English as an additional language feel equally valued and included.

n Partnerships with parents are good. Parents are happy with the progress their 
children make and what the setting offers their children. Parents appreciate the 
excellent communication and enjoy receiving daily updates, including 
photographs of their children engaged in activities. Parents are very 
complimentary about the staff and their professionalism, care and commitment.

n The manager provides strong leadership for the staff team. The manager and 
staff regularly reflect on their practice and assess the quality of the provision, to 
identify areas for development. There are good systems in place to monitor and 
support staff's professional development. Staff feel well supported.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff have a good knowledge of child protection issues and are clear of their role 
and responsibilities to keep children safe. The manager and staff know the signs 
that may indicate a child is at risk of harm. They have a good knowledge of wider 
safeguarding issues, such as 'Prevent' duty, and know the reporting procedures to 
follow. Staff complete risk assessments for the premises and any local walks that 
they take with children, to ensure the route they follow is away from main roads 
and traffic. Staff explain well about expectations for safety and children have a 
good understanding of what they need to do to keep safe.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n extend staff practices to encourage the quieter, less confident children more in 
order to further support their language development

n engage parents more in promoting children's healthy eating and good oral 
health.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2605945

Local authority Dorset

Inspection number 10212776

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

1 to 4

Total number of places 30

Number of children on roll 60

Name of registered person Blossom Childcare Nature Nursery Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number 2605944

Telephone number 07988228632

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Blossom Childcare Nature Nursery Limited registered in 2020 and is located in 
Sandford, near Wareham in Dorset. The nursery opens Monday to Friday all year 
round from 8am to 6pm. It receives funding for the provision of early education for 
two-, three- and four-year-old children. The nursery employs 11 members of 
childcare staff, which includes the owner/manager. There is one member of staff 
qualified to level 5, and eight are qualified to level 3.

Information about this inspection

Inspectors
Michelle Heimsoth
Janet Armstrong
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. Inspectors discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and have taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.

n The manager joined the inspectors on a learning walk, and discussed the early 
years curriculum and what they want the children to learn.

n The inspectors spoke to children and staff during the inspection to gain their 
views.

n The lead inspector spoke to parents and read written feedback to gather their 
views of the nursery.

n The second inspector joined staff and children on a forest walk.
n The second inspector carried out a joint observation with the manager.
n The inspectors looked at relevant documentation and reviewed evidence of the 

suitability of staff working at the nursery.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2021
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