Inspection of Barlby Primary School
Treverton Street, London, W10 6DW

Inspection dates:

12 and 13 October 2021

Overall effectiveness

Good

The quality of education

Good

Behaviour and attitudes

Good

Personal development

Good

Leadership and management

Good

Early years provision

Good

Previous inspection grade

Outstanding

This school was last inspected 14 years ago and judged ‘Outstanding’ under a
previous inspection framework. This reflected the school’s overall
effectiveness under the inspection framework in use at the time.
From then until this year the school was exempted by law from routine
inspection, so there has been a longer gap than usual between inspections.
Judgements in this report are based on the current inspection framework and
also reflect changes that may have happened at any point since the last
inspection.

What is it like to attend this school?
Leaders have made the school a focal point of the community. This has been further
strengthened with the move to a new building. Governors and staff provide valuable
support for pupils and their families. One pupil said, ‘It is like a big family, not really
just a school. We all learn to be the best we can be together.’
Pupils feel safe. They say this is because teachers look after them. They know who to
talk to if they have concerns or worries, including about bullying. They know they will
be listened to.
Most of the time, pupils behave very well. The school environment is calm and ordered. On the few occasions when pupils are not fully engaged in their learning, it is
because lesson activities are not suited to their needs or interests. Clubs will restart
in January, following the COVID-19 pandemic and the completion of the school
grounds. The choir sings at local events, including the Music Hub concert at the
Royal Albert Hall.
Leaders are ambitious for pupils to achieve and be ready for the next stage of their
learning. Older pupils appreciate how teachers are preparing them for a move to
secondary school next year. Those with special educational needs and/or disabilities
(SEND) are well supported, including those in ‘The Orchard’.

What does the school do well and what does it need to do
better?
The mathematics curriculum is well ordered and well established. Teachers use a
published scheme of work as a starting point but adapt the sequence of lessons to
ensure pupils’ learning is secure before they move on. In Nursery and Reception,
children practise counting and use real objects to secure their number knowledge,
ready for Year 1. Leaders have identified that, since the national lockdown, some
older pupils are not able to recall key number facts. This leads to difficulties with calculation and reasoning activities. Leaders are successfully addressing this to ensure
that these gaps in learning are reduced.
Teaching pupils to read well is one of leaders’ key priorities. Pupils engage well with
their daily phonics lessons, which are taught well. Those who fall behind are identified and appropriate support is put in place to close the gaps. The school has extensively researched a new phonics programme. Leaders recognise that the books currently used to teach reading do not always link as well as they could to the sounds
that pupils know. Leaders have advanced plans in place to buy new resources for
teaching phonics and provide further staff training.
The wider curriculum is in development. Subject leaders have identified the key
knowledge that they want pupils to learn in history, geography, art and religious education. In these subjects, learning is well sequenced, and this allows teachers to
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deliver the curriculum effectively. As a result, pupils remember important knowledge
and make good progress in these subjects. This is not yet the case in science, computing and music. More work is needed on curriculum planning in these subjects to
ensure that they are taught in sufficient depth and that pupils learn these subjects’
knowledge well.
Pupils with SEND are well supported. Specialist teachers’ knowledge and expertise is
shared with other staff. Parents are also offered help, guidance and support with
their children. Communication and language delay has been identified as key priorities for pupils with SEND. As a result, daily speech and language interventions in
early years have been provided. Key adaptations and adult support ensure that pupils with SEND are able to access the curriculum as well as any other pupil.
Behaviour in lessons is usually good. Occasionally, low-level disruption happens
where teacher subject knowledge or curriculum planning is not as strong. Usually,
though, pupils are ambitious in their learning and willing to try, even when learning
is difficult.
Leaders have prioritised funding to provide extended day provision for those who
need it. This ensures pupils and families get the support they need and that
pupils are safe. The offer is also made available to three other local primary schools.
Leaders have made this decision to extend the community offer, to enable pupils to
develop friendships beyond their school. This, in turn, is supporting transition to secondary school.
Leaders, including governors, have a good understanding of the schools’ strengths
and areas for development. They and their staff have served the community well in
the face of recent challenges. While some school development has been slowed due
to the COVID-19 restrictions, actions for improvement are now moving rapidly.
Teachers speak highly of the professional development offered. They are
overwhelmingly positive about school leaders, and about the consideration given to
their workload and well-being.

Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.
Leaders and staff know their responsibilities well. They keep detailed records of any
concerns, and ensure trends and patterns are identified. Leaders use this
information and close working relationships with outside agencies to ensure the
right support is put in place.
Leaders ensure that teaching about safety is thorough, but also adapted to reflect
the needs of families and the local context. This ensures that pupils are knowledgeable and prepared for issues they may face in and out of school, including knife
crime. Pupils can talk confidently about how to stay safe online.
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What does the school need to do to improve?
(Information for the school and appropriate authority)
 Leaders give high priority to teaching reading, including through a new phonics
programme. New books have been ordered to support this work. Until they are in
place, leaders must ensure that books currently used to teach reading are
matched, as far as possible, to the sounds pupils know.
 Curriculum plans in history, geography, art and religious education are well
sequenced and taught effectively. This is not yet the case in computing, science
and music. For this reason, the transitional arrangements have been applied.
Leaders need to ensure that all curriculum subjects are well planned in a way that
sets out the key knowledge to be taught, in a logical order.

How can I feed back my views?
You can use to give Ofsted your opinion on your child's school, or to find out what
other parents and carers think. We use information from Ofsted Parent View when
deciding which schools to inspect, when to inspect them and as part of their
inspection.
The Department for Education has further guidance on how to complain about a
school.
If you are the school and you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you
can complain to Ofsted.

Further information
You can search for published performance information about the school.
In the report, 'disadvantaged pupils' refers to those pupils who attract government
pupil premium funding: pupils claiming free school meals at any point in the last six
years and pupils in care or who left care through adoption or another formal route.
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School details
Unique reference number

100478

Local authority

Kensington and Chelsea

Inspection number

10204489

Type of school

Nursery and Primary

School category

Community

Age range of pupils

3 to 11

Gender of pupils

Mixed

Number of pupils on the school roll

357

Appropriate authority

The governing body

Chair of governing body

Rima Horton

Headteacher

Anthony Mannix

Website

http://www.barlby.rbkc.sch.uk

Date of previous inspection

June 2007

Information about this school
 The school is a new build. It has only been occupied since September 2021.
 The school runs a breakfast and after-school club.
 It has additional resourced provision (ARP) for pupils with special educational
needs and/or disabilities (SEND).

Information about this inspection
 This was the first routine inspection the school received since the COVID-19
pandemic began. The inspectors discussed the impact of the pandemic with
school leaders and have taken that into account in their evaluation.
 Inspectors met with the headteacher, deputy headteacher, assistant headteachers
and members of staff. They also spoke with a representative of the local authority
and met with a group of governors, including the chair of governors.
 Inspector carried out deep dives in these subjects: early reading, mathematics,
computing, history and art. For each deep dive, the inspector met with subject
leaders, looked at curriculum plans, visited a sample of lessons, spoke to some
pupils about their learning, and looked at samples of pupils’ work.
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 Inspectors also looked at curriculum plans for religious education, physical
education, music, science and geography.
 Inspectors considered early mathematics in the Nursery and Reception classes.
 Inspectors looked at a range of documents, including leaders’ priorities for
improvement.
 Inspectors reviewed the arrangements for safeguarding by scrutinising records
and through discussions with leaders, staff and pupils.
 The views of pupils, parents and staff were gathered through discussions and
Ofsted’s surveys were considered.
Inspection team
Samantha Ingram, lead inspector

Her Majesty's Inspector

Amy Jackson

Ofsted Inspector

Kate Frood

Ofsted Inspector
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children's services, and inspects services for children looked after, safeguarding and
child protection.
If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.
You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk.
This publication is available at http://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.
Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.
Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD
T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
© Crown copyright 2021

Inspection report: Barlby Primary School
12 and 13 October 2021

7

