
Inspection of Pjs Stay & Play After 
School Club
St. Andrews School, St. Andrews Estate, Cullompton, Devon EX15 1HU

Inspection date: 3 November 2021

The quality and 
standards of early 
years provision

This 
inspection

Met

Previous   
inspection

Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

This provision meets requirements

Children arrive happy and excited to attend the after-school club. They are greeted 
by warm and caring staff, who have built trusting relationships with the children. 
This helps to nurture children's sense of belonging and ownership. Children take 
part in a wide range of activities, which complement their school day well. Children 
organise ball games for themselves, playing cooperatively. This helps to support 
children's physical development and builds on their social skills successfully.

Staff are good role models and have high expectations of children. Children are 
polite and well mannered. Their behaviour is good. Staff teach the children to 
recognise how their behaviour impacts on other's feelings, which results in children 
being kind and respectful of one another.

During the COVID-19 pandemic the manager created 'bubbles', so that children 
remained as much as possible in their school year group to access the different 
areas of the club. This helped to keep children safe, but still enabled children to get 
the full range of experiences at the club and have social interaction with the staff 
and one another.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Staff work closely with the school to find out about children's individual needs. 
They use this information well to support children at the club and plan activities 
based on their interests. They ask children for their ideas and contributions to 
develop activities and the provision further.

n Staff encourage children to be independent. When they arrive at the club they 
put their belongings away tidily. They follow good hygiene routines, such as 
washing their hands before having a fruit snack. Staff talk to the children about 
healthy eating, which helps children learn about the importance of adopting a 
healthy lifestyle.

n Staff deploy themselves effectively to ensure children are well supervised and 
remain safe while attending the club. They take on board what children would 
like to do and provide accordingly. They encourage children to have a go at 
completing different activities to broaden their skill set, which will stand them in 
good stead for their future progression.

n Partnerships with parents are good. They comment that the children are happy 
to attend the club and, despite at the moment not being able to come inside to 
collect their children, they still feel welcome and involved. Staff ensure that 
parents know what their children have been doing and maintain good 
communication to ensure children continue to feel safe, secure, and happy.

n Children have a clear understanding of the 'rules' and boundaries at the club. 
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Staff who currently work at the club also work in the school during the day so 
they use the same methods, which children are familiar with to manage their 
behaviour. Children share resources and take turns well as they make firework 
pictures and rockets from recyclable materials.

n Children of different ages play well together. They make up games, throwing 
balls into dustbins, jumping up and down excitedly when they are successful. 
Children have high levels of confidence and self-esteem. They develop positive 
attitudes and enjoy it when staff join in with their games, laughing and joking as 
they compete to see who can score the highest.

n The manager supports the staff well. He provides them with regular 
opportunities to discuss any training needs. He follows thorough recruitment and 
vetting procedures to ensure staff are suitable to work with children. Staff keep 
their knowledge up to date and use their experience of working in school to 
raise the quality of their interactions with children and provide a good range of 
experiences at the club.

n Children feel emotionally secure. They share close, warm relationships with staff. 
They share their news with staff as they talk about going to see firework 
displays or share information about what they have been doing at home or in 
school.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The manager and staff have a good understanding of child protection issues and 
know what to do if they have a concern about a child's welfare. They can identify 
the signs or symptoms which may raise a concern about the safety of a child and  
have good knowledge about wider safeguarding issues. Staff complete thorough 
risk assessments and minimise hazards to ensure that children can play safely. 
Staff talk to children about ways in which they can keep themselves safe. This 
helps them to understand the importance of following the rules.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2537799

Local authority Devon

Inspection number 10208621

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Out-of-school day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

5 to 10

Total number of places 12

Number of children on roll 20

Name of registered person Dickson, Paul William

Registered person unique 
reference number RP908756

Telephone number 07973620499

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

PJs Stay & Play After School Club originally registered in 2018, and re-registered in 
2019. It operates from St Andrew's Primary School, Cullompton, Devon. It provides 
after-school care term time only from 3.30pm to 6pm. The owner/manager is also 
a registered childminder. He employs two members of staff. One member of staff is 
qualified to level 3. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Michelle Heimsoth
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in her evaluation of the provider.

n The manager and the inspector completed a tour of the premises. They 
discussed the current arrangements for the operation of the club, including 
assessing risks and staff deployment.

n The inspector sampled a range of documentation, including staff training 
certificates.

n The staff and children spoke to the inspector at appropriate times throughout 
the inspection.

n The inspector spoke to parents and took account of their views.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2021
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