
Inspection of The Hunny Comb Day 
Nursery
Brocks Hill Primary School, Howdon Road, Oadby, Leicester, Leicestershire LE2 
5WP

Inspection date: 28 October 2021

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children in this setting are enthusiastic about their learning. They enjoy taking part 
and exploring the range of activities that are available to them. For example, 
children play with padlocks, keys and other tools and discover how magnets work 
in pre-school. Children learn to become independent and confident learners by 
discovering new concepts with these activities. They are praised for their efforts 
and rewarded as individuals and teams. For example, children earn play money for 
tidying up, which they can exchange for prizes.

Children behave well. For example, pre-school children take turns using tweezers 
when picking up ice cubes and share resources for potion mixing. Children are safe 
and secure in their play spaces. They learn to manage their own safety by working 
with staff to take part in daily safety checks of the outdoors. Children know the 
daily routine and understand expectations. They help staff to organise and 
structure their day with pictures of what happens next.

Children develop strong relationships with staff. This builds children's confidence, 
so they feel able to ask questions. For example, children ask, 'where did the money 
go?' when placing money into a jar in the toddler room. Staff respond with love 
and enthusiasm, giving children explanations to deepen their understanding. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Managers have a clear vision and values of what they want to achieve in their 
curriculum for children. This is beginning to be understood by staff and enables 
children to make good progress. Managers work closely with the local primary 
school and ensure children are ready for their next stage in learning. For 
example, managers develop their curriculum, with support from the primary 
school, based on skills children will need for transition to school.

n The mathematics curriculum for all ages is delivered well. For example, staff 
help babies to explore shape and space by hiding blocks inside each other. 
Toddlers copy staff who count scoops of glitter in potion making. Pre-school 
children match numbers and count in sequence during play. This enables 
children to practise and develop their understanding of mathematics with 
support from the staff.

n In the baby room, activities are simple and have clear focus. For example, 
babies are shown how to use utensils to paint onto paper and copy simple 
language, such as 'tap, tap, tap.' This enables them to learn new vocabulary and 
skills quickly. However, for older children, activities are sometimes over 
complicated. The focus of what staff want children to learn is not always clear. 
This limits the progress individuals make during these activities.

n Children learn new words and their meaning as part of their daily experiences. 
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For example, staff give examples for how a child has been 'resilient' or 
'supportive' in their play. They use this to reward behaviour by moving children 
onto 'the rainbow' on the behaviour chart, to build their self-esteem. This 
motivates children to be helpful and behave well, while also broadening their 
vocabulary. 

n Children in this setting are encouraged to be independent. For example, babies 
remove their own aprons and wipe their faces and pre-school children pour their 
own drinks. This develops children's confidence in their own abilities. Parents 
report they see this progress at home, showing skills are being learned. 

n Staff find out what children do at home and develop this in the setting. For 
example, they learn about festivals that children celebrate and languages 
children speak. Staff offer additional activities children may not have time for at 
home, such as baking and riding bikes. This helps children to have a variety of 
experiences.

n Staff support parents in helping their child by offering courses for parents to 
attend. For example, a 'potty academy' scheme to support potty training. 
Children whose development is not at the expected level for their age are also 
supported well. Staff understand the children and their capabilities. They work 
alongside parents and other agencies to assess children in their development 
and set appropriate targets. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff have a good knowledge of safeguarding and wider safeguarding issues, such 
as internet safety and the 'Prevent duty.' They know how to recognise when a child 
is at risk of harm and how to recognise signs and symptoms of abuse. Staff are 
aware of how to record and report allegations. Managers are secure in their 
knowledge of how to report concerns and follow procedures within their 
safeguarding policy. Managers follow safer recruitment processes and check the 
ongoing suitability of staff. Safety checks are well maintained by staff, to keep 
children safe. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n simplify activities to ensure staff are clear on the learning intention to enable 
them to support children to make more progress.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2550213

Local authority Leicestershire 

Inspection number 10205567

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 4

Total number of places 63

Number of children on roll 74

Name of registered person The Hunny Pot Day Nursery Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP911028

Telephone number 0116 2713888

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

The Hunny Comb Day Nursery registered in October 2019. It is based in Oadby, 
Leicestershire. The setting serves the local community. The setting opens Monday 
to Friday all year round with the exception of bank holidays and a week at 
Christmas. A variety of sessions are available between 7.30am and 6pm. Children 
are able to attend mornings, afternoons or all day. The setting accepts funding for 
two-, three- and four-year-old children. The setting employs 17 members of child 
care staff, of these 13 hold appropriate early years qualifications.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Donna Edwards
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in the evaluations of the provider.

n The manager and the inspector completed a learning walk together of all the 
areas of the nursery and discussed their curriculum and what they want children 
to learn.

n Children spoke to the inspector during the inspection.
n The inspector talked to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and took 

account of their views.
n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 

outdoors, and assessed the impact this was having on children's learning.
n The inspector carried out a joint observation of a group activity with the 

manager.
n The inspector spoke to parents during the inspection and took account of their 

views.
n The inspector looked at relevant documentation and reviewed evidence of 

suitability of staff working in the nursery.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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