
Inspection of Mucktubs Preschool
St. Marys Rainbow Centre, Parish House, Castle Road, Scarborough, Yorkshire 
YO11 1TH

Inspection date: 22 October 2021

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children and parents are greeted warmly by the friendly and professional staff. 
Children enter the large hall enthusiastically. They are keen to find their photo to 
self-register. Children quickly run to greet their friends and engage in their choice 
of play. They talk confidently about their family. Staff encourage children to count 
their family members, to help develop their mathematical skills. Children gain a 
good understanding of their local community. They point to pictures of local 
buildings as they create structures with bricks. Staff model words and children 
repeat them. This helps to build children's vocabulary.

Children enjoy access to the outside area, where they have fun and practise their 
physical skills. For example, they use the climbing frame confidently. Staff make 
eye contact and speak to children face to face. They remind children to be careful 
of others. This promotes children's good behaviour, and speaking and listening 
skills. Children are safe and secure in the setting. Throughout the COVID-19 
pandemic, the pre-school remained open. The manager and staff have 
communicated well with parents. They placed a focus on providing support for the 
whole family through an active and positive approach. For example, staff gave 
parents advice on managing their children's behaviour. Parents praise the team 
highly and thank them for all they do.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Staff support children well to develop a love of books. They provide an inviting 
reading area, where children handle books with care. Staff are skilled at 
capturing children's interest in stories. Older children listen intently as staff read 
stories in an expressive way. Children repeat familiar sentence endings and learn 
to describe how they feel. This enables children to manage their emotions and 
promotes their early literacy skills. 

n Children thoroughly enjoy their imaginative play. They explore real vegetables in 
their play, and name and count them confidently. Children sing songs outside 
and show their delight in what they are doing. They draw circles and spirals on a 
large scale alongside staff. This helps prepare children for some of their next 
stages of learning. 

n Staff do not fully extend and focus children's learning during all activities, to help 
ensure that they achieve to their highest potential. For example, during creative 
and construction activities, staff miss chances to promote children's 
understanding of shapes and colour. 

n On occasions, staff's planning for children's learning is not always sharply 
focused. This results in some missed opportunities to plan challenging activities 
that are linked to children's individual next steps in learning, to maximise their 
progress.
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n Staff develop warm and caring relationships with children. They meet their 
individual needs well. Staff teach children about the importance of being healthy 
and safe. They encourage children to take an active part in their own self-care 
and become independent. For example, children show good physical 
development and control as they eat using cutlery. 

n Partnerships with parents are good. Staff gather information about children's 
abilities when they first start. They regularly review children's progress with 
parents using a variety of methods.

n Children are supported well to manage their own feelings. Staff give clear 
instructions and children know what is expected from them. Staff praise children 
for their efforts, achievements and positive behaviour. As a result, children's 
behaviour is good.

n Children with special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND) are supported 
effectively. Staff work closely with other agencies. They consider how additional 
funding is spent and check that it is making the intended difference for those 
children and their families. For example, the manager uses early years pupil 
premium funding to meet children's individual needs. 

n Staff say they feel valued and are happy in their role. They are well organised 
and committed to improving their knowledge with training and qualifications. 
The manager reflects on the quality of the provision regularly and provides staff 
with regular supervision meetings. This has a positive impact on staff's well-
being and they are keen to contribute to the aims of the pre-school.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff know and describe the signs and symptoms that might cause them to be 
concerned about a child's welfare. They understand the pre-school's safeguarding 
policies and procedures. The manager works closely in partnership with other 
agencies to support and safeguard children and their families. Staff know children 
and their families extremely well, and quickly identify and respond if help is 
needed. The manager ensures that staff are suitable to work with children. She 
follows robust procedures to recruit new staff. Staff keep up to date with their 
safeguarding and paediatric first-aid training.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n support staff to encourage children to contribute more in activities and extend 
their learning to higher levels

n enhance planning, so it is more sharply focused to provide rich and challenging 
experiences that are closely linked to all children's individual next steps in 
learning.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY555533

Local authority North Yorkshire

Inspection number 10175201

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection 2 to 4

Total number of places 18

Number of children on roll 23

Name of registered person Joyce, Naomi Sara

Registered person unique 
reference number RP555532

Telephone number 07986590151

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Mucktubs Preschool registered in 2018. The pre-school employs seven members of 
childcare staff. Of these, five have childcare qualifications at level 3 and over. The 
pre-school opens during term time only. Sessions are from 8.30am until 3pm on 
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday. The setting provides funded early 
education for two-, three- and four-year-old children. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Caroline Stott
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the setting received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
manager and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the setting.

n The inspector engaged in discussions with staff and children throughout the 
inspection at appropriate times. She held meetings with the manager and SEND 
coordinator.

n All areas of the premises used by children were viewed. The inspector observed 
the quality of education during activities and assessed the impact this has on 
children's learning.

n The inspector discussed documentation, including public liability insurance, 
policies and procedures, and the qualifications and suitability checks of staff.

n The manager and inspector conducted a learning walk together to review the 
children's learning experiences. The inspector carried out a joint observation of 
an activity with the manager. 

n The inspector spoke to a number of parents during the inspection and took 
account of their views.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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