
Inspection of Cherubs Edwinstowe
17 Mansfield Road, Edwinstowe, Mansfield, Nottinghamshire NG21 9NL

Inspection date: 18 October 2021

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children enjoy attending this exceptionally well-resourced and calming nursery. 
They enter full of joy to see the staff. Babies hold out their arms as a greeting. 
Toddlers run into the arms of staff. Pre-school children engage straight away, 
playing with and exploring the available activities. Staff take a great interest in the 
children and offer them lots of attention to keep them very happy and safe. 
Children engage in an array of interesting, investigative activities. For example, 
indoors, they explore blocks of ice with natural autumn objects encased in them. 
Children use good hand-to-eye coordination when they suck up water into pipettes. 
They drizzle water on the ice to try to melt it. Staff introduce new vocabulary as 
children play, such as 'defrost'. This contributes to children learning new words.

Children have super opportunities to explore outdoors in the local forest, and 
exercise their large muscles. They are determined to climb trees, taking one step at 
a time. Staff have high expectations of what children can achieve and allow them 
the time to persevere until they succeed. Children behave well. They take great 
pride in playing an active part of the daily routines. Children help to give out the 
plates and cups for snack and lunch to their friends, who say 'thank you'.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The provider and her management team have high ambition for the nursery. 
Staff morale is high and they speak positively of the support they receive from 
the management team. 

n The manager and staff are clear about the things they want children to learn, 
depending on their age and stage of development. They plan and sequence a 
curriculum and environment that are exciting and unique. For example, babies 
explore a crinkly blanket as they lay on their tummy to develop their core 
strength. Older children who are beginning to develop their small-muscle skills 
become engrossed in creating hedgehogs with dough and spaghetti.

n All staff have an in-depth knowledge of each individual child's capabilities. The 
room leaders in the baby room and the toddler/pre-school room demonstrate 
outstanding teaching. They motivate children through their inspirational 
interactions and help them to remain highly engaged in activities. However, 
occasionally, less-confident and less-experienced staff miss opportunities to 
inspire children to build on what they already know and can do. For example, 
they interact with children, but this can be limited and the children wander off.

n There is a strong emphasis on harnessing the outdoor environment in the 
nursery's curriculum. For example, staff in the baby room make good use of the 
available resources outdoors to help babies learn to walk. Babies who are 
beginning to take their first steps are supported by staff to move from one area 
to another by holding staff's hands. This results in babies being confident to 
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move under their own steam, holding on to items to cruise from one place to 
another.    

n Staff plan experiences to help enrich children's lives and broaden their 
knowledge and understanding of the wider world. For example, children use 
technology to reach out and stay in touch with the local nursing home residents. 
Furthermore, children visit a local field to harvest onions and watch the tractor in 
action.   

n Partnerships with parents are excellent. Parents comment that they are 
extremely happy with the regular communication they receive. They are thrilled 
with the progress their children are making. Parents praise the setting for 
helping to develop their children's confidence with other children and adults. 

n Staff place high priority on developing children's listening and attention skills. 
Babies listen to stories and join in with songs and rhymes. Toddlers engage with 
stories that relate to their current home situations, such as preparing for the 
birth of a sibling.  

n Staff support children to understand what constitutes a balanced diet with a 
menu that is carefully thought out and inspired by different cultures. Children 
thoroughly enjoy a vegetable wellington for lunch, asking for seconds. Staff talk 
to the children about the ingredients that has gone into their carefully chosen 
meal. This helps to promote a healthy lifestyle, relating specifically to healthy 
eating.   

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff are knowledgeable in relation to all aspects of safeguarding. They confidently 
know the procedures for referring concerns about children or staff. The manager 
regularly quizzes staff on their safeguarding understanding. This helps to ensure 
that staff stay up to date and well informed. Thorough recruitment and vetting 
procedures are in place to ensure that staff are suitable to work with children. The 
management team uses staff recruitment, induction and ongoing supervision to 
make sure that all staff are suitable to work with children. Children receive high 
levels of supervision during their play, especially when they visit the forest. This 
helps to promote their safety and welfare. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n raise staff's confidence and understanding of how to fully extend and inspire 
children's learning during activities. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2533173

Local authority Nottinghamshire County Council

Inspection number 10208516

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 10

Total number of places 60

Number of children on roll 47

Name of registered person Childcare (East Midlands) LLP

Registered person unique 
reference number RP906853

Telephone number 01623 822440

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Cherubs Edwinstowe registered in 2019 and is based in Edwinstowe, 
Nottinghamshire. The nursery employs six members of childcare staff. Of these, 
three hold appropriate early years qualifications at level 3 and above, including the 
manager who holds an early years degree. The nursery opens from Monday to 
Friday, all year round. Sessions are from 7.30am to 6pm. The nursery provides 
funded early education for two-, three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Sharon Alleary
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
manager and has taken that into account in her evaluation of the nursery. 

n The manager and the inspector completed a learning walk together of all areas 
of the nursery and discussed the early years curriculum.  

n Staff and children spoke to the inspector during the inspection. 
n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided indoors and 

outdoors and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning. 
n The manager and the inspector carried out a joint observation together. 
n The inspector looked at relevant documentation and evidence of the suitability of 

staff working in the nursery. 
n The inspector spoke to several parents and took account of written feedback 

offered.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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