
Inspection of The Hollies Private Day 
Nursery And Pre-School
119 Heapey Road, Chorley PR6 9BJ

Inspection date: 11 October 2021

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children are happy and thoroughly enjoy their time at this welcoming nursery. Staff 
are caring and know the children very well. They provide children with 
opportunities to explore and develop their small-muscle skills during their play. 
Children use their imagination well as they play with the pretend farm and the 
animals. Children are naturally creative as they explore the natural resources 
available in the playrooms.

Children enjoy playing outside, developing their large-muscle skills. For example, 
they ride on bicycles and take part in parachute play. All children are supported 
with their communication and language through meaningful conversations with 
staff, looking at books and listening to stories. Children are well behaved. Staff 
have a consistent approach to managing behaviour, reminding children of the 
nursery rules. Consequently, children have good attitudes to learning. Children 
have good manners, follow instructions well and are respectful of one another in all 
aspects of their play. Children have formed friendships with one another and play 
alongside each other well.

The company has made changes to the nursery in response to the COVID-19 
pandemic. Extended settling-in sessions were offered for children. Parents now 
drop children off and collect them from staff at the door. Children separate with 
ease from their parents and happily enter the nursery. Therefore, children's 
personal, social and emotional development is supported well and is a key strength 
of the nursery.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The manager has a clear vision of her expectations for children who attend the 
nursery. She supports staff effectively through targeted peer observations and 
supervisions, which supports children to make the best possible progress while 
attending the nursery.

n Overall, the manager and staff provide a curriculum which is balanced and builds 
on what children already know and can do. However, at times, mainly during 
group activities, children start to lose interest quickly because staff do not 
always consider what children already know and how they can consolidate their 
learning. 

n Personal care needs for the younger children are effective. Younger children feel 
safe and have developed close bonds with the staff. Staff care for younger 
children who are upset by giving cuddles and reassuring them. Staff respond 
well to babies, who confidently approach them during their play.

n The environment is well organised, which enables children to move freely 
around choosing their own play. Children display high levels of confidence. 
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Children are encouraged to serve themselves their own lunch and pour their own 
drinks. This supports children to become independent.

n Staff encourage children to be healthy through a variety of ways, such as 
providing healthy meals, supporting them to develop an understanding of oral 
health and through activities which help them to learn about their bodies.

n Children with special educational needs and/or disabilities are supported well 
and make good progress because staff work well with families, and they are fully 
aware of the individual needs of the children. Staff make necessary adjustments 
effectively to support children to make the best possible progress. 

n Staff plan challenging activities based on children's interests. However, staff do 
not always ensure that the implementation of some activities meet the individual 
learning needs of all children. As a result, some children do not always make 
sufficient progress towards their next steps in learning.

n Parents speak highly of the setting and the staff team, and partnerships with 
parents are strong. Activities are shared with parents to do at home, such as an 
autumn treasure hunt; 'questions of the week' are sent home for older children 
to find out about the world, and books from the lending library are shared. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff have a good understanding of how to report any concerns that they may have 
about a child or staff member and the procedures to follow. Staff have good 
knowledge of identifying wider safeguarding concerns, such as radicalisation and 
online safety. Effective staff deployment means that all children are supervised and 
cared for. Staff are trained in paediatric first aid and are aware of how to deal with 
accidents. Staff complete accurate risk assessments of the environment to ensure it 
is safe for the children.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n refine the planning of group activities to ensure there is a clear intent that holds 
children's attention

n review the implementation of some activities so that they are clearly targeted on 
children's interests and next steps.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY551366

Local authority Lancashire

Inspection number 10145821

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection 1 to 5

Total number of places 69

Number of children on roll 76

Name of registered person Just Childcare Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP900954

Telephone number 01257 267023

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

The Hollies Private Day Nursery And Pre-School registered in 2017. The nursery 
employs 13 members of childcare staff. Of these, eight staff hold relevant early 
years qualifications from levels 3 to 5. The nursery opens from Monday to Friday, 
all year round. Sessions run between 7.30am and 6pm.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Kate Martin
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the setting received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the setting.

n The inspector and the nursery manager completed a learning walk of the 
nursery.

n The inspector spoke to and observed children and staff members.
n The inspector and the nursery manager carried out a joint observation.
n The inspector and the nursery manager held a leadership and management 

discussion.
n Safeguarding was discussed between the inspector, members of the staff team 

and the nursery manager.
n The inspector spoke to a parent regarding the setting.
n The inspector held discussions with senior managers from within the company.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2021
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