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What is it like to attend this school? 
 
Hollybush Primary School is a happy and welcoming school. Pupils feel safe here. 
Their chosen values of ‘nurture, respect, aspire’ promote a sense of caring for others 
and prioritise mental well-being. 
 
Teachers’ expectations of what pupils can do have risen in key stages 1 and 2. Pupils 
are now beginning to remember more in all subjects. However, there are still some 
gaps in their knowledge in some subjects. Children feel safe and happy in early 
years. Teachers develop strong relationships with children and have taken time to 
ensure that they are settled and happy in school. There is still, however, much to do 
to develop the curriculum. Staff are not aligning it in early years to ensure that 
children are ready for further learning in key stage 1. 
 
Behaviour has been transformed at Hollybush. The school environment is calm and 
purposeful. Teachers have high expectations of pupils’ behaviour. Pupils are polite 
and respectful. Pupils have a clear understanding of bullying as happening ‘Several 
Times On Purpose’ (STOP). Leaders respond to any incidents quickly and 
appropriately.  
 
Leaders work hard to ensure that pupils are in school and on time. Despite this, the 
attendance of a very small number of pupils is still not good enough. Leaders have 
built good relationships with the wider school community. They have a pastoral team 
that offers support to families when it is needed. Parents and carers are keen to help 
their children with learning and would value more information about the curriculum. 
Leaders know that this is important and recognise that there is more work to do to 
help pupils to share their learning at home. 
 

What does the school do well and what does it need to do 
better? 
 
Leaders have made significant improvements in a wide range of areas since the 
previous inspection. They have embarked on a journey to rewrite the curriculum in 
all subjects. Leaders use visits to places such as Kirkstall Abbey or the River Aire to 
develop pupils’ knowledge and a sense of pride and belonging to Leeds. Teachers 
encourage pupils to build on this knowledge when learning about other locations in 
the wider world. 
 
Leaders are passionate about ensuring that each child at Hollybush learns to read. 
Phonics teaching is at the heart of the reading curriculum. As a result of this, the 
number of pupils achieving success in the phonics screening check is improving. 
Leaders identify those pupils who are not on track with reading. Additional daily 
phonics lessons, alongside extra group and individual reading opportunities, are 
helping those pupils to catch up. Books closely match the sounds that pupils are 
learning. Pupils have opportunities to read them often within the school day. Pupils 
who can read fluently have lessons that develop their vocabulary and understanding 
of texts over time. They are encouraged to read widely to build their understanding 
of texts and widen their vocabulary. In Year 6, pupils can identify a range of authors, 
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such as David Walliams, Roald Dahl and Jacqueline Wilson. They especially enjoy 
taking part in the termly reading challenges. 
 
Subject leaders are clear about what they want pupils to know and learn about in 
most subjects. This is particularly the case in mathematics and science. They ensure 
that learning builds progressively across the school from Year 1 to Year 6. Leaders 
have identified the key vocabulary that they expect pupils to know and use in 
lessons. In a few subjects, for example art, this detail of knowledge and planned 
learning is in its early stages of development.  
 
Staffing in early years has been turbulent since the previous inspection. Much has 
been done to organise an effective learning environment both in Nursery and 
Reception. The children are settled and happy. However, they are not benefiting 
from the same curriculum thought and development as pupils in the rest of the 
school, except in science and mathematics. Leaders have not ensured that the 
curriculum starts in early years, and is built on throughout the school. This means 
that some children are not fully prepared to start Year 1.  
 
The school supports most pupils with special educational needs and/or disabilities 
(SEND) well. Pupils with identified speech, language and communication needs 
benefit greatly from the individual programmes of support planned for them. 
Leaders ensure that pupils with complex needs have their needs identified and met 
through carefully planned support and help. However, this is not always 
accompanied by an appropriate and timely statutory assessment, which may be 
needed for future support. 
 
Leaders have worked tirelessly to improve the behaviour of pupils in the school. 
They use their ‘RESTORE’ curriculum well to support the mental health and well-
being of pupils and staff. Values such as respect, friendship and kindness are taught 
through this curriculum. Pupils learn about equality, discrimination and democracy in 
weekly assemblies and through the wider school curriculum. This learning can be 
seen in pupils’ actions and behaviour towards others. They are kind, considerate and 
mature.  
 
Staff understand the behaviour systems well and use them consistently. 
Consequently, pupils’ behaviour, both in lessons and at other less structured times of 
the day, is good. 
 
Prior to COVID-19 restrictions, the pupils enjoyed a wide range of trips and visits 
linked to learning in subjects such as geography, history and religious education. All 
pupils could also attend a wide range of after-school activities, such as art, fencing 
and golf. Leaders are keen to reintroduce these and have plans to develop them 
further in the future. 
 
Opportunities for pupils to learn about managing their emotions are many and 
varied. Leaders have developed a curriculum that helps pupils to become confident 
and resilient, and to build positive relationships. This is known in school as the 
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RESTORE curriculum. It is proving very effective in helping pupils to develop 
emotional well-being, and to empathise with others and resolve any conflicts. 
Leaders have improved links with parents since the previous inspection. Parents are 
positive about the school. Governors are supportive of the school. They have clearly 
defined roles. They ensure that information received from leaders is accurate 
through careful monitoring of improvement plans and visits to the school. 
 

Safeguarding 
 
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective. 
 
Leaders put safeguarding central to the school’s work. They have a good 
understanding of the risks that pupils may face both online and in the wider 
community. Staff are well trained and there are effective systems in place to report 
any concerns. Leaders are swift to support families who need help. They work 
closely with outside agencies, such as social care, police community support officers 
or family support workers. Families say that they value the work that the school 
does. 
 
A carefully planned curriculum and programme of assemblies help pupils to stay safe 
and understand risks both online and in the wider community.  
 

What does the school need to do to improve? 
 

(Information for the school and appropriate authority) 

 
 Teachers in early years do not yet have a detailed curriculum to enable them to 

plan for learning that will build cumulative knowledge and skills for the future. 
Many pupils are not well enough prepared for the next stage of education. 
Leaders now need to plan and sequence the curriculum more effectively across all 
the seven key areas of learning in early years.  

 Not all subjects in the curriculum take into account learning in early years. 
Subjects such as mathematics and science have started to have the knowledge to 
be covered across all year groups mapped out; however, this is not the case for 
other subjects, such as geography and history. In these subjects, teachers do not 
have the guidance they need to plan lessons that build upon prior learning. For 
this reason, the transition arrangements have been applied. Leaders must ensure 
that teachers have a clear understanding of the knowledge that is being taught in 
early years to ensure that all learning is well sequenced and progressive.  

 

How can I feed back my views? 
 
You can use Ofsted Parent View to give Ofsted your opinion on your child’s school, 
or to find out what other parents and carers think. We use information from Ofsted 
Parent View when deciding which schools to inspect, when to inspect them and as 
part of their inspection. 
 

http://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/
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The Department for Education has further guidance on how to complain about a 
school. 
 
If you are the school and you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you 
can complain to Ofsted. 
 

Further information 
 
You can search for published performance information about the school. 
 
In the report, ‘disadvantaged pupils’ refers to those pupils who attract government 
pupil premium funding: pupils claiming free school meals at any point in the last six 
years and pupils in care or who left care through adoption or another formal route. 
   

http://www.gov.uk/complain-about-school
http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report
http://www.compare-school-performance.service.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/guidance/pupil-premium-information-for-schools-and-alternative-provision-settings
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School details 
 

Unique reference number 134513 

Local authority Leeds  

Inspection number 10200684 

Type of school Primary 

School category Maintained 

Age range of pupils 3 to 11 

Gender of pupils Mixed 

Number of pupils on the school roll 434 

Appropriate authority The governing body 

Chair of governing body  Janice Priestley 

Headteacher Briony Robertson 

Website www.hollybushprimaryschool.org.uk 

Date of previous inspection 
6 and 7 March 2018, under section 5 of 
the Education Act 2005 

 

Information about this school 
 
 The school is larger than the average-sized primary school. 

 The proportion of pupils who have SEND is above average. The proportion of 
pupils who have an educational, health and care plan is below average. 

 The majority of pupils are White British. Few pupils speak English as an additional 
language. 

 The proportion of pupils known to be eligible for support through the pupil 
premium is well above average. 

 A specialist inclusive learning centre catering for children with severe learning 
difficulties is based in the school and is managed by the local authority. This will 
have a separate inspection report. 

 The school has received regular support from the local authority.  

 
Information about this inspection 
 
The inspectors carried out this inspection under section 5 of the Education Act 2005. 
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This was the first routine inspection the school had received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. Inspectors discussed the impact of the pandemic with school 
leaders, and have taken that into account in their evaluation. 
 
 Inspectors met the headteacher, senior and middle leaders, governors and 

parents. In addition, a remote meeting was held with a representative from the 
local authority. Informal discussions took place with parents in the playground. 
Inspectors also met with members of staff and considered the 50 responses to 
Ofsted’s staff survey. 

 Evidence was gathered from a range of subjects in the school, including reading, 
mathematics, science, geography and art. Inspectors met with subject leaders 
and teachers, visited lessons across the school, looked at curriculum plans, 
scrutinised pupils’ work and discussed learning with pupils.  

 Inspectors scrutinised several documents, including the school’s self-evaluation 
and development plans, minutes of governing body meetings and safeguarding 
documents. Information relating to pupils’ behaviour and attendance was also 
evaluated. A check was made on the school’s single central record, and early 
years welfare checks were carried out. 

 Inspectors held meetings, both formally and informally, with pupils to gather their 
views about the school. Inspectors also took account of 55 responses to Ofsted’s 
online questionnaire for pupils. 

 The views of parents were considered in the 45 responses to Ofsted’s parent 
questionnaire, Parent View, along with the 44 free-text responses. 

 
Inspection team 

 

Andrea Batley, lead inspector Her Majesty’s Inspector 

Eleanore Pickard Ofsted Inspector 

Diane Buckle Ofsted Inspector 
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children’s Services and Skills (Ofsted) 

regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 

inspects childcare and children’s social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 

training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 

and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children’s services, and inspects services for children looked after, safeguarding and 

child protection. 
 

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

 

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 

visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 

psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk. 

 
This publication is available at http://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/. 

 
Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 

information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn. 

 
Piccadilly Gate 

Store Street 
Manchester 

M1 2WD 
 

T: 0300 123 1231 

Textphone: 0161 618 8524 
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk 

W: www.gov.uk/ofsted 
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