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Overall effectiveness

Good

The quality of education

Good

Behaviour and attitudes

Good

Personal development

Good

Leadership and management

Good

Early years provision

Good

Previous inspection grade

Requires improvement

What is it like to attend this school?
Robert Browning is a friendly school. Staff and pupils know each other well and this
creates a sense of belonging and trust. Pupils feel safe here and, although bullying
rarely happens, they know staff will sort things out quickly if it does. Pupils take on
responsibilities such as being members of the school council or as digital and sports
leaders. They told inspectors about their pride in being role models when
undertaking these responsibilities.
Staff expect pupils to work hard and behave well in lessons. Pupils concentrate and
work sensibly with their friends. They enjoy opportunities to showcase their work;
for example, working with a professional artist on a new local sculpture or
performing at the Royal Festival Hall as part of the ‘Splash’ project.
Leaders have designed a new, ambitious and well-organised curriculum. Pupils
achieve well in reading and mathematics across the school and in a broader variety
of subjects in key stage 1. However, older pupils, who have not studied the new
curriculum earlier in their time at Robert Browning, struggle more. Teachers do not
always identify and address gaps in these pupils’ knowledge. This means that
misconceptions persist, and they find more complex work difficult.

What does the school do well and what does it need to do
better?
Leaders promote the importance of reading and have clear expectations about how
well pupils should read. Many pupils read fluently because staff have been trained
effectively. Assessment is used appropriately to identify pupils who are falling behind
in their reading and provide focused support. As a result, weaker readers show
resilience and determination to read well, and their reading improves over time.
However, in the early years, staff do not always give children sufficient opportunity
to practise the new sounds they learn.
The new leadership team reviewed and updated the curriculum in 2019. The
planned curriculum matches the scope and content of the national curriculum. Pupils
started learning the revised curriculum in 2020 but this implementation was
interrupted by the COVID-19 (coronavirus) pandemic.
Leaders have identified the concepts they want pupils to learn in each subject. The
curriculum has been organised to ensure pupils secure their understanding by
revisiting important ideas. For example, in mathematics, older pupils tackle complex
calculations because they have practised and understood simpler methods. Similarly,
in physical education (PE), pupils can pass the ball accurately because they have
practised different types of passes.
Pupils in Years 5 and 6 did not benefit from learning the current curriculum earlier in
their time at Robert Browning. Leaders recognise this and have identified the
potential gaps pupils might have. For example, younger pupils can talk confidently
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about the geography of the United Kingdom using compass points and vocabulary
accurately. Older pupils’ knowledge is not as secure. For example, they find it harder
to describe the Saxon invasion of Britain because they have less understanding
about the geography of the United Kingdom. On occasion, teaching in Years 5 and 6
does not take account of these gaps and moves on to new ideas too quickly.
Teachers provide appropriate support to pupils with special educational needs
and/or disabilities. The curriculum is adapted effectively to meet their needs and, as
a result, they access a broad curriculum and achieve well. In the early years, staff
identify emerging needs quickly and the curriculum is adapted to meet these needs.
For example, children have more opportunity to practise their spoken language in
different activities.
Children in the early years are settled and engage happily with their learning. They
persevere and share resources. The curriculum is well planned and gives children
opportunity to practise what they learn. For example, in mathematics, children
practise naming different shapes. This allows them to describe shapes using
different vocabulary.
Almost all the pupils and parents who completed Ofsted’s surveys agreed that
behaviour and bullying are well managed. Pupils usually behave well in the
classroom and move around the building calmly. On occasion, some pupils become
boisterous at the end of lessons or when lining up in the playground. Leaders have
effective systems and initiatives for checking and celebrating good attendance and
punctuality.
The curriculum has been designed to help pupils learn about diversity. For example,
pupils spoke knowledgably about authors, scientists and sports people from different
backgrounds.
In normal times, a broad range of extra-curricular activities are provided. These are
about to resume. During the pandemic, leaders have ensured families have been
informed of local events that pupils would benefit from attending.
Staff talk positively about working at the school and value the support offered by
working with different schools. Leaders have developed an effective staff team
through providing professional development and managing workload well.

Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.
Staff know and understand how to keep pupils safe. Leaders have trained staff well
and have developed clear systems for raising and reporting concerns. Pupils and
their families receive the support they need from the school and other agencies.
Parents are confident that their children are kept safe at school. Pupils understand
how to stay safe. They can identify ways the school keeps themselves safe and how
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they should stay safe when online. The curriculum has been designed to help pupils
understand and manage risks. For example, older pupils work with ‘Chance UK’ to
understand the risks of gang affiliation.

What does the school need to do to improve?
(Information for the school and appropriate authority)
 Leaders have designed an ambitious curriculum that identifies the important
concepts pupils should learn. The curriculum is organised to ensure pupils revisit
these concepts. Pupils typically achieve well in reading and mathematics across
the school and across other subjects in key stage 1. However, pupils in Years 5
and 6 have not benefited as much from this curriculum. Teachers do not always
take account of gaps in these pupils’ prior learning before moving on to new
work. Regularly checking on Year 5 and 6 pupils’ knowledge and necessary
adaptations to teaching will enable these pupils to benefit from the new
curriculum as much as pupils in younger year groups.

How can I feed back my views?
You can use Ofsted Parent View to give Ofsted your opinion on your child's school,
or to find out what other parents and carers think. We use information from Ofsted
Parent View when deciding which schools to inspect, when to inspect them and as
part of their inspection.
The Department for Education has further guidance on how to complain about a
school.
If you are the school and you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you
can complain to Ofsted.

Further information
You can search for published performance information about the school.
In the report, 'disadvantaged pupils' refers to those pupils who attract government
pupil premium funding: pupils claiming free school meals at any point in the last six
years and pupils in care or who left care through adoption or another formal route.
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School details
Unique reference number

100809

Local authority

Southwark

Inspection number

10200569

Type of school

Primary

School category

Maintained

Age range of pupils

3 to 11

Gender of pupils

Mixed

Number of pupils on the school roll

195

Appropriate authority

The governing body

Chair of governing body

Katie Garman

Executive Headteacher

Kate Wooder

Headteacher

Sarah Manley

Website

www.thebridgesfederation.org.uk

Date of previous inspection

15 and 16 November 2017, under
section 5 of the Education Act 2005

Information about this school
 Robert Browning is an average-sized primary school.
 There is a well above average proportion of pupils who speak English as an
additional language. Pupils come from a variety of ethnic backgrounds and speak
a range of languages.
 The school runs a breakfast and after-school club.
 The school uses an off-site behaviour support provision operated by the local
authority.
 Since the previous inspection, there have been changes to the leadership of the
school. The current headteacher was appointed in September 2018 and an
additional deputy headteacher was appointed in September 2019. The current
chair of the governing body was appointed in November 2019.
 In September 2018, the school joined The Bridges Federation and moved to a
hard federation in November 2019.
 During the inspection, approximately half of the pupils in Year 6 were attending
an off-site residential visit.
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Information about this inspection
The inspector(s) carried out this inspection under section 5 of the Education Act
2005.
 Inspectors completed deep dives in these subjects: reading, mathematics,
geography and PE. To do this, they met with subject leaders, had discussions with
staff and pupils, visited lessons and looked at pupils’ work. Inspectors also
considered leaders’ plans for history and religious education.
 Inspectors scrutinised a range of documents, including leaders’ priorities for
improvement.
 Inspectors met with four governors, including the chair and vice-chair of the
governing body. They also spoke with a representative from the local authority.
 Inspectors reviewed the arrangements for safeguarding by scrutinising records
and through discussions with staff and pupils.
 The views of pupils, parents and staff, as gathered through discussions and
Ofsted’s surveys, were considered.
 Inspectors also visited the off-site behaviour support provision used by the
school.
Inspection team
Nick Turvey, lead inspector

Her Majesty's Inspector

Chris Birtles

Ofsted Inspector

Inspection report: Robert Browning Primary School
28 and 29 September 2021

6

The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children's services, and inspects services for children looked after, safeguarding and
child protection.
If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.
You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk.
This publication is available at http://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.
Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.
Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD
T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
© Crown copyright 2021
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