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What is it like to attend this school?

Pupils feel safe and are happy as members of their small school community. They
are kept safe through leaders’ effective safeguarding routines. Typically, pupils
behave well, showing respect to each other and to adults. When misdemeanours
and disagreements occur, including rare instances of bullying, these are sorted out
swiftly. Pupils show a clear social and moral purpose, raising funds for those less
fortunate than themselves. They show regard for people with different
characteristics and who live different lifestyles. They understand the legal rights that
these people enjoy and understand where this is different to their own faith beliefs.

Leaders are ambitious for the number of good GCSE grades that pupils gain.
However, some of the study programmes followed by pupils in key stages 3 and 4
are not organised well enough. The few pupils with special educational needs and/or
disabilities (SEND) are not identified accurately. The headteacher has made a
positive start in improving some aspects of school life, but he and governors have
more to do to improve the quality of the curriculum provided for pupils.

What does the school do well and what does it need to do
better?

All seven areas of learning required by the independent school standards are
covered in key stage 3. All pupils follow the same GCSE courses.

The quality of the curriculum in subjects is variable. The strengths in English,
science and geography are not reflected in some of the other areas. Schemes of
work in some subjects are detailed and bespoke to the school, but in some subjects
they are not fit for purpose. In art, the same work is given to pupils in Years 7, 8
and 9. Similarly, in physical education (PE), the same planning is used for Years 10
and 11, as it is for Years 7, 8 and 9. The computing curriculum plan consists solely
of downloaded overviews from the internet.

Teachers are suitably qualified and have sound subject knowledge. Working
relationships in the classroom are positive. Pupils display good attitudes to learning
and are eager to ask as well as answer questions. The headteacher has introduced a
new assessment framework, based on ‘assessment objectives’ for every lesson.
However, in some subjects these are based on the activities that pupils are expected
to complete, rather than the knowledge they are expected to learn.

Each day starts with hifz (the memorisation of the Koran). ‘Islamic Studies’ has been
replaced with learning of ‘Islamic Rituals’. However, pupils have limited knowledge of
broader events in World and British history to aid their understanding of, for
example, the literature that they study in English lessons. School leaders intend to
introduce history as a curriculum subject.

Leaders decided to close the school library in September 2020 because of the
COVID-19 (coronavirus) pandemic. For similar reasons, the school’s ‘reading for
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pleasure’ strategy has yet to get off the ground. Nevertheless, pupils are given lists
of suggested and appropriate books to take out of the public library.

Leaders do not do enough to identify, provide for and monitor the small number of
pupils with SEND. Schemes of work and classroom teaching do not pay sufficient
heed to these pupils. Although the school now has a generic SEND policy, it is not
tailored to the school or applied in practice. Other policies do not give enough
consideration to the needs of pupils with SEND.

Some aspects of provision for pupils’ spiritual, moral, social and cultural education
are well developed. Links are made with other faith groups. Charity work is strong,
and pupils have mature consideration for those in greater need than themselves.
Opportunities are provided, for example, for pupils to sing nasheeds (Islamic songs)
in assemblies, and take part in events such as the Shakespeare Festival at the
Victoria and Albert Museum.

Suitable careers advice is provided for pupils. The school has started to develop its
policy for relationships and sex education, piloting commercially produced resources
that approach this subject from a faith perspective. Pupils have well-informed
understanding of key topics such as consent, peer-on-peer pressure and online
behaviour. The school complies with schedule 10 of the Equality Act 2010.

The school building, while cramped, is well maintained and clean. It meets all
premises standards. The school makes use of a local park for physical activities at
breaktime. These are well supervised, including appropriate arrangements for first
aid. A local sports centre is used for PE lessons. The centre provides suitable
changing and showering facilities. Pupils walk to these venues. They are well
behaved as they travel, and suitable risk assessments are in place.

The headteacher joined the school, having successfully led another independent
school as proprietor and headteacher. Since his appointment, with the support of the
deputy headteacher, he has updated a number of key policies and practices. Some
policies are very new and have minimal adaptation from their models. As such, most
meet the relevant standards but would benefit from tailoring more closely to the
school’s individual circumstances. During this inspection, further updates were made
to policies and to the school website, to ensure that information was readily
available to parents and carers, as required. However, because of weaknesses with
the school’s curriculum, leaders and governors have not ensured that the
independent school standards have been met in full. However, school leaders have
the capacity and capability to correct any regulatory failings that have been found.

Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.
Appropriate checks are made on all staff and trustees. These are logged accurately

in the single central record. Safer recruitment practices have been strengthened to
include an additional community reference for every new member of staff. Leaders
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place particular emphasis on ensuring that staff understand their responsibilities in
respect of preventing potential radicalisation and extremism.

Staff receive regular training and reminders about their safeguarding duties. Staff
and pupils know who to turn to if they have a concern and know how to keep
themselves safe. Individual case files are kept efficiently. The headteacher and the
designated safeguarding lead engage positively with the local authority, including
with the designated officer for safeguarding and the ‘Prevent’ duty.

What does the school need to do to improve?
(Information for the school and proprietor)

B Some subject schemes of work, including in PE, art and computing, do not show
sufficient detail about what pupils are expected to learn during each year at the
school. This means that pupils do not learn important knowledge and skills in an
incrementally sequenced manner. Consequently, their acquisition of knowledge is
not as strong as it should be in these subjects. Leaders should ensure that
detailed, well-planned schemes of work are in place for every subject, showing
exactly what knowledge pupils are expected to learn, term by term and year by
year.

B Pupils’ SEND are not identified effectively, nor are these needs supported well
enough. Leaders and teachers need to ensure that any SEND — regardless of the
level of that need — are assessed thoroughly and accurately. They should also
ensure that suitable support is given to ensure that these pupils are able to
access the curriculum and make as much progress as their peers.

How can I feed back my views?

You can use Ofsted Parent View to give Ofsted your opinion on your child's school,
or to find out what other parents and carers think. We use Ofsted Parent View
information when deciding which schools to inspect, when to inspect them and as
part of their inspection.

The Department for Education has further guidance on how to complain about a
school.

If you are the provider and you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you
can complain to Ofsted.
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Information about this school

B The school is registered to take up to 130 pupils between the ages of 10 and 16
years.

B At the time of the previous standard inspection in January 2019, the school’s
overall effectiveness was found to be inadequate. An additional inspection was
conducted of the school in July 2019 to look specifically at safeguarding, the
provision of information, and the quality of leadership and management. The
school was judged to have met all of the independent standards that were
checked during that inspection.

B The school does not make any alternative provision for pupils.
B The current headteacher joined the school in September 2020.

Information about this inspection

We carried out this inspection under section 109(1) and (2) of the Education and
Skills Act 2008. The purpose of the inspection is to advise the Secretary of State for
Education about the school's suitability for continued registration as an independent
school.

During the inspection, we also checked whether the school now meets the
independent school standards that it was judged to have failed at a previous
inspection.

The outcome of this inspection is that the school has failed to meet the independent
school standards. These are the requirements of the schedule to the Education
(Independent School Standards) Regulations 2014.

® We carried out this inspection without notice.

m We did deep dives in these subjects: English, science, geography and PE. We met
groups of pupils to discuss their learning in these subjects and looked at their
work. We also met the teachers of these subjects and looked at their curriculum
plans. These conversations also included discussions about safeguarding. We also
looked at curriculum plans in art and computing, and visited lesson in
mathematics and personal, social and health education (PSHE).

B When we met with groups of pupils, we also discussed their views about the
school, behaviour and safety, and PSHE.

m We met with governors, the headteacher and the deputy headteacher. The lead
inspector had a telephone conversation with the local authority designated officer
for safeguarding.

B We scrutinised a range of policies and documents, including those for
safeguarding. We also looked at the school improvement partner’s reports on the
school. We checked the school’s compliance with the independent school
standards, including for the school premises.
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B This was the first routine inspection the school received since the COVID-19
(coronavirus) pandemic began. Inspectors discussed the impact of the pandemic
with the school, and have taken that into account in their evaluation.

Inspection team

Mark Phillips, lead inspector Her Majesty's Inspector
Andrea Bedeau Her Majesty's Inspector
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Annex. Compliance with regulatory requirements

The school failed to meet the following independent school standards

Part 1. Quality of education provided

2(1) The standard in this paragraph is met if-

2(1)(a) the proprietor ensures that a written policy on the curriculum, supported
by appropriate plans and schemes of work, which provides for the matters
specified in sub-paragraph (2) is drawn up and implemented effectively; and
2(1)(b) the written policy, plans and schemes of work-

2(1)(b)(i) take into account the ages, aptitudes and needs of all pupils, including
those pupils with an EHC plan; and

2(2) For the purposes of paragraph (2)(1)(a), the matters are-

2(2)(a) full-time supervised education for pupils of compulsory school age
(construed in accordance with section 8 of the Education Act 1996), which gives
pupils experience in linguistic, mathematical, scientific, technological, human and
social, physical and aesthetic and creative education;

2(2)(h) that all pupils have the opportunity to learn and make progress.

3 The standard in this paragraph is met if the proprietor ensures that the teaching
at the school-

3(a) enables pupils to acquire new knowledge and make good progress
according to their ability so that they increase their understanding and develop
their skills in the subjects taught;

3(d) shows a good understanding of the aptitudes, needs and prior attainments
of the pupils, and ensures that these are taken into account in the planning of
lessons;

3(g) demonstrates that a framework is in place to assess pupils' work regularly
and thoroughly and use information from that assessment to plan teaching so
that pupils can progress.

Part 8. Quality of leadership in and management of schools

34(1) The standard about the quality of leadership and management is met if the
proprietor ensures that persons with leadership and management responsibilities
at the school-

34(1)(a) demonstrate good skills and knowledge appropriate to their role so that
the independent school standards are met consistently;

34(1)(b) fulfil their responsibilities effectively so that the independent school
standards are met consistently.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects
to achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for
learners of all ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the
Children and Family Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education and training in
prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council children's services, and inspects services
for children looked after, safeguarding and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille, please
telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format or medium, under
the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, visit
www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the Information Policy Team,
The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk.

This publication is available at http://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more information and
updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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