
Inspection of Early Bairds Children's 
Nursery
48 Orchard Street, Great Harwood, BLACKBURN BB6 7EE

Inspection date: 14 October 2021

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children enjoy attending the nursery. They arrive eager to see their friends and 
play happily together. They have formed strong relationships with staff, who are 
kind and welcoming in their approach. Children demonstrate confidence and a 
positive attitude to learning. Staff have high expectations of children and provide 
activities that help children to make progress. Planning takes into account 
children's likes and interests. For example, following an autumnal walk, toddlers 
have collected leaves and pine cones. Staff created a sensory activity and hid what 
the children found during their walk within an ice sculpture. They encourage the 
children to work out how they can melt the ice in order to reveal the hidden 
autumn objects. This helps to create awe and wonder and develops children's 
awareness of the natural world around them.

Children demonstrate that they feel safe and secure at the nursery. They behave 
well and are beginning to understand the routines at the nursery and what is 
expected of them. Although parents are unable to enter the nursery at present, 
due to the COVID-19 (coronavirus) pandemic, staff warmly greet their children at 
the door. Staff share information with parents about their child's care, learning and 
development using an electronic application and through discussions at arrival and 
collection times.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Overall, staff support children to develop their emerging language skills. They 
use questioning to encourage children to express their ideas, and they use 
labelling and repetition as children play. However, staff working with younger 
children do not consistently support them to develop their growing vocabulary. 
They do not always model the correct pronunciation of words or recognise how 
dummies can affect children's language development. Furthermore, occasionally, 
staff working in the pre-school room do not model the correct pronunciation of 
letter sounds.

n Staff place a strong emphasis on helping children to develop their confidence 
and well-being. They plan transitions to new rooms and share information about 
children's backgrounds and developmental starting points. Children learn to 
consider their emotions and talk about these freely during circle-time activities. 
Furthermore, children engage in mindfulness activities that help them to 
regulate their feelings and understand their emotions. However, on occasions, 
staff do not successfully support children's transitions between activities and 
routines. This means that children become restless and disengaged as they wait 
for the next activity or routine to begin.

n Staff observe children's learning as they play and note their next steps in 
learning. However, staff do not always complete assessments of children's 
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learning in a timely manner or share these with parents. Despite this, children 
make good progress, including children with special educational needs and/or 
disabilities and children who speak English as an additional language. 

n Young children are beginning to understand how to keep themselves safe. For 
example, toddlers carefully use scissors to cut up magazines. As they do, staff 
talk to them about the importance of keeping their fingers out of the way and 
how to carry the scissors safely. Furthermore, pre-school children show an 
impressive understanding of what to do in an emergency. They discuss who they 
would call if there was a fire and how to share their address so that the 
emergency services can help them. These activities help children to develop 
skills for the future. 

n The manager is a reflective practitioner who has a clear vision regarding the 
future development of the nursery. She observes staff's practice and provides 
feedback to help to raise the quality of teaching to a higher standard. Staff 
engage in regular supervision sessions where their professional development is 
discussed and planned for. 

n Parents speak highly of the nursery. They describe how their children have made 
progress since attending and how much they look forward to coming to the 
nursery. They comment on the friendly staff team and the flexible service that is 
provided. Parents value the online system that leaders have implemented. They 
appreciate the daily updates from staff about sleep routines, meals and 
activities. As a result, they feel that communication is a strength of the nursery. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Leaders and staff know how to recognise the possible signs and symptoms of 
abuse and the procedures they must follow should they have any concerns about a 
child's welfare. They demonstrate an awareness of wider safeguarding issues, such 
as domestic violence and the 'Prevent' duty. Furthermore, staff describe the 
nursery's whistle-blowing procedures and fully understand how to report any 
concerns about a colleague's practice or conduct. Staff attend regular training to 
ensure that their knowledge is kept up to date. Leaders discuss safeguarding 
regularly at staff meetings and use spot questioning to test staff's understanding. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n support staff to understand how to further extend children's growing vocabulary 
and communication skills

n help staff to consider how they can support children effectively during transitions 
in their daily routines, so that children do not become restless and disengaged

n develop further staff's awareness of the importance of completing timely 

Inspection report: Early Bairds Children's Nursery
14 October 2021 3



assessments of children's progress and sharing these with parents, so that 
outcomes for children are continuously improving.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY460197

Local authority Lancashire

Inspection number 10209609

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 4

Total number of places 66

Number of children on roll 54

Name of registered person Early Bairds Children's Nursery Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP902281

Telephone number 01254877877

Date of previous inspection 17 February 2017

Information about this early years setting

Early Bairds Children's Nursery registered in 2013. The nursery employs 12 
members of childcare staff. Of these, 10 hold appropriate early years qualifications 
at level 3 or above, including one who has early years professional status and one 
who has qualified teacher status. The nursery opens from Monday to Friday all year 
round. Sessions are from 7.30am until 6.30pm. The nursery provides funded early 
education for two-, three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Karen Cox
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the nursery received since the COVID-19 
(coronavirus) pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the 
pandemic with the provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation 
of the nursery. 

n The inspector spoke with parents, staff and children at appropriate times 
throughout the inspection. 

n A learning walk was carried out with the manager to discuss the curriculum 
intent and how the provision is organised.

n The inspector carried out a joint evaluation of an activity with the manager. 
n The inspector held a meeting with the manager and area manager. She 

reviewed a variety of documents, including evidence of the suitability of staff, 
qualifications, first-aid certificates and policies. 

n The inspector observed interactions between staff and children during activities 
and assessed the impact of teaching on children's learning.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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