
Inspection of The Shepherd's Hut 
Outdoor Day Nursery
Nash Lee Lane, Wendover, Buckinghamshire HP22 6BG

Inspection date: 8 October 2021

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

Children learn through an abundance of activities that stimulate their senses and 
provoke intrigue and excitement. They use large pieces of wood and tyres to 
construct using their imagination. For example, they create a pirate ship and 
imagine that they are birds of prey, swooping to pick up leaves before returning to 
their 'perch'. Older children understand the rules that are in place to keep them 
safe. For example, they learn about fire safety through singing a fire song. This 
supports children in recognising risks and taking measures to keep themselves 
safe. When they have learned these important lessons, children enjoy toasting their 
snacks on the campfire. Children test out what they can do. For example, they 
work out how to climb into hammocks and wrap themselves up as they imagine 
they are a chrysalis. They then emerge with enthusiasm as 'butterflies', using their 
knowledge to link ideas and themes together.

Children with special educational needs and/or disabilities make strides in their 
development. Staff work effectively with other professionals and target support for 
them. By making accurate assessments, staff recognise the excellent progress 
children make.

Children's behaviour is excellent. They are busy and engaged and readily share and 
take turns. Children show the utmost respect for staff and each other. Their superb 
social skills enable them to play and learn together in a calm and happy 
environment.   

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Staff use the ambitious curriculum to support children in building on their 
knowledge and skills over time. In the baby barn, children practise moving 
around tree stumps and explore natural materials. They immerse themselves in 
these experiences, rolling in large trays of oats and delighting in the sensation of 
tipping oats on their feet and hands. 

n During activities, staff skilfully introduce mathematical teaching in creative and 
imaginative ways. For example, children compare sizes of pumpkins, count out 
seeds and estimate how many flowers will grow. 

n Staff share a singular vision for providing children with the very best 
experiences. They have high expectations for what children are capable of and 
can achieve. In the baby barn, staff ensure that babies experience the same 
levels of challenge and rewarding opportunities as they provide for older 
children. Babies follow their natural impulses to explore. They practise climbing 
on and off the step and test out how they can create sounds through banging 
two items together. They show their absolute joy in being able to create loud 
sounds. 
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n Children speak fluently and articulate their ideas with confidence. Staff's 
excellent support encourages children to share their views. These strong 
foundations in communicating equip children extremely well for working 
successfully with their peers and sharing their thoughts with adults. 

n Staff strive to provide children with rich experiences that help them to 
understand about the world and the people who live in it. Parents say how 
welcoming and inclusive the nursery feels. Parents say that staff celebrate their 
family's uniqueness and individuality. Parents are highly complimentary about 
the nursery. They discuss the benefits of children learning outdoors, especially 
for children's sleep and appetites. 

n Children learn about growth and decay. Children observe what animals and birds 
eat. Staff teach them about difficult concepts, such as when they found a dead 
squirrel. Staff do not shy away from talking children through this. Consequently, 
children learn about life and death in ways relevant to their young age.

n At the nursery, children learn about reducing waste and recycling. Their personal 
and hygiene needs are met efficiently. Staff do not waste any opportunity for 
learning as children learn about composting and dealing with waste. Children 
grow and harvest prickly cucumbers and make jam from raspberries they have 
grown. They develop positive attitudes towards trying the new foods they have 
nurtured. 

n Staff demonstrate infectious enthusiasm for their work. The excellent support 
and supervision that managers provide help staff to continually improve on their 
teaching skills. Support for students is exceptional and students flourish in 
confidence and love their time spent training at the nursery. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Children's safety is paramount at the nursery. Staff are vigilant in supervising 
children. There are extensive risk assessments to ensure that children can explore 
the environment safely. Managers understand and implement safe recruitment 
practice and monitor the ongoing suitability of staff. All staff understand about how 
to work successfully with the local safeguarding partners. Staff are acutely aware 
of how the COVID-19 (coronavirus) pandemic has had a negative impact on mental 
health and family life. They are alert to signs that children might be at risk of harm 
and know how to swiftly act upon this to protect children.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY560373

Local authority Buckinghamshire

Inspection number 10190964

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 5

Total number of places 20

Number of children on roll 69

Name of registered person Chiltern Forest School Ltd

Registered person unique 
reference number RP560372

Telephone number 07801 827837

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

The Shepherd's Hut Outdoor Day Nursery registered in 2018. The nursery is an 
outdoor provision and operates in Wendover. The nursery opens each weekday 
from 8am until 4pm during school term time and 9am until 2pm during some 
school holidays. The nursery employs 13 members of childcare staff. Of these, nine 
hold appropriate early years qualifications at level 3 and above. The nursery 
provides funded early education for two-, three- and four-year-old children. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Hayley Marshall-Gowen
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the setting received since the COVID-19 
(coronavirus) pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the 
pandemic with the setting and has taken that into account in their evaluation of 
the setting.

n The inspector observed the quality of teaching during activities outdoors and 
assessed the impact this has on children's learning.

n A joint observation was completed and discussed with the managers. 
n During the inspection, the inspector held a meeting with the manager and the 

provider. She looked at relevant documentation, such as evidence of the 
suitability of staff working in the nursery.

n The inspector spoke with staff and children at suitable times throughout the 
inspection. 

n Parents were invited to share their views with the inspector. Several parents 
discussed their views during the inspection and the inspector took account of all 
feedback received.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2021
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