
Inspection of Blydes Afterschool
Johnsons Farm, Butchers Lane, Ash, Sevenoaks, Kent TN15 7HF

Inspection date: 24 September 2021

The quality and 
standards of early 
years provision

This 
inspection

Met

Previous   
inspection

Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

This provision meets requirements

Children are very settled and confident in their setting. They have secure 
relationships with familiar staff that helps them to explore and experiment in their 
play. Children laugh with enthusiasm during their play. Staff engage well with the 
children, interacting with them effectively. They give children ideas for different 
play and encourage children to extend this further. For example, children use the 
tyres to jump in and out of. They move the tyres by dragging them and then rolling 
them to the grass to extend their play.

Older children are positive role models for younger children. They share ideas and 
teach them new games. For example, older children teach younger children how to 
play noughts and crosses with chalk on the floor outside. They explain carefully 
and slowly how to draw the grid and where they need to draw a nought or a cross. 
Younger children watch and listen carefully, gaining new skills from their older 
friends.

Children play in a safe but fun environment. They learn to keep themselves safe. 
They listen to reminders and explanations from staff. Children know right from 
wrong and are quick to remind others of the impact their actions have on other 
children's safety.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Children show great resilience and persistence in completing activities to their 
own satisfaction. Staff encourage children to problem solve and work together 
as a team to work out how to complete a task. For example, children of all ages 
work together to move the foam mats, in a high tower, back to the shed. The 
tower falls down numerous times. However, children talk through a plan and 
negotiate together to hold a corner each. They move at the same time to put 
them all away in one go. 

n Children's experiences are celebrated and shared with others. They feel unique 
and have a high level of self-worth. Staff have a good knowledge of children's 
interests and preferences in their play. They use this well to provide challenging 
experiences for more confident children. Younger children, who are new to the 
setting, are reassured and receive one-to-one interaction. Staff use information 
gained from parents and children, when first registering, to provide familiar and 
favourite activities. 

n The staff team have a very positive attitude towards working cohesively. They 
provide a consistent approach to the care of the children. The know the children 
well and share information to ensure they receive continuous care. Staff are 
eager to improve and listen to advice and implement new practices quickly. They 
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actively evaluate the effectiveness of new practices by talking to children, 
observing their play and looking at the impact this has on children's social skills.

n Staff attend and complete regular training. They develop their knowledge and 
share new practices to help enhance the children's experiences at the club. They 
successfully implement new ideas and practice to, support individual children's 
interests and needs. 

n Children behave well together. They learn to share with each other. They show 
compassion and care towards their younger friends. Staff adapt play to make 
sure all children are included. Children notice their friends watching their play 
and invite them in to experience the fun that they are having. 

n Staff promote children's physical well-being very well. They have access to 
plenty of outdoor space to run, climb, explore, throw, kick and roll. They use the 
space well to extend their movements, using equipment to challenge their 
existing skills. Staff encourage all children to play outside to gain fresh air and to 
use energy from a day at school. Children help to plan weekly menus, providing 
their favourite meals and supporting their understanding of healthy eating. 
Children have access to fresh drinking water at all times to help them stay 
hydrated.

n Parents make very positive comments about the continuous service available to 
the local community. Parents really appreciate the personalised provision for 
their school, especially during the COVID-19 (coronavirus) pandemic. Parents 
have access to a full website of information and receive regular updates via 
email and verbal conversations with staff. They liaise well with the school to 
promote the ongoing care of the children.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff have a clear knowledge of their responsibilities to protect children from harm. 
They continuously update their knowledge through training and discussions. Staff 
are highly aware of providing a safe and secure environment for children's play. 
Robust procedures are in place to transport children from school to the setting. The 
manager ensures ratios are adhered to through a well deployed staff team who 
supervise the children effectively. The manager has clear ongoing suitability 
procedures in place to ensure staff are suitable to care for children. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY556790

Local authority Kent 

Inspection number 10190634

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Out-of-school day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

4 to 10

Total number of places 32

Number of children on roll 37

Name of registered person Blyde's Playbarn Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP536824

Telephone number 07545467870

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Blydes Afterschool registered in 2018. It is privately owned. The club is located in a 
play barn converted building in New Ash Green, Kent. The after-school club opens 
Monday to Friday, 3pm until 6pm, term time only. There are four members of staff, 
including the provider, who work with the children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Claire Parnell
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
(coronavirus) pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the 
pandemic with the provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation 
of the provider.

n The inspector viewed the provision and discussed the safety and suitability of 
the premises. 

n Children spoke to the inspector during the inspection about the activities they 
enjoy at the setting.

n The inspector talked to staff at appropriate times during the inspection and took 
into account their views. 

n Parents shared their views of the setting with the inspector.
n The manager showed the inspector documentation to demonstrate the suitabilty 

of staff.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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