
Inspection of The Peartree 
Kindergarten
Conway Close, Maidenhall, Ipswich, Suffolk IP2 8PR

Inspection date: 5 October 2021

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Good



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Due to the COVID-19 (coronavirus) pandemic, parents do not come into the setting 
but hand their children over to staff at the door. Children readily separate from 
their main carer and come into the setting happily. They develop good relationships 
with staff and confidently go to them for support with activities, reassurance and a 
cuddle. Children behave well. Staff are careful to ensure that the established 
routines for babies are continued. This helps to promote a sense of belonging for 
babies and supports them to feel safe and settled.

Children benefit from interesting activities across the areas of learning. Staff base 
some activities on children's interests. However, they also introduce topics that 
children might not know about, which ignites new interests and challenges 
children's learning. For example, staff have introduced the topic of 'outer space'. 
Children are inspired by this, and staff supplement activities with books and stories. 
Children learn that books can be both fiction and non-fiction. Staff chat to children 
as they play and learn. Children practise physical skills as they handle 'moon 
dough' and explore the texture. Staff introduce additional items, such as lollipop 
sticks, googly eyes and star-shaped cutters. This supports children's individual 
creativity effectively.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Since the last inspection, the outdoor area has been improved to ensure that 
those children who learn best outdoors are able to do so. The children 
particularly enjoy playing outdoors and staff ensure that they are able to access 
activities across all areas of learning when outside.

n Staff know the children well and talk confidently about where they are in their 
learning. Staff know what children need to learn next and organise the 
curriculum to meet children's individual learning needs. Staff are aware of the 
intention of activities and what they want the children to achieve.

n Children with special educational needs and/or disabilities are supported well. 
The member of staff responsible for coordinating the care and learning for these 
children is knowledgeable and passionate about her role, which helps to ensure 
that they make the best possible progress.

n Staff engage children in conversation, repeat back what they say and introduce 
new vocabulary, such as when playing a shopping game together. They use 
signing and pictorial prompts to support children's developing understanding. 
However, children who speak English as an additional language do not have 
regular opportunities to use their home language in the setting. Staff do not 
know key words to enable them to respond readily to children's requests and 
needs.

n Overall, children are supported well to develop the key skills needed for school. 
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They learn to manage their own hygiene needs, such as washing their hands. 
Children are taught to use cutlery and manage their own self-care needs, such 
as putting on their own coat and shoes.

n Children are helped to understand what is expected of them. For example, when 
a child wants a wheeled toy, a member of staff gently explains to him that he 
needs to wait for his turn. Older children take part in games that require taking 
turns. Staff encourage children to work together, such as helping each other to 
use crates to build a 'bridge' across a puddle in the garden.

n The management team has a clear vision for the development of the setting to 
bring about the highest-quality care and learning experience for children. Staff 
have regular supervision meetings to support their well-being, monitor their 
practice and tackle underperformance. There is a programme of professional 
development to further improve practice.

n The management team ensures that children receive any additional funding that 
they are entitled to. However, they do not seek parents' views on how the early 
years pupil premium could be best spent, to promote the best possible progress 
for their children.

n Overall, staff work well with parents. Parents describe staff as 'friendly' and 
'caring'. Staff work together with them and encourage them to remain actively 
involved in their children's learning in the setting and at home.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff have a good understanding of their responsibilities to protect the welfare of 
children. They are aware of the indicators of abuse and know how to report 
concerns. Staff are confident about the process to follow. There is an effective 
whistle-blowing procedure to ensure that they know how to report concerns about 
colleagues. The management team is clear about the procedure to manage an 
allegation against staff, to ensure that the necessary action is followed. Effective 
recruitment and selection procedures are implemented to ensure that those 
working with children are suitable to do so.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n support children who speak English as an additional language to feel confident 
to use their home language in the setting

n involve parents in decisions about how the early years pupil premium funding for 
their children is spent.

Inspection report: The Peartree Kindergarten
5 October 2021 3



Setting details
Unique reference number EY285889

Local authority Suffolk

Inspection number 10209175

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 11

Total number of places 71

Number of children on roll 106

Name of registered person The Peartree Kindergarten Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP523569

Telephone number 01473 601178

Date of previous inspection 4 January 2017

Information about this early years setting

The Peartree Kindergarten registered in 2004. The setting employs 25 members of 
childcare staff, including the owners. Of these, 20 hold appropriate early years 
qualifications at level 2 or above, including one who has an early years teacher 
qualification. The setting is open from Monday to Friday for 51 weeks of the year, 
except for one week at Christmas. Sessions are from 7.30am to 6pm. The setting 
provides funded early education for two-, three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Jacqui Mason

Inspection report: The Peartree Kindergarten
5 October 2021 4



Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the setting received since the COVID-19 
(coronavirus) pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the 
pandemic with the provider and has taken that into account in her evaluation of 
the setting.

n The inspector viewed the provision and discussed the safety and suitability of 
the premises.

n The registered individual and the deputy manager joined the inspector on a 
learning walk and talked to the inspector about their curriculum and what they 
want the children to learn.

n Children communicated with the inspector during the inspection.
n The inspector talked to staff at appropriate times during the inspection.
n The inspector spoke with the registered individual and co-owner about the 

leadership and management of the setting.
n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 

outdoors, and assessed the impact on children's learning.
n The inspector carried out a joint observation of an activity with a member of 

staff.
n Parents shared their views of the setting with the inspector.
n The registered individual showed the inspector relevant documentation, 

including evidence of the suitability of staff working in the setting.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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