
Inspection of Harold Wood Pre School 
Limited
Harold Wood Methodist Church, The Drive, Harold Wood, Romford RM3 0DU

Inspection date: 15 September 2021

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children are happy and flourish at this welcoming setting. The caring staff have 
high expectations for children. They sensitively nurture each child's confidence and 
well-being right from the start. Children settle in quickly and demonstrate that they 
feel safe and secure. They become independent thinkers and to make positive 
choices about their behaviour and play. Children learn to recognise and manage 
their physical needs, for example when they need to wipe their nose or have a 
drink of water. This helps to prepare them for moving on to school.

Children's behaviour is exemplary. All children show kindness and respect towards 
others. Older children speak openly about their feelings and develop strong 
friendships. They know if they want company they can sit on the 'buddy bench'. 
Younger children make up simple role play games together. They agree that they 
are making 'mashed potatoes' as they mix together mud, water and pine cones. 
They notice when another child wants to join in and offer to share the resources.

Children are highly curious and keen to explore. Younger children concentrate 
intently as they work out how to open and close various locks and fastenings. Older 
children are intrigued to discover the different colours and shades they can 
produce by mixing paints. They proudly share their achievements with others.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The manager, who also owns the setting, has created an ambitious curriculum 
to support all areas of children's learning. The education programmes are clearly 
sequenced to help children to build on what they already know and can do. 
Additional funding is used to enhance children's learning and ensure that they 
can access all areas of the curriculum.

n Staff monitor children's learning closely. They identify where children may need 
extra help and provide individualised plans to help close the gaps in their 
learning. All children, including children who speak English as an additional 
language and those who receive funding, make good progress.

n The manager ensures that staff receive regular coaching and training. Staff 
describe how her consistent support and encouragement give them confidence 
to take on new roles and responsibilities. This helps them to continuously 
improve their professional skills and knowledge.

n Staff skilfully support children's learning during play, daily routines and planned 
activities. For instance, children learn to measure time by looking at a visual 
timeline of the day's events or using sand timers to monitor turn taking.

n Staff provide very good support for children's language and communication 
skills. For example, they use simple sign language and pictures during activities 
and routines. This helps children who are developing their speech to express 

Inspection report: Harold Wood Pre School Limited
15 September 2021 2



their needs and preferences. Staff share stories and books with children every 
day and introduce a wide and varied range of words. Older children demonstrate 
their excellent language skills as they confidently 'read' to adults, retelling 
familiar stories from memory.

n Children clearly love learning. They show high levels of curiosity and eagerly set 
themselves challenges. Older children keep trying as they learn how to connect 
construction toys. They comment that 'this is hard' but do not give up until they 
have mastered the skill. They continue to challenge themselves by creating 
increasingly complex models. 

n Staff ensure that children play outdoors each day. Children learn to manage 
risks as they practise climbing and balancing. This vigorous exercise enhances 
their physical health and well-being. Staff provide healthy choices at snack 
times. This includes a variety of fresh fruit and vegetables. However, staff do not 
give consistent messages to children about foods which are unhealthy and can 
damage their teeth.

n Staff get to know children and families well. They find out about special events 
in children's lives and these are celebrated in the nursery. For example, at 
Christmas, children present a nativity play to parents. However, staff do not 
always consider how to broaden children's understanding of people and 
communities outside of their own experiences.

n Parents speak very positively about the nursery and staff. They say their children 
love coming to the setting and talk affectionately about staff when they are at 
home. Parents state that they are well informed about their child's progress and 
what they need to learn next. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff have a clear understanding of the nursery's safeguarding procedures. They 
know how to identify the signs of child abuse, such as physical marks or changes in 
behaviour. Staff know what to do if they have concerns about a child's welfare. 
They understand the procedures to follow should there be a concern or an 
allegation made about a member of staff. The manager ensures that she and the 
staff receive regular training to update their knowledge of a range of safeguarding 
matters. This includes wider issues, such as the risks of radicalisation. The 
manager carries out robust checks when recruiting staff, to help ensure that they 
are suitable to work with children. Risk assessments are used effectively to provide 
a safe and hygienic environment for children.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n enable staff to better support children's understanding of people, families and 
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communities outside of their own experiences
n ensure more consistency in the ways that staff enhance children's understanding 

of healthy eating and how to care for their teeth.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY561705

Local authority Havering

Inspection number 10190972

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection 2 to 4

Total number of places 35

Number of children on roll 40

Name of registered person Harold Wood Pre School Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP561704

Telephone number 07944634146

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Harold Wood Pre School Limited registered in 2018 and is located in Harold Wood. 
It operates Monday to Friday during term time only. On Tuesdays, the setting is 
open from 9am until 12pm, and on all other days it is open from 9am until 3pm. 
The provider employs nine members of staff. Of these, seven are qualified at level 
3 and one at level 2. The provider receives funding to provide free early education 
for children aged two, three and four years.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Sarah Crawford
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
(coronavirus) pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the 
pandemic with the provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation 
of the provider. 

n The manager and the inspector toured all areas of the provision. They discussed 
the organisation of the setting and the education programmes.

n Parents, children and staff shared their views with the inspector during the 
inspection. 

n The inspector observed the quality of education being provided, indoors and 
outdoors, and assessed the impact that this was having on children's learning.

n A meeting was held between the inspector and manager to discuss issues such 
as staff supervision and the evaluation of the provision. 

n The inspector carried out a joint observation with the manager. 
n A sample of relevant documentation was viewed by the inspector, including 

suitability checks for staff, paediatric first-aid certificates and safeguarding 
policies.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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