
Childminder report

Inspection date: 23 September 2021

Overall effectiveness Requires improvement

The quality of education Requires improvement

Behaviour and attitudes Requires improvement

Personal development Requires improvement

Leadership and management Requires improvement

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision requires improvement

Children form close attachments to the childminder and they settle quickly in her 
care. They receive cuddles and individual attention, helping them to feel secure. 
Babies play independently, exploring some physical and sensory toys within the 
close supervision of the childminder. They develop an understanding of why things 
happen and how things work, when they confidently press buttons on musical 
battery operated toys. Babies engage in a game of peekaboo with the childminder. 
They show they are happy by smiling. Babies enjoy being pushed gently from side 
to side on the swing as the childminder sings to them to promote their 
communication and language development. The childminder does not have high 
expectations for children's development. Teaching is not strong.

The childminder acts as a positive role model to help young children develop 
suitable social skills. For example, children pass a ball back and forth with the 
childminder and begin to understand the idea of taking turns and sharing.

Parents develop positive relationships with the childminder. They exchange 
information about their child's care and development needs. Parents know their 
children's individual next steps to support their learning at home. They comment 
that they are happy with the service provided.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Although, the childminder has clear learning intentions for children's learning, 
she does not implement her curriculum to progress their learning effectively 
enough. Children are not always motivated and challenged to learn what they 
need to know next. This means that children are not making good progress in 
some areas of learning. For example, the childminder does not offer sufficient 
support for babies to develop their walking and opportunities for children to 
explore books and develop their early literacy are limited. Children lack 
motivation and do not make good progress.

n The childminder understands how to promote children's language but is not 
effective in promoting language for children who speak English as an additional 
language.

n Babies have a story read to them by the childminder. They quickly loose 
concentration, and the childminder adapts her teaching to point out things in the 
book. The childminder helps children learn new words, such as through 
repeating 'quack' and 'flap'.

n The childminder teaches young children some mathematical concepts during 
everyday play, such as number and shape. For example, she counts with 
children and points out a few numbers and shapes on a battery operated toy. 
Children develop some skills in readiness for the next stage in their learning.
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n The childminder arranges for children to meet other children and widen their 
social and cultural awareness about the community in which they live. Children 
benefit from fresh air and exercise. They play in the childminder's garden and go 
on regular trips to the local park, to access a range of play equipment to develop 
their large-motor skills. However, too many children play on the trampoline. She 
does not follow the manufacturer's instructions regarding the use of the 
trampoline in her garden and comply with the requirements of health and safety 
legislation. Children do not understand how to keep themselves safe.

n The childminder works closely with parents to meet children's dietary needs. She 
ensures the meals and drinks offered to children are healthy and promote their 
good oral health. However, the childminder does not always ensure that 
personal hygiene routines are maintained. For example, she does not wash 
children's hands before mealtimes and when coming in from the garden.

n The childminder advertises her service as having a 'Christian based ethos' and 
mainly celebrates Christian festivals with children throughout the year, such as 
Christmas and Easter. The childminder identifies areas where she wants to 
improve. For example, she wants to widen her knowledge about other religious 
festivals and introduce more resources and activities to help children learn about 
the similarities and differences between people and how they live. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The childminder has a suitable understanding of her role in protecting children 
from risk of harm and what she would do if she had concerns about a child's 
safety. She has a secure awareness of the possible signs and symptoms of abuse, 
including those that may suggest that children are at risk of extreme views or 
behaviours. Although, the childminder has a current paediatric first-aid certificate 
she has not always kept this up to date, which could impact on children's health 
and well-being. The childminder asks parent's permission to give children 
medication but does not always maintain effective record keeping.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To meet the requirements of the early years foundation stage and 
Childcare Register the provider must:

Due date
ensure there is more focus on the 
learning intentions, when planning the 
environment to improve teaching

04/10/2021

maintain a written record of medication 
given to children together with a record 
of parental consent

04/10/2021
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comply with requirements of health and 
safety legislation when using equipment 
and advise parents of any health and 
safety risks.

04/10/2021

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n work more closely with parents of children who speak English as an additional 
language to support children's development in their home language

n develop effective daily routines to encourage children's independence and 
understanding of good personal hygiene

n ensure that the paediatric first-aid certificate is consistently kept up to date.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY549047

Local authority Kent 

Inspection number 10190156

Type of provision Childminder

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Childminder

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

1 to 3

Total number of places 5

Number of children on roll 3

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

The childminder registered in 2018. She lives in Dartford, Kent. The childminder 
provides care Monday to Friday, from 7am to 7pm, all year. She has an approved 
childcare qualification. The childminder can provide funded early education for 
children aged two-, three- and four-year-old children. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Jane Winnan

Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the setting received since the COVID-19 
(coronavirus) pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the 
pandemic with the childminder and has taken that into account in their 
evaluation of the setting.

n The childminder walked the inspector around her home to understand how the 
early years provision and the curriculum are organised.

n The inspector carried out joint observations with the childminder. 
n The inspector held discussions with the childminder and interacted with children 

at appropriate times during the inspection. 
n The inspector looked at a sample of documents. This included the safeguarding 

children's policy and complaints procedure. 
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We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2021
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