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What is it like to attend this school? 
 
Pupils enjoy coming to school because they like learning and being with their 
friends. They say that it is a friendly school, and that staff are friendly and 
supportive. They say that there is no bullying and if there are any friendship 
problems, staff help them to resolve them quickly. 
 
Staff have high expectations of pupils. This means that pupils behave well in lessons 
and around the school. All pupils, including pupils with special educational needs 
and/or disabilities (SEND), are fully included in school life. All pupils go on exciting 
trips to learn about the subjects they are studying. For example, Year 2 pupils 
visited the statue of a local hero, Frank Foley, to learn about his importance in 
history. 
 
Pupils enjoy reading and listening to stories read by their teachers. This helps them 
to learn well in other subjects. However, in a minority of subjects, pupils do not 
learn as well. Leaders are taking effective action to improve this rapidly. 
 
Nursery and Reception are an integral part of the school. Children get a very good 
start to their education. They are enthusiastic about learning and thrive in this 
setting. 
 

What does the school do well and what does it need to do 
better? 
 
Staff share leaders’ ambitions for pupils to succeed in their learning and to thrive 
socially and emotionally. Leaders have prioritised reading across all year groups. 
Staff have worked hard to implement an effective approach to reading. 
Consequently, children in Reception and pupils in key stage 1 learn to read well. 
 
In Reception and Nursery, staff help children to develop their vocabulary so that 
they can learn about subjects successfully. For example, inspectors observed 
Reception children using the word ‘navigate’ when learning about maps. Similarly, 
across key stages 1 and 2, staff help pupils expand their vocabulary so that they can 
be more successful learners and read well. For example, in history, Year 2 pupils use 
words such as ‘activist’ when categorising historical figures. 
 
Leaders and staff have established a well-sequenced curriculum in most subject 
areas. For example, in mathematics, pupils draw skilfully on their prior knowledge to 
help them learn new topics. This helps pupils to learn different methods to solve 
mathematical problems. In Reception, children have many opportunities to develop 
their understanding of number. 
 
The English curriculum enables pupils to revisit key grammar and texts when 
crafting their writing. The curriculum also provides pupils with many opportunities to 
develop their imaginative interpretations of the world. For example, Year 5 and Year 
6 pupils visited Brent Knoll to see, first hand, the source of a local legend. However, 



 
 

 
 

  Inspection report: Churchfield Church School 

22 and 23 September 2021 3 
 

 

in a few subject areas, leaders acknowledge that pupils’ learning is not as well 
planned. Leaders are taking speedy and effective action to address this. 
 
Leaders have put in place effective systems to ensure that pupils keep up with the 
curriculum. Staff use information about pupils well to inform the planning of their 
lessons. They revisit learning to ensure that pupils have a secure understanding 
before moving onto new topics. 
 
Pupils with SEND receive highly effective support. Some pupils with complex needs 
study the curriculum with suitable adaptations. Consequently, pupils with SEND 
flourish in the school. Leaders have also ensured that pupils attend school regularly. 
They have developed strong relationships with parents and carers. Leaders have 
communicated the message well that if pupils are not in school, they are not 
learning. 
 
Pupils’ positive attitudes to school begin in early years. Children are highly 
enthusiastic about their learning. They use talk very well to build each other’s 
understanding of the world. For example, an inspector observed two children, 
dressed as police officers, discussing in detail how to capture a robber who had 
stolen all the ‘candy’. Pupils across the school are kind and respectful towards each 
other. They are attentive in lessons and want to achieve. 
 
Pupils are well prepared for life in modern Britain. They learn about democracy 
throughout the curriculum. For example, Year 2 pupils spoke about the importance 
of respecting other people’s opinions in a history lesson. Pupils also vote for their 
representatives in the school council. 
 
Governors monitor the work of leaders very well. They ask challenging questions to 
ensure that pupils receive a good education. Staff are overwhelmingly positive about 
working at the school. They state that leaders support their workload and inspire 
them to do well. 
 

Safeguarding 
 
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.  
 
The school’s checks on adults who work at the school are fit for purpose. Leaders 
and staff are vigilant in their care for the emotional and physical safety of pupils. 
Leaders are tenacious in their work with external agencies to ensure the 
safeguarding of pupils. All pupils who spoke to inspectors stated that they felt safe 
and protected by staff at the school. 
 
The school’s system for recording safeguarding concerns are not as strong as it 
could be. 
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What does the school need to do to improve? 
 
(Information for the school and appropriate authority) 
 
 In a minority of subjects, leaders have not established a well-designed 

curriculum. This means that pupils do not learn new knowledge in these subjects 
as well as they do in other areas of the curriculum. Leaders need to embed the 
recently developed curriculum so that pupils learn more and remember more 
across all subjects in the national curriculum. 

 There is a strong culture of safeguarding in the school, ensuring that pupils are 
safe. However, leaders do not record their responses to safeguarding concerns in 
sufficient detail. This means that they do not have a detailed chronology of the 
actions they have taken. Leaders need to ensure that the recording of 
safeguarding concerns is thorough.  

 

How can I feed back my views? 
 
You can use Ofsted Parent View to give Ofsted your opinion on your child’s school, 
or to find out what other parents and carers think. We use information from Ofsted 
Parent View when deciding which schools to inspect, when to inspect them and as 
part of their inspection. 
 
The Department for Education has further guidance on how to complain about a 
school. 
 
If you are the school and you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you 
can complain to Ofsted. 
 

Further information 
 
You can search for published performance information about the school. 
 
In the report, ‘disadvantaged pupils’ refers to those pupils who attract government 
pupil premium funding: pupils claiming free school meals at any point in the last six 
years and pupils in care or who left care through adoption or another formal route. 
   

http://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/complain-about-school
http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report
http://www.compare-school-performance.service.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/guidance/pupil-premium-information-for-schools-and-alternative-provision-settings


 
 

 
 

  Inspection report: Churchfield Church School 

22 and 23 September 2021 5 
 

 

 
School details 
 

Unique reference number 139278 

Local authority Somerset 

Inspection number 10200947 

Type of school Primary 

School category Academy converter 

Age range of pupils 3 to 11 

Gender of pupils Mixed 

Number of pupils on the school roll 454 

Appropriate authority Board of trustees 

Chair of trust Nigel Daniel 

Headteacher Ross Minton 

Website www.churchfieldchurchschool.co.uk 

Date of previous inspection 7 May 2021, under section 8 of the 
Education Act 2005. 

 

Information about this school 
 
 Churchfield Church School is in the Bath and Wells Multi-Academy Trust. 

 The school has a Nursery on the school site. 

 
Information about this inspection 
 
The inspector(s) carried out this inspection under section 5 of the Education Act 
2005. 
 
 Inspectors held meetings with the headteacher, senior and curriculum leaders, 

governors and trustees. 

 Inspectors carried out deep dives in these subjects: early reading, English, 
mathematics and geography. This meant that, in each subject, inspectors met 
with senior and curriculum leaders, talked to pupils, visited lessons, spoke to 
teachers and looked at pupils’ books. 

 Inspectors met with staff to consider their views. 

http://www.churchfieldchurchschool.co.uk/
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 Inspectors reviewed safeguarding records, including the single central record of 
recruitment checks on staff. 

 Inspectors considered the views of parents who responded to the confidential 
questionnaire, Ofsted Parent View. They also considered the views of parents who 
spoke to inspectors. They evaluated the views of staff from the Ofsted online 
questionnaire.  

Inspection team 

 

Susan Aykin, lead inspector Her Majesty’s Inspector 

Richard Vaughan Ofsted Inspector 

Martin Greenwood Ofsted Inspector 

    



 
 

 
 

  Inspection report: Churchfield Church School 

22 and 23 September 2021 7 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

The Office for Standards in Education, Children’s Services and Skills (Ofsted) 

regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 

inspects childcare and children’s social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 

training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 

and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children’s services, and inspects services for children looked after, safeguarding and 

child protection. 
 

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

 

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 

visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 

psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk. 

 
This publication is available at http://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/. 

 
Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 

information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn. 

 
Piccadilly Gate 

Store Street 
Manchester 

M1 2WD 
 

T: 0300 123 1231 

Textphone: 0161 618 8524 
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk 

W: www.gov.uk/ofsted 
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