
Inspection of Coton In The Elms 
Preschool
The Nest, Coton In The Elms Primary School, Elmslea Avenue, Coton-In-The-Elms, 
Swadlincote, Derbyshire DE12 8HE

Inspection date: 21 September 2021

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children enter the pre-school with excitement and enthusiasm. They sit on the 
carpet and listen to staff attentively. They join in singing about the days of the 
week and thoroughly enjoy saying 'hello' to their friends. Children move around the 
room with confidence, choosing what to play with. They snuggle close to staff and 
talk to them about what they are doing. Children use outside equipment skilfully. 
They climb up the steps of the slide and scream with delight as they slide down. 
Children negotiate the obstacles in the playground as they race up and down, 
safely riding the tricycles. 

Children are eager to play and have a positive attitude to their learning. They are 
keen to take part in focus activities. For example, they relish making hedgehogs 
out of play dough and dry pasta. They use rollers and manipulate the dough using 
their small-muscle skills. They pick the spaghetti up, being careful not to break it, 
and stick the pasta into the dough. Staff encourage children to talk about the 
prickles hedgehogs have on their back. They extend this and ask children about 
where hedgehogs live. Children say, 'In the forest, in the dark'. Children compare 
the patterns they make in the dough and decide if their creations are long or short.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The manager is new in her post. She is ambitious and reflects on her practice to 
improve the quality of the pre-school. The manager supports her staff through 
meetings and training. For example, the manager and staff attend training to 
help them understand the new 'Statutory framework for the early years 
foundation stage'. This has helped to improve their knowledge and think more 
about what and why they plan activities to enhance children's learning. For 
instance, the water play to help children to learn to pour and use their small-
muscle skills.

n The manager and staff provide a curriculum that builds on what children already 
know. They follow children's interests and support their play. Staff provide 
activities to enhance children's individual learning, for example, staff encourage 
children to use numbers and count as they play. Children count the spikes on 
their hedgehog, the pieces of banana at a snack time and the number of toy 
cows on the farm.

n Parents speak highly of the pre-school and are aware of the learning their 
children are doing. Staff share children's next steps with parents. They give 
parents ideas of how they can support their children's learning at home. For 
example, the manager introduces autumn bags. These are to encourage children 
and their parents to collect autumn things at home and bring them into pre-
school to talk about.

n Staff foster children's independence and self-care skills well. They consistently 
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encourage children to try to do things for themselves. As a result, children 
develop confidence in making decisions. Children know to wash their hands 
before snack, they find their name and know where to put their bags as they 
arrive at pre-school. This helps children develop a sense of belonging and helps 
prepare them for school and their future learning.

n Staff find out about children's experiences at home as children start pre-school. 
They build on these experiences to broaden children's learning. For example, 
children who have fewer opportunities at home to look at books can choose 
from the pre-school library and take books home to read with their parents. 
Children who have less experience of people who help in their local community 
benefit from visitors, such as fire fighters and police officers.

n Staff promote children's behaviour well. They have good strategies in place to 
help children understand what to do. Children know the routine and take part in 
tidying away toys. Children learn to cooperate and play well together. This is 
evident as children share the jugs and syringes in the water play. They wait their 
turn to spurt the water down the tubes and laugh as the water splashes at the 
bottom. 

n Staff develop children's communication and language skills. Staff help two-year-
old children to understand words when they repeat them clearly during 
conversations and talk to children about what they are doing. However, staff do 
not use opportunities during activities with three-year-old childrens to introduce 
new words and increase their vocabulary.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The manager and staff know and understand their duty to protect children from 
harm. They have sound knowledge of the signs and symptoms of abuse and know 
who to contact if they have a concern. They keep their safeguarding knowledge up 
to date through regular training. The committee follow safe recruitment procedures 
and carry out inductions to ensure staff know their responsibilities. Staff identify 
and remove any hazards so that the pre-school is safe for the children. Staff 
supervise children at all times. They hold paediatric first-aid certificates to help 
them deal with any accidents.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n introduce new words to three-year-old children to extend and increase their 
vocabulary and speaking skills.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2561735

Local authority Derbyshire

Inspection number 10205579

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection 2 to 3

Total number of places 24

Number of children on roll 11

Name of registered person Coton in the Elms Pre-School Committee

Registered person unique 
reference number RP907581

Telephone number 07834609481

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Coton In The Elms Preschool registered in 2019 and is located in the Nest building 
adjacent to Coton in the Elms Primary School, in Derbyshire. The preschool 
operates Monday to Friday, term time only. The pre-school is run by a committee. 
They employ two members of childcare staff. The manager holds an appropriate 
early years qualification at level 3. The member of staff has qualified teacher 
status. The pre-school provides funded early education for two-, three- and four-
year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Jan Hughes
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
(coronavirus) pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the 
pandemic with the provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation 
of the provider.

n The manager completed a learning walk with the inspector and discussed how 
she organises and implements the curriculum. 

n The manager and inspector took part in a joint observation. The inspector 
considered the quality of education during activities and the impact this had on 
children's learning. 

n Staff and children spoke with the inspector at appropriate times throughout the 
inspection. The inspector observed interactions between the staff and the 
children and considered the impact these have on children's learning. 

n Parents spoke to the inspector face to face. The inspector took account of the 
views of parents and how they communicate with the staff. 

n The chairperson discussed her role and responsibilities with the inspector.
n The manager, chairperson and the inspector had a discussion about professional 

development for staff and how they evaluate staff practice. 
n The inspector reviewed relevant documentation and evidence of the suitability of 

the staff.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.

Inspection report: Coton In The Elms Preschool
21 September 2021 5

http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report


The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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