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What is it like to attend this early years setting?

This provision meets requirements

Children are excited to attend the out-of-school club after their school day. They 
eagerly come into the club and demonstrate they feel safe and secure as they put 
their belongings away, go to the toilet and wash their hands. Children greet the 
staff with smiles and affection and quickly initiate conversations with staff about 
their day at school. Staff act as positive role models for the children, attentively 
listening to their stories and encouraging them to take turns in speaking.

Children's personal development is supported well by staff. Children form good 
relationships with staff and have strong friendships with their peers. Older children 
are kind and caring to the younger children in the group, they help children with 
their pen lids, to find their bags and act as helpers at snack times. All children's 
behaviour is exceptional and they have a very good attitude to learning. They 
engage well and are busy and occupied throughout the session. 

Children are involved in decision making about the activities offered and provided 
with choices throughout the session. For example, children are given a choice 
about what they would like to eat for tea from a range of healthy options. 
Children's physical development is promoted well as they play outside in the fresh 
air. They love playing energetic team games facilitated by staff, for example the 
pirate game, where children enthusiastically shout out 'pirates ready' and then in 
teams try to gather as much 'treasure' as possible. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The senior management team are new to post. They are enthusiastic, 
passionate and dedicated to making a difference to the children and families that 
use their services. They work closely with the staff and constantly review and 
evaluate their practice, to make changes that benefit the children, families and 
staff. They have an improvement plan and have already identified the need to 
strengthen the key-person approach and explore further ways to engage 
parents, prior to their child starting at the after-school club.

n Children know and anticipate the daily routines, such as hand washing on entry 
to the club and before eating snack. This helps them learn what they can do to 
help prevent the spread of illness and infection. 

n Staff's genuine interest in children is evident. All staff members know the 
children well and children benefit from the strong bonds they have established 
with staff. They talk about their families, school life, likes and dislikes. This helps 
children develop a sense of belonging and feel valued while at the setting. 

n The staff team are dedicated to their roles. They work hard to support children's 
learning and development. They plan activities that help to develop the skills 
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needed for school. For example, staff set a challenge for children to work in 
teams and create a boat that will float, using the resources on offer. Children 
use their critical thinking skills to problem solve, make decisions, and show 
resilience as their boat sinks. The confident communicators show themselves in 
a leadership role, leading their peers through the challenge and triumphs of boat 
making.   

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The club has thorough safeguarding policies and procedures in place that help staff 
to safeguard the children that attend. Robust recruitment procedures and annual 
self-declarations from staff ensure that staff that work for the club are suitable to 
do so. Staff undertake safeguarding training, including the wider aspects, such as 
the 'Prevent' duty and female genital mutilation. They are familiar with the 
procedures to follow should they have concerns about children in their care. Staff 
supervise children well and enable them to play in a safe and secure environment.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY560598

Local authority Nottinghamshire County Council

Inspection number 10194128

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Out-of-school day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

4 to 10

Total number of places 20

Number of children on roll 125

Name of registered person Nottinghamshire YMCA

Registered person unique 
reference number RP903314

Telephone number 01636682007

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

YMCA Childcare - John Hunt club registered in 2018. It is one of many provisions 
run by the YMCA. The club operates from John Hunt's Primary School, New 
Balderton, Newark. It opens from Monday to Friday 3pm to 6pm, each day. There 
are two members of permeant staff, of these, one holds an appropriate childcare 
qualification at level 3. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Carly Polak
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
(coronavirus) pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the  
pandemic with the provider and has taken that into account in her evaluation of  
the management team.

n The managers led the inspector on a walk around the environment used for the 
after-school club. They discussed how they use their environment and their 
objectives for the club. They carried out several observations and discussions 
about the interactions between staff and the children.

n The inspector spoke with staff and assessed the effectiveness of leadership,  
safeguarding and care procedures.

n The inspector spoke to children and parents at appropriate times to gain their 
views of the club. 

n The inspector held a leadership and management discussion with the managers 
and sampled documentation.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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