
Inspection of Pembury Community 
Nursery
15 Pembury Road, London E5 8LU

Inspection date: 14 September 2021

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Requires improvement



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

Children flourish and make rapid progress in this welcoming, nurturing and 
inclusive nursery. Babies and children excel and develop excellent confidence and 
independence in the happy, safe, vibrant and richly resourced environment. 
Children's behaviour is exceptional; they learn to respect one another and treat 
each other kindly. Events such as mealtimes are calm, social occasions and are a 
testament to the high expectations imbedded by the staff team.

Children are highly interested in volcanoes and staff incorporate simple science into 
the teaching of this topic, building on what children have previously learned and 
increasing their knowledge even further. Children's lively enthusiasm is skilfully 
extended by staff, who support their language development exceptionally well. This 
results in children confidently talking about 'eruptions' and 'lava'. Children 
demonstrate a love of books. They delight in story time, with staff skilfully 
captivating children with the added benefit of props and puppets to enhance their 
imagination. Children are encouraged to develop and act out their their stories in 
'helicopter time'. This helps them to become confident speakers who can tell their 
own stories.

Children thrive because they have secure emotional attachments to the passionate, 
nurturing and caring staff. Staff maintained excellent contact with families during 
the COVID-19 (coronavirus) national lockdown. This supported children's emotional 
well-being and learning superbly. Staff phoned families weekly or made contact 
through an app and shared photographs, developed home learning resource packs, 
told stories daily via video and made suggestions for activities. A high focus on 
children's health continued when they returned to nursery.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The leadership team has a very clear intent for what they want children to learn. 
Staff have excellent interactions with children during their play and this 
contributes significantly to children's learning. Staff are highly successful in 
engaging children and linking their experiences together.  

n The experienced manager has a thorough understanding of her responsibilities 
and provides aspirational leadership. She supports staff extremely well, such as 
through tailored supervision meetings and by prioritising ongoing training. 

n The manager and staff closely monitor children's progress to ensure all children 
are making rapid progress and effective steps are in place to close any gaps in 
their learning. 

n Children benefit from an extremely strong key-person system and they settle 
quickly within a welcoming, inclusive and stimulating environment. This is 
further supported by the creative methods used to make the nursery familiar to 
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new starters and for older children moving on to school. 
n The quality of education, teaching and learning are outstanding. Staff's 

knowledge on the importance of early years and child development means they 
know how to promote children's learning very effectively. For example, staff 
place great emphasis on early reading and provide high-quality reading materials 
for children to enjoy. Children develop a real desire to read and listen to popular 
stories.

n Children are extremely confident, self-assured, and highly motivated to learn. 
They are remarkably well prepared for their next stage of learning and eventual 
move on to school.

n Parent partnerships are highly effective; staff and managers regularly 
communicate with families. They share key information and ensure that parents 
are fully involved and able to contribute to aid their children's learning at home.

n Staff plan an exemplary curriculum that includes many inspiring first-hand 
experiences. Consequently, children develop a vast range of new knowledge and 
recall learning superbly, which they demonstrate during their play. Additionally, 
children know about cleaning their teeth understand how this contributes to 
having a healthy body. 

n Staff support children to develop excellent physical skills. Babies are learning to 
control their body and move well, and are learning to balance through baby 
yoga sessions. Older children are keeping fit with activities such as skipping and 
have opportunities to borrow bikes from the bike-loan scheme.

n The nursery chef is actively involved in working alongside staff, children and 
parents, with activities such as 'master chef' classes, teaching children and 
parents about cooking healthy, nutritious meals.

n Staff teach children about growth, decay and change as the growing season in 
the allotment comes to an end and they begin to think about what they will 
plant next.

n Children develop strong friendships and work exceptionally well together. For 
example, during the volcano experiment, all children are actively involved and 
fully engaged. Children understand about taking turns and listen well to 
instructions. They show empathy for their friends and offer suggestions to solve 
a problem when a volcano does not explode as expected.

n The evaluation of the nursery is superb. Continual incisive monitoring by the 
management team allows improvements to be swiftly implemented. These 
quickly become embedded within everyday practice.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff demonstrate a secure understanding of the procedures to follow in the event 
of a child protection concern. They have in-depth knowledge of possible signs of 
abuse and how to report their concerns. They take part in team discussions to keep 
their knowledge up to date on all aspects of safeguarding and access wide-ranging 
training to keep informed about new legislation. Staff have an in-depth knowledge 
of possible signs of abuse and how to report their concerns. The provider has first-
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class recruitment and vetting procedures to ensure staff's suitability. The manager 
and staff undertake meticulous risk assessments to promote children's health and 
safety, including those related to COVID-19.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY487424

Local authority Hackney

Inspection number 10151478

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 4

Total number of places 69

Number of children on roll 34

Name of registered person The London Early Years Foundation

Registered person unique 
reference number RP901332

Telephone number 0208 985 2304

Date of previous inspection 13 March 2020

Information about this early years setting

Pembury Community Nursery registered in 2015. It is situated in the London 
Borough of Hackney. It operates Monday to Friday from 8am to 6pm for most of 
the year. There are 15 members of staff. Four members of staff hold a level 6 
qualification, one holds a level 5 qualification, seven are qualified to level 3 and two 
are qualified at level 2. Two staff are currently undertaking training for a level 3 
qualification. The setting receives funding to provide free early education for 
children aged two, three and four years.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Anne Maher
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the nursery received since the COVID-19 
(coronavirus) pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the 
pandemic with the provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation 
of the nursery.

n The inspector spoke to staff and children during the inspection and took account 
of their views. 

n The inspector jointly observed an activity with the manager.
n The inspector observed teaching and learning indoors and outdoors.
n The inspector spoke to parents to gain their views and experiences of the 

setting.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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