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What is it like to attend this early years setting?

This provision meets requirements

Children show a sense of belonging in the club. They know the routine when they 
arrive after their day at school. Children place their belongings in an allocated box, 
wash their hands and sit around tables for a meal. Children clearly love coming to 
the club. This is evident when parents collect them at the end of the day. Children 
tell their parents that they 'don't want to go home yet'. Children are confident 
communicators and show that they feel safe and secure. They interact with staff 
and their friends during mealtimes, which are sociable occasions. Children chat to 
each other and staff about things that interest them, such as snakes and spiders. 
Staff support children to have a can-do attitude. For instance, when children 
struggle to find suitable pieces to make a marble run, staff ask, 'Have you got a 
smaller bit?' This encourages children to solve their own problems.

Children behave well. They share craft resources, such as paint, when they create 
artwork. Children take it in turns with staff to throw and hit a ball outdoors. 
Children are kind to staff. For instance, they sing 'happy birthday' to staff when it is 
their birthday and make them a pretend present. Children tell visitors that staff's 
present is 'an egg box with a surprise inside'. They try to guess the age of staff and 
understand similarities and differences in people.  

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The manager and staff reflect on the service they provide for children. They 
listen to children's comments and make changes to improve the experiences 
children have in the club. For instance, when children ask staff for more 
cardboard cups, staff listen and provide these for them. This allows children to 
follow their interests. They use the cups to stack on top of each other to form a 
tower. This shows children that staff respect their views and comments, helping 
them to feel valued and appreciated. 

n There is a key person system in place so that each child has a member of staff 
who supports their individual needs. When children first start attending, staff 
find out about children's likes, dislikes and interests. They use this information to 
talk to children and to form positive relationships with them. Staff set out 
activities and equipment that they know children like. Because of this, children 
settle very quickly into staff's care and show that they feel emotionally secure. 
The manager and staff have not yet informed parents who their child's key 
person is. This is for those children who have recently joined the club. However, 
they explain how they intend to do this, to ensure that parents have an 
individual member of staff to talk to if they need to discuss their children's 
needs. 

n During mealtimes, children receive healthy foods and tell staff their favourite 
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food is 'tomatoes'. Staff talk to children about why it is important for them to 
brush their teeth. This helps to promote good oral hygiene.

n Staff provide daily opportunities for children to play outdoors. Children squeal 
with excitement when they push car tyres up a hill and chase after the tyre 
when it rolls down. They show strength and determination. This contributes to 
children's experiences of a healthy lifestyle.

n Staff actively encourage positive behaviour. They give children plenty of praise 
for their achievements, such as saying 'well done'. Staff give children gentle 
reminders to use good manners. For instance, when staff ask children if they 
would like more cucumber and children say, 'No', staff say, 'No thank you.'

n Children are creative and demonstrate their imaginative skills. They use different 
resources, such as cardboard boxes, paper plates and tape. Children tell visitors 
they have made a 'robot with jet packs on the back'. Children show a positive 
attitude to new experiences and take pride in their achievements. 

n Staff find out what children are learning during their day at school, for example 
about nature and the natural world. Staff then offer them opportunities to create 
pictures of animals that live in the wild, such as hedgehogs. Children use cereal 
and wool to make bird feeders and take these home to hang in their gardens. 
This broadens the experiences children receive at school during the day. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The managers and staff understand their responsibilities to safeguard children. 
They know how to identify the signs that may suggest a child is at risk of abuse or 
developing extreme views or ideas. Staff understand where to report concerns 
about children's safety or if they have concerns about staff working with children. 
This helps to keep children safe. Staff ensure that children are safe when they 
collect them from the host school. For instance, staff stand at the front and back 
when they ask children to walk in a line. This helps to ensure that children stay in a 
group to promote their safety. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY471035

Local authority Nottinghamshire County Council

Inspection number 10075609

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Out-of-school day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

4 to 10

Total number of places 40

Number of children on roll 115

Name of registered person King, Jennifer

Registered person unique 
reference number RP515307

Telephone number

Date of previous inspection 17 June 2016

Information about this early years setting

Active Minds registered in 2013. It is situated in a Sure Start Children's Centre 
within the grounds of Brookside Primary School, East Leake, Loughborough. The 
club employs six members of childcare staff. Of these, four hold appropriate early 
years qualifications at level 3, and one at level 2. The club opens from Monday to 
Friday during term time only. Sessions are from 7.30am to 8.50am and from 
3.30pm to 6pm.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Hayley Ruane
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the club received since the COVID-19 
(coronavirus) pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the 
pandemic with the provider and has taken that into account in her evaluation of 
the club. 

n The managers, staff and the inspector completed a tour of all areas of the club. 
n The inspector observed activities, indoors and outdoors, and the interactions 

between staff and children. 
n The inspector spoke with staff at appropriate times throughout the inspection.  
n Children spoke to the inspector throughout the inspection.
n The inspector carried out an observation of an activity with two of the 

managers.
n The inspector held a meeting with the managers. She reviewed relevant 

documentation and evidence of the suitability of staff working in the club. 
n Feedback from parents was gathered through discussions and the inspector took 

account of their views. 

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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