Inspection of Holcombe Brook School
Nursery Ltd
Holcombe Brook CP School, Longsight Road, Ramsbottom, Bury, Lancashire BL0
9TA

Inspection date:

13 September 2021

Overall effectiveness
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The quality of education

Good

Behaviour and attitudes
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Personal development
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Overall effectiveness at previous
inspection

Requires improvement

What is it like to attend this early years setting?
The provision is good
Children are extremely happy, highly confident and show that they thoroughly
enjoy their time at nursery. Although located within the school grounds and a
cherished part of the school, this welcoming nursery has a distinctly homely feel.
This helps young children to feel safe and secure. Staff pride themselves on
treating children as their own. Relationships are warm, supportive and respectful.
For example, children follow instructions as expectations are fully understood.
When staff raise their hands and say 'high five', children stop and listen attentively
to find out what exciting activity will happen next.
Staff and children interact with kindness and sensitivity but most of all they laugh
and have fun together. Children giggle with delight as staff speak to them with
humour, change their tone of voice and often share a funny story. Children play
well together. Older children offer a supportive hand to help newer and younger
children to become familiar with routines. They guide them when they are trying
an activity for the first time and show them where to put the toys away.
On arrival, children eagerly bound in, hang coats on their dedicated peg and are
keen to play and learn. New children bring personal belongings from home and feel
valued as they are encouraged to share their special items. They show them to
other children who acknowledge and celebrate what makes other's unique. Staff
have very high expectations for children's behaviour and, as a result, children use
'kind words, kind hands, kind feet'.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it
need to do better?
n Staff help children to develop their literacy skills. There are opportunities for
mark making in all areas. Older children develop pencil control and fine-motor
skills as they draw and paint at the easel. They expertly form numbers and
shapes when illustrating the story 'The Very Hungry Caterpillar'. Traditional tales
are given high priority as staff skilfully bring them to life. Younger children learn
new rhymes and songs. For example, a story about a baby owl is exemplified by
the use of owl puppets. A rhyme that mentions citrus fruit is enhanced by
incorporating oranges and lemons in the water tray. These additional
considerations help to spark children's interest and curiosity.
n The provider is aware of current local authority data and places a strong
emphasis on teaching children about physical health. Staff utilise the inspiring
outdoor learning areas, including the forest dwelling, to teach children about
nature and to help them to develop their physical skills. Children learn about the
effects that calcium in milk and yoghurt has on helping to strengthen their
bones. They talk about this during snack time.
n In the main, staff focus teaching to help to ensure that all children, including
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those who need a little more help, make good progress. Staff introduce some
new information to children during a listening activity. Staff teach children what
a monkey drum and a rainmaker are and how they sound. This encourages
children who are able to, to make connections to their prior knowledge of
instruments and the weather. However, sometimes, staff do not ensure that
activities provided build on what individual children know and can do, to help
children to develop the knowledge that they need to learn next.
Staff are well supported. They receive coaching and mentoring to prepare them
for future senior roles. Leaders want to continually improve. They are fully
supported by, and share the same ethos as the school. Leaders reflect on
aspects of the provision and seek the views of staff to help to make ongoing
changes. An example of this was the introduction of the sheltered area. This was
developed as a direct response to the COVID-19 (coronavirus) pandemic, to help
parents at drop off and collection times. Staff implemented a nursery library for
children to take books home, as access to the school library had to stop.
However, leaders do not actively seek the views of parents to enhance the
overall self-evaluation process.
Staff recognise that children arrive at the setting with different skills and are
keen to give children new life experiences. For example, staff take children on a
bus ride if they have not travelled by bus before. They regularly link up with the
elderly residents in the local care home, visit the supermarket and Ramsbottom
Library to give children knowledge of the wider world.
Parents are extremely complimentary about the nursery. They tell the inspector
that staff know the children so well and help to prepare them for school.
However, the methods used to engage parents in their children's learning are
not always successful. Leaders recognise this and are looking at ways to develop
this area to promote more consistency in supporting all children's learning.
Children behave impeccably and use excellent social skills. All children follow
rules and routines, such as lining up to walk to the school hall for lunch. They
use good manners when choosing their healthy school meal and interact
positively with others during the social lunchtime.

Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.
Leaders ensure that all staff are well trained in child protection procedures and can
recognise the signs that may indicate a child is at risk of harm. Staff are confident
who to report concerns to, including any concerns they have about a colleague.
Thorough recruitment and vetting procedures are implemented, which help to
ensure that staff working with children are suitable. Children learn to keep
themselves safe. They put on helmets before riding bicycles and when asked why
declare, 'So I do not bash my head'. Children are supervised well. Staff conduct
regular head counts as children move around the school grounds. All staff are
qualified in paediatric first aid. This means there is always somebody available to
deal with any minor accidents.
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What does the setting need to do to improve?
To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider
should:
n help staff to improve their understanding of how to deliver a more precisely
sequenced curriculum, and build further on what individual children know and
can do
n strengthen partnership working with parents so that they are fully involved in
the evaluation of the setting and their children's learning.
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Setting details
Unique reference number

316760

Local authority

Bury

Inspection number

10105390

Type of provision

Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers

Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type

Full day care

Age range of children at time of
inspection

2 to 4

Total number of places

26

Number of children on roll

27

Name of registered person

Holcombe Brook Primary School Nursery
Limited

Registered person unique
reference number

RP903820

Telephone number

0120 488 2404

Date of previous inspection

24 April 2019

Information about this early years setting
Holcombe Brook School Nursery Ltd registered in 1998. The nursery employs six
members of childcare staff. Staff hold appropriate early years qualifications at level
2, 3 and 6. The nursery opens Monday to Friday, for 44 weeks a year. Sessions are
from 7.45am until 5.30pm. The nursery provides early years funding for three- and
four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection
Inspector
Layla Davies
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Inspection activities
n This was the first routine inspection the setting has received since the COVID-19
(coronavirus) pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the
pandemic with the setting and has taken that into account in their evaluation of
the setting.
n The inspector conducted a learning walk with the nursery manager and the
intent of the curriculum was discussed.
n The inspector evaluated an activity with the nursery manager.
n Regular meetings were held with leaders.
n Children and staff were spoken to throughout the inspection.
n Parents' views were obtained.
n The quality of teaching was observed indoors and outdoors and the inspector
assessed the impact this has on children's learning.
n Relevant documentation was checked and discussed, such as policies and
procedures, the inspector reviewed the setting's self-evaluation and checked
evidence of staff suitability.
We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the
early years foundation stage.
If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding
and child protection.
If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.
You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk
This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.
Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.
Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD
T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
© Crown copyright 2021
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