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North Road Academy 
North Road, Burslem, Stoke-on-Trent, Staffordshire, ST6 2BP 

 

Inspection dates 8 September 2021 

Overall outcome                               

 The school is likely to meet the relevant 

        independent school standards if the 

    material change relating to the school 

                         provision is implemented                                                                       

                                                                                                                          

Main inspection findings 

Part 3. Welfare, health and safety of pupils 

Paragraphs 7, 7(a), 7(b) and 32(1)(c) (Part 6 Provision of information)  

 The proprietor and leaders have ensured that there is a suitable safeguarding policy 
in place. They have carefully considered the additional safeguarding challenges that 
may occur as a result of admitting further pupils with education, health and care 
(EHC) plans, with regard to their special educational needs and/or disabilities 
(SEND). The policy reflects the most recent government guidance and is available 
on the school’s website. 

 The school has a designated safeguarding lead who has undertaken an appropriate 
level of training. In addition, two other leaders have completed designated lead 
training. All staff complete child protection training when they join the school and 
regular updates to training are provided. 

 Records show that staff know how to report any concerns they might have about a 
pupil’s welfare or safety. Leaders respond to these concerns quickly to ensure that 
vulnerable pupils receive the support they need. 

Paragraphs 11, 14, 16, 16(a) and 16(b) 

 The school’s health and safety policy is comprehensive. It includes individual roles 
and responsibilities to ensure that the policy is implemented and procedures 
followed. The written policy complies with all relevant health and safety laws. 
Leaders have ensured that all staff know what they should do to keep themselves 
and others safe. 

 A tour of the school site demonstrated that leaders are ensuring that the building 
and grounds adhere to arrangements set out in the policy. Some building 
refurbishment works are yet to be completed. However, they are on track to be 
completed to an acceptable health and safety standard. Regular checks are 
undertaken to ensure that health and safety requirements are likely to be met. 

 Pupils are supervised well throughout the day. This is because leaders have ensured 
that there are enough staff to support pupils in all activities, including breaktimes 
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and lunchtimes. There are firm plans in place to appoint more staff should the 
material change be implemented. 

 A broad range of risk assessments is in place. Leaders have carefully considered the 
possible risks in the school building and grounds and external activities, including, 
for example, trips to a local football club to undertake physical education. Each risk 
assessment details appropriate control measures and suggests suitable actions to 
mitigate any possible risk or harm. 

 The school is likely to meet all of the standards in this part if the material change is 
implemented. 

Part 4. Suitability of staff, supply staff, and proprietors 

Paragraphs 18(1), 18(2), 18(2)(a), 18(2)(b), 18(2)(c), 18(2)(c)(i), 18(2)(c)(ii), 
18(2)(c)(iii), 18(2)(c)(iv), 18(2)(d), 18(2)(e), 18(3), 19(2), 19(2)(a), 19(2)(a)(i), 
19(2)(a)(i)(aa), 19(2)(a)(i)(bb), 19(2)(i)(cc), 19(2)(i)(dd), 19(2)(a)(ii), 19(2)(b), 
19(2)(c), 19(2)(d), 19(2)(d)(i), 19(2)(d)(ii), 19(3), 20(6), 20(6)(a), 20(6)(a)(i), 
20(6)(a)(ii), 20(6)(b), 20(6)(b)(i), 20(6)(b)(ii), 20(6)(b)(iii), 20(6)(c), 21(1), 21(2), 
21(3), 21(3)(a), 21(3)(a)(i), 21(3)(a)(ii), 21(3)(a)(iii), 21(3)(a)(iv), 21(3)(a)(v), 
21(3)(a)(vi), 21(3)(a)(vii), 21(3)(a)(viii), 21(3)(b), 21(5), 21(5)(a)(i), 21(5)(a)(ii), 
21(5)(b), 21(5)(c), 21(6) 

 Leaders have a robust approach to the recruitment of staff. All interview panels 
include a member who has completed safer recruitment training. Nobody starts 
work at the school before all pre-employment checks have been completed and two 
satisfactory written references have been received and checked. 

 The single central record contains all the required information on appointed staff. 
This includes checks relevant to the proprietor and members of staff who will hold 
management positions, to ensure the suitability of staff. 

 The school does not engage supply staff. However, it is aware of its responsibilities 
should it do so in future. 

 The proprietor has ensured that all confidential information about staff is stored 
securely. 

 The school is likely to meet all of the standards in this part if the material change is 
implemented.  

Part 5. Premises of and accommodation at schools 

Paragraphs 23(1), 23(1)(a), 23(1)(b), 23(1)(c), 24(1), 24(1)(a), 24(1)(b), 24(1)(c), 
24((2) 

 The school has ample toilet and washing facilities for girls and boys if the material 
change is implemented. Toilets and washbasins are clean and well maintained. 
Suitable hot and cold water are provided, as is soap and paper towels for hand 
drying. 

 There is a separate, appropriately equipped, disabled toilet. It can also be used by 
other pupils, whether or not they are disabled. Suitable changing accommodation 
and showers are provided at the football club where pupils over 11 years of age 
receive physical education.  
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 In addition to a well-equipped medical room the school also provides a large first-
aid cupboard in the central hall. Its location enables a swift response to minor 
injuries during breaktimes and lunchtimes. Both the medical room and the first-aid 
cupboard are adjacent to the toilet and washing facilities. 

Paragraphs 25, 26, 27, 27(a), 27(b) 

 The proprietor has ensured that the provision for current pupils is of a good 
standard and well maintained. Classrooms benefit from natural light and additional 
lighting is appropriate. In order to accommodate more pupils, including those with 
EHC plans, the proprietor is refurbishing a prefabricated building within the school 
grounds. Plans indicate that this area is likely to be decorated to an equally high 
standard, mirroring the design of existing teaching spaces. Evidence indicates that 
pupils’ welfare, health and safety is likely to be maintained if the material change is 
implemented. 

 There is a range of well-resourced teaching spaces, including specialist science and 
art areas for older pupils. The proprietor has ensured that lighting, heating and 
acoustics are suitable for all of the activities that take place in these rooms and in 
all the spaces throughout the school. 

 External lighting is placed appropriately around the school. Plans show that this will 
include outside the refurbished building so that pupils and staff can move safely 
between the existing building and the new part of the school. 

Paragraphs 28(1), 28(1)(a), 28(1)(b), 28(1)(c), 28(1)(d), 28(2), 28(2)(a), 28(2)(b) 

 Leaders have ensured that pupils have ample access to drinking water. There are 
several sources of drinking water around the school and signage clearly indicates 
which water is safe to drink. Temperature controls on the hot taps ensure that the 
water gets warm, but there is no risk of scalding. 

Paragraphs 29(1), 29(1)(a), 29(1)(b) 

 The outdoor areas are well maintained. There is a large playground suitable for 
physical education and for pupils to play together at breaktimes and lunchtimes. 
Pupils have access to a climbing frame and other fixed equipment, positioned on a 
soft surface area. The school also makes occasional use of an adjacent park area for 
a range of activities. The school has completed suitable risk assessments for all 
these activities.  

 All the standards in this part are likely to be met if the material change is 
implemented. 

Part 8. Quality of leadership in and management of schools 

Paragraphs 34(1), 34(1)(a), 34(1)(b), 34(1)(c) 

 The proprietor and leaders are knowledgeable and committed to providing a good 
education for the pupils. Leaders demonstrate strong attention to detail in ensuring 
that the school consistently meets the independent school standards. For example, 
they are diligent in monitoring the progress of the building refurbishment. They 
want to ensure that the building will meet the needs of the pupils to be admitted, 
ensuring their health and well-being.  
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 Leaders have ensured that all policies and procedures are developed in line with 
statutory requirements. School leaders are held to account by ‘critical friends’ who 
review all aspects of the school’s work, such as the progress of pupils, safeguarding, 
behaviour and the curriculum. 

 The proprietor and leaders work closely with referrers to ensure that there is a joint 
responsibility to focus on meeting pupils’ academic and well-being needs. They have 
placed pupils’ well-being at the heart of everything they do. They have ensured that 
the environment is well matched to the needs of pupils. In addition, leaders have 
appointed staff who have the skills and experience to provide a good-quality 
education for pupils with SEND.  

 The school is likely to meet the standards in this part if the material change is 
implemented. 

Schedule 10 of the Equality Act 2010 

 Leaders ensure that the school meets the requirements of schedule 10 of the 
Equality Act 2010. While current refurbishment works are yet to be completed, the 
inspection evidence shows that leaders have considered how the building will be 
made accessible to all pupils.  
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Compliance with regulatory requirements  
 
The school is likely to meet the requirements of the schedule to the Education 
(Independent School Standards) Regulations 2014 (‘the independent school standards’) 
and associated requirements that are relevant to the material change. 
   



 
 

 
 

 
Inspection report: North Road Academy, 8 September 2021 
 

Page 6 of 10 
 

 
 

 
School details 

Unique reference number 139071 

 
DfE registration number 861/6008 

 
Inspection number 10201508 

This inspection was carried out under section 162(4) of the Education Act 2002, the 
purpose of which is to advise the Secretary of State for Education about the school’s 
likely compliance with the independent school standards relevant to the material change 
that the school has applied to make. 

Type of school Muslim faith school 

 
School status Independent school 

 
Proprietor Naeem Bashir 

  
Headteacher Naeem Bashir 

 
Annual fees (day pupils) £3,000 

 
Telephone number 01782 829870 

 
Website www.northroadacademy.com  

 
Email address admin@northroadacademy.com  

 
Date of previous standard inspection 16–18 October 2018 

 
Pupils 

 
School’s current 
position 

School’s 
proposal 

Inspector’s 
recommendation 

 
Age range of pupils 3 to 16 3 to 16 3 to 16 

 
Number of pupils on the 
school roll 

166 230 230 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.northroadacademy.com/
mailto:admin@northroadacademy.com
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Pupils 

 School’s current position School’s proposal 

 
Gender of pupils Mixed Mixed 

 
Number of full-time pupils 
of compulsory school age 

200 230 

 
Number of part-time pupils 0 0 

 
Number of pupils with 
special educational needs 
and/or disabilities 

16 30 

 
Of which, number of pupils 
with an education, health 
and care plan 

2 30 

 
Of which, number of pupils 
paid for by a local authority 
with an education, health 
and care plan 

2 30 

 

Staff 

 School’s current position School’s proposal 

 
Number of full-time 
equivalent teaching staff 

21 22 

 
Number of part-time 
teaching staff 

1 1 

 
Number of staff in the 
welfare provision 

3 5 

 
Information about this school 
 
 North Road Academy is a mixed independent Muslim faith school located in the 

Cobridge area of Stoke-on-Trent. The school is registered for up to 200 pupils aged 
from three to 16 years. 

 There are currently 166 pupils on roll from Reception class through to Year 11. 

 Pupils are of Asian heritage. Almost all pupils speak English as an additional language 
but very few are at the early stages of learning English. 
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 The headteacher is also the proprietor of the school. There are no trustees and no 
governing body. 

 The school’s last full inspection was in October 2018. The school’s overall effectiveness 
was judged to be good, and it met all the independent school standards. 

 The school aims to provide a caring, safe and enjoyable environment in which every 
pupil can discover and reach their potential. It aims to provide Muslim children with a 
high standard of education based on the national curriculum, as well as teaching 
Islamic studies and the Arabic language. 

 The school does not make use of alternative provision.    

 The school shares the site with North Road Nursery. The same proprietor owns the 
school and the nursery. Ofsted separately inspects the nursery. 
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Information about this inspection 
 
 This inspection was commissioned by the Department for Education to establish if the 

school would be likely to meet all the relevant independent school standards if the 
proposed material change, to increase the number of pupils in the school to 230 and 
to admit additional pupils with an EHC plan, is implemented. The pupils will have a 
range of SEND. 

 The school is in the process of refurbishing a prefabricated building within the school 
grounds to provide specialist resources and provision for the pupils with an EHC plan. 
As the result of the COVID-19 (coronavirus) pandemic and delays in the supply of 
building materials, the refurbishment has not yet been completed. The school plans 
for it to be in operation in November 2021. 

 The inspection focused on some of the welfare, health and safety standards in Part 3, 
the standards in Part 4 about the suitability of staff, the standards in Part 5 relating to 
the school’s premises and accommodation, and the standards in Part 8 relating to 
leadership and management. 

 This was the school’s first material change inspection. 

 The inspector met with the proprietor, who is also the headteacher, and with the 
deputy headteacher. 

 The lead inspector conducted a tour of the school site, accompanied by the 
headteacher.  

 The inspector scrutinised a range of documents, including the school’s safeguarding 
policy and documents and policies relating to supervision, health and safety and risk 
assessments.  

 The inspector examined the school’s single central record of safeguarding checks 
made on staff, and pupil safeguarding records. 

 

Inspection team 
 
Mike Onyon, lead inspector Ofsted Inspector 
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Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the procedures set out in the 
guidance ‘Raising concerns and making a complaint about Ofsted’, which is available from Ofsted’s 
website: www.gov.uk/government/publications/complaints-about-ofsted. If you would like Ofsted to send 
you a copy of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

Parent View 

You can use Parent View to give Ofsted your opinion on your child’s school. Ofsted will use the 

information parents and carers provide when deciding which schools to inspect and when and as part of 
the inspection. 

 

You can also use Parent View to find out what other parents and carers think about schools in England. 

You can visit www.parentview.ofsted.gov.uk, or look for the link on the main Ofsted website: 
www.gov.uk/ofsted. 

 

The Office for Standards in Education, Children’s Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to 

achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all 

ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children’s social care, and inspects the Children and Family 

Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, further education 

and skills, adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure 

establishments. It assesses council children’s services, and inspects services for children looked after, 

safeguarding and child protection. 

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille, please 

telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format or medium, under the 

terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-

government-licence, write to the Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, 

or email: psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk. 

This publication is available at http://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/. 

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more information and updates: 
http://eepurl.com/iTrDn. 

Piccadilly Gate 

Store Street 
Manchester 

M1 2WD 
 

T: 0300 123 1231 
Textphone: 0161 618 8524 
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk 

W: www.gov.uk/ofsted 

© Crown copyright 2021 
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