
Inspection of Hilldrop Play Project
Hilldrop Community Centre, Hilldrop Road, London, Middlesex N7 0JE

Inspection date: 11 August 2021

The quality and 
standards of early 
years provision

This 
inspection

Met

Previous   
inspection

Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

This provision meets requirements

Children have fun as they happily play at this play project. They laugh with their 
friends and use their imagination as they create new games together. Staff are 
highly focused on children's needs and well-being. They know children well and 
show kindness and care to each other and children. Children feel valued and 
respected at the setting. Staff embrace the different backgrounds of children, and 
provide a range of activities that reflect the experiences of children attending the 
play project.
Children work well together. They form strong bonds with the staff and often seek 
them out to join in games with them. Older children are mindful of the needs of the 
youngest children. For example, they make sure younger children are accompanied 
in the line to go outside and help them to find play equipment.
The play project was closed for some time during the COVID-19 (coronavirus) 
pandemic. Despite this, children have settled quickly back into the project and are 
keen to join in with the imaginative activities on offer. For example, children are 
keen to follow the recipes at the kitchen table and follow them well to make their 
own bread.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The senior leadership team and manager are ambitious for all children who 
attend the setting. They regularly reflect and review on the quality of the 
setting, taking into account the views of parents and children. A firm set of plans 
for the future of the play project is in place. For example, the manager would 
like the children to take more of an active role in the direction the play project 
takes. 

n Staff are positive role models for the children and understand how to support 
their emotional well-being so that they grow in confidence. There are clear 
routines in place and high expectations for children's behaviour. Children 
understand the simple club rules and adhere to these each day. Children are 
exceptionally kind and considerate to one another. They show concern when 
their friends are upset and offer them comfort. They have excellent manners 
and remember to say please and thank you to one another and staff. 

n Staff support children's communication and language well. They listen to 
children with interest and engage them in thoughtful conversations. Children are 
good communicators and can describe their ideas in detail. For example, 
children name the stations they will pass through as they pretend to be on an 
underground train.

n Children show pride in their achievements. For example, they are keen to show 
staff the bread they have made when following the recipes on the kitchen 
activity table. 
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n Children are keen to spend time in the large outside space. They ride wheeled 
vehicles, use hula hoops, jump and play football. These are helping to develop 
their large-muscle skills effectively. 

n Parents speak highly about the play project. Recent COVID-19 control measures 
mean that parents do not currently enter the setting. Despite this, staff make 
sure that they continue to speak to parents and tell them about their child's time 
at the setting. Parents appreciate how keen their children are to attend and feel 
confident that the staff keep them safe. They value the sense of fun at the 
project and the wide range of activities children participate in. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff can confidently identify signs and symptoms of possible abuse and neglect. 
They understand the procedures in place and who to share any concerns with. 
Staff complete safeguarding training and regularly update their understanding of 
safeguarding matters. The manager holds regular meetings to ensure staff's 
safeguarding knowledge is always kept updated. Risk assessments are used to 
make sure all areas of the premises are safe. The senior leadership team follows 
safer recruitment procedures to ensure that all staff and directors are suitable to 
work with children.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2503947

Local authority Islington

Inspection number 10191677

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Out-of-school day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

4 to 11

Total number of places 26

Number of children on roll 20

Name of registered person Hilldrop Area Community Association

Registered person unique 
reference number 2503946

Telephone number 020 7700 1871

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Hilldrop Play Project re-registered in 2019 due to a change in the organisation. It is 
located in the London Borough of Islington. The after school club opens from 
3.30pm to 6pm Monday to Friday in term time. They also operate holiday 
playschemes during some of the school holidays. These operate from 8.15am until 
5.30pm. The setting employs nine members of staff, of whom four hold 
appropriate qualifications at level 3 and level 2.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Anna Hindhaugh-Feldman
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the setting received since the COVID-19 
(coronavirus) pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the 
pandemic with the provider and has taken that into account in the evaluation of 
the provider.

n The inspector observed children playing inside and outside.
n Appropriate documentation was scrutinised by the inspector, including 

documents pertaining to the suitability of staff.
n The deputy manager showed the inspector around the club and explained how 

the play environment is organised. 
n The inspector had several discussions with the manager and the provider to 

explore leadership and management issues. The inspector spoke to staff at 
appropriate times during the inspection. 

n Parents told the inspector what they thought about the provision and staff, and 
their views were considered.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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