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Inspection date: 23 August 2021

The quality and 
standards of early 
years provision
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inspection

Met
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inspection

Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

This provision meets requirements

Children's enthusiasm and sheer joy at being at The Ranch is plain to see. They 
know the routines and quickly choose what they want to play with. Children have a 
quiet place to relax indoors and many opportunities to be creative. They become 
completely engaged in a range of fun activities. For instance, children persevere to 
complete jigsaw puzzles. Children ask staff to time them and help calculate if they 
were quicker completing the second puzzle, or the first. Children are happy and 
independent. They develop very good social skills and make new friendships.

Children spend plenty of time outdoors in the fresh air. They are active and have 
large areas in which to run around, in addition to physical play equipment and 
resources. This helps to support their good health and also helps to develop their 
muscles and coordination. Children enjoy caring for the range of animals, such as 
the tortoises, chickens, guinea pigs, rabbits, and the two miniature pot-bellied pigs. 
For example, children love to collect the eggs, spread the new hay for the animals 
and learn how to care for the animals at the holiday club. This helps raise their 
awareness of the world they live in and how to care for the animals and 
themselves in a safe and hygienic environment.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The provider is passionate about her out-of-school provision and shares her 
vision with the dedicated staff team. Staff all have incredibly high expectations 
for children and carry out their job roles effectively. Staff receive regular training 
to support their ongoing development. The provider invests highly in her staff 
team. Staff have regular opportunities to discuss their well-being. They report 
feeling valued and say that they enjoy their work. This is reflected in the high 
retention of the staff team and helps to provide a high-quality experience for the 
children.

n Partnerships with the host schools and parents are well established to help meet 
the needs of children. There are robust systems in place to ensure there is a 
good flow of information between the club, school staff and parents. This shared 
approach to children's well-being ensures they receive good continuity of care.

n Children are confident, happy and secure and have good relationships with staff 
and their friends. New children settle into the club well. Staff pay close attention 
to their emotional needs, giving reassurance and talk to them about their new 
surroundings and environment. This helps children form positive and trusting 
relationships with staff.

n The provider asks staff, children and parents for their views. For example, The 
Ranch recently sent a satisfaction questionnaire to gain parents' views on how 
well the setting adapted to the COVID-19 (coronavirus) pandemic. The provider 
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has a clear vision of the strengths and of the areas for development of the 
setting. For instance, she has identified that there is scope to give children richer 
experiences that enhance their understanding of people, families, and 
communities beyond their own.

n Staff are exceptionally positive role models for children and demonstrate high 
levels of respect for others. Children are kind, listen carefully to their friends and 
behave very well. For instance, during snack time, older children offer to assist 
younger children with helping them peel their bananas.

n Partnerships with parents are strong and highly effective. Parents are very 
complimentary regarding the high quality of care the staff provide. One parent 
leaves a comment which describes the setting as, 'a lifeline in more ways than 
one and of enormous benefit to the children who go there'. Parents comment 
that they are very impressed with the professional staff and the timely 
communication of the changes made to the setting during the COVID-19 
pandemic.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The provider and staff ensure that children's safety is given priority. The premises 
are safe, secure and well maintained. The provider monitors accidents and puts 
measures in place to minimise any risks identified. Staff complete regular and 
appropriate safeguarding training. They have a good understanding of the possible 
signs of abuse and the procedures to follow if they are concerned about a child's 
welfare. Strong vetting procedures ensure staff are suitable to work with children. 
Staff deploy themselves very effectively to supervise children as they play and to 
provide them with the support they need. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2501169

Local authority Oxfordshire 

Inspection number 10194400

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register

Day care type Out-of-school day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

4 to 11

Total number of places 80

Number of children on roll 160

Name of registered person Annabelle's Day Nursery Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP512970

Telephone number 01367240688

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

The Ranch registered in 2018. It operates from Oakfield, in Great Coxwell, 
Oxfordshire. During term time, the club is open in the mornings from 7.30am to 
9am and in the afternoon from 3pm to 6pm. During school holidays, it is open from 
7.30am to 6pm. The setting employs 16 members of staff. One holds qualified 
teacher status and 12 have appropriate early years qualifications between level 5 
and level 3. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Amanda Perkin
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the setting received since the COVID-19 
(coronavirus) pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the 
pandemic with the setting and has taken that into account in their evaluation of 
the setting.

n Children chatted to the inspector about their time at the club and their interests. 
n The inspector spoke to staff and provider about their roles and responsibilities 

and how the club is organised. 
n Children's play and activities were observed in all areas used by the children and 

the inspector viewed the premises. 
n The inspector viewed relevant documentation, such as a sample of policies and 

some staff records.
n Parents shared their views through verbal and written feedback. The inspector 

took these views into account. 

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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