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Inspection of a good school: Glenfrome
Primary School

Cottisford Road, Eastville, Bristol BS5 6TY

Inspection dates: 13 and 14 July 2021

Outcome

Glenfrome Primary School continues to be a good school.

What is it like to attend this school?

Pupils enjoy attending this vibrant school, which sits at the heart of its community. They
know that they are safe, and that staff consider their needs. Pupils were very happy to
return to school following the restrictions imposed by the COVID-19 (coronavirus)
pandemic. They are eager to renew acquaintances with staff, as well as participate in the
range of outdoor pursuits on offer.

Parents are overwhelmingly positive about the work of the leadership team and staff.
They appreciated the clear communication that they received during the national
lockdowns and the way that leaders invited many pupils into the school to continue their
learning.

Everyone has high expectations and relationships are positive. As a result, pupils behave
exceptionally well. Learning takes place without disruption because the school is calm and
orderly. There is a kind and respectful culture. If there are any instances of bullying, staff
deal with these in a sensitive way.

The school opens onto six acres of green space, which staff maximise for both sport and
learning. Pupils from 18 nationalities work together in harmony, celebrating each other’s
cultures and faiths.

What does the school do well and what does it need to do better?

The headteacher has maintained standards since the last full inspection. Leaders have
looked carefully at the curriculum to make sure that it provides pupils with a breadth and
depth of knowledge. In English, mathematics, science and personal, social, health and
economic education, pupils learn knowledge in the right order. This helps pupils to know
and remember more over time. In other subjects, leaders and staff have been delayed in
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planning the curriculum due to COVID-19. This means that some subjects, such as
history, geography and art, are not organised as well. Leaders are taking action to make
learning more relevant and accessible where this is the case.

Reading continues to be a strength. Children in Reception received phonics teaching
throughout the national lockdowns. Consequently, most children are ready to start Year 1
as they can write sentences and spell simple words. Teachers support pupils who struggle
to read adeptly. For some pupils in key stage 2, there has been less oversight of their
reading. Leaders are aware of this and have plans in place to address this in the autumn
term.

The mathematics leader has trained staff in key stages 1 and 2 well in the teaching of
mathematics. Pupils use a range of strategies to help them in their calculations. They
enjoy mathematics and most pupils are successful. However, the mathematics leader has
not paid the same attention to mathematics in Reception. Despite this, children can count
to 20 and do practical activities with numbers. Apart from English and reading, curriculum
leaders do not have a secure understanding of what is taught in early years and how this
links to Year 1 onwards.

Due to the pandemic, pupils were not able to take part in the usual enrichment activities.
However, leaders have swiftly addressed this. Every pupil is involved in forest school,
which revisits ideas learned in the curriculum. For example, Year 4 pupils were observed
learning practical Stone-Age skills, which links to what they have learned in history. Pupils
play chess regularly at school and, as a result, engage family members in chess at home.
The most able pupils in Year 6 write assignments, marked by university professionals, on
topics such as democracy. This develops their understanding of the world, as well as
deepening their appreciation of British values.

Skilful staff, trained well by the special educational needs coordinator (SENCo), support
disadvantaged pupils and pupils with special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND)
to learn successfully alongside their peers. On occasion, pupils with highly complex SEND
have a bespoke curriculum that helps them to learn well.

The headteacher has an ambitious and engaged workforce. The governing body is aware
of the strengths and developmental areas of the school. They use this knowledge to
provide an appropriate balance of support and challenge to leaders. They have added to
leadership capacity in the past few years.
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Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.
The senior administrator oversees recruitment data on staff diligently.

Staff receive regular updates and training on safeguarding issues. They are aware of how
to notice and react to any concerns. They ensure the personal safety and well-being of

pupils.

Staff work sensitively with parents and external agencies to monitor and support
vulnerable pupils.

What does the school need to do to improve?

(Information for the school and appropriate authority)

B In some areas of the curriculum, subject leaders have not planned the content and
sequencing of the curriculum well enough. It is not clear what pupils should know and
by when. Leaders need to review the curriculum in some subjects to ensure that pupils
learn more and remember more over time.

B Subject leaders have concentrated on the curriculum in key stages 1 and 2. This means
that children in Reception do not have the breadth of knowledge they need to prepare
them effectively for Year 1. Leaders need to outline clearly what they expect children in
Reception to learn so that they are better prepared for what will come next.

Background

When we have judged a school to be good, we will then normally go into the school
about once every four years to confirm that the school remains good. This is called a
section 8 inspection of a good or outstanding school. We do not give graded judgements
on a section 8 inspection. However, if we find some evidence that a good school could
now be better than good, or that standards may be declining, then the next inspection
will be a section 5 inspection. Usually this is within one to two years of the date of the
section 8 inspection. If we have serious concerns about safeguarding, behaviour or the
quality of education, we will convert the section 8 inspection to a section 5 inspection
immediately.

This is the first section 8 inspection since we judged the school to be good in February
2016.
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How can I feed back my views?
You can use Ofsted Parent View to give Ofsted your opinion on your child’s school, or to
find out what other parents and carers think. We use information from Parent View when
deciding which schools to inspect, when to inspect them and as part of their inspection.

The Department for Education has further guidance on how to complain about a school.

If you are the school and you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can
complain to Ofsted.

Further information
You can search for published performance information about the school here.
In the report, ‘disadvantaged pupils’ refers to those pupils who attract government pupil

premium funding: pupils claiming free school meals at any point in the last six years and
pupils in care or who left care through adoption or another formal route.
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School details

Unique reference number 108931

Local authority Bristol, City of

Inspection number 10198367

Type of school Primary

School category Maintained

Age range of pupils 4to 11

Gender of pupils Mixed

Number of pupils on the school roll 420

Appropriate authority The governing body

Chair of governing body David Ingerslev
Headteacher Inger O’Callaghan

Website www.glenfrome.bristol.sch.uk/
Dates of previous inspection 17 and 18 February 2016, under section 5

of the Education Act 2005

Information about this school

B The deputy headteacher was appointed in 2017.
B There is a significant number of pupils who join or leave the school mid-year.

Information about this inspection

B This was the first routine inspection the school received since the COVID-19 pandemic
began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the school and has
taken this into account in the evaluation of the school.

B The inspector met with the headteacher, deputy headteacher, a governor, staff
responsible for behaviour and attendance, subject leaders, staff responsible for
reading, the SENCo, pupils and teachers. The inspector had a telephone call with the
chair of the local governing body and the school improvement partner from the local
authority.

W Deep dives were carried out in reading, mathematics and history. This included
meetings with curriculum leaders and teachers, visits to lessons, discussions with pupils
and consideration of pupils” work.
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B The inspector took into account responses to Ofsted’s online survey, Parent View,
including 110 free-text responses.

Inspection team

Kathy Maddocks, lead inspector Her Majesty’s Inspector
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Ofsted

The Office for Standards in Education, Children’s Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children’s social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children’s services, and inspects services for children looked after, safeguarding and
child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk.

This publication is available at http://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2021
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