
Inspection of Burstead Bears Day 
Nursery Limited
Guildprime Business Centre, Southend Road, BILLERICAY, Essex CM11 2PZ

Inspection date: 6 August 2021

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Requires improvement



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children are well cared for in a welcoming and homely nursery environment. They 
develop warm relationships with their key person and the staff team as a whole. 
Babies show interest and curiosity, and benefit from staff who engage closely and 
enthusiastically with them. They show that they feel safe as they smile and snuggle 
into staff for comfort. Children develop strong bonds with staff, who know their 
care needs well. Older children enjoy taking part in number games where staff 
encourage them to find one more and one less than a given number. Toddlers 
enjoy squashing and kneading play dough with their fingers and using different 
tools to cut out shapes and make patterns. Staff engage children in discussions 
about the shapes and colours they are using, to secure their understanding of 
mathematical concepts.

Children develop good levels of independence. For example, younger children know 
to throw their tissue away after wiping their nose. Older children learn to dress 
themselves and attend to their self-care needs. All children develop strong physical 
skills as they learn to navigate different obstacles in the garden. Staff are always 
nearby to help when children need their support. Children's behaviour is good. 
Staff gently remind them about taking turns and sharing. This helps children 
understand how to play alongside others.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The managers and staff team have worked hard since the last inspection. They 
have implemented changes to improve the quality of the nursery. As a result, 
they now provide a wonderfully calm and rich learning environment with plenty 
of experiences, which the children readily take part in. Children show a positive 
approach to learning and are extremely eager to explore. This means that 
children acquire the skills, attitudes and abilities to prepare them for the next 
stage of their development or school.

n The managers and staff have high expectations for all children. They closely 
monitor children's progress and follow their emerging interests. Staff use this 
information to deliver a curriculum and learning environment in which children 
flourish.

n The managers lead their team well in a programme of reflective practice and 
ongoing improvement. Staff benefit from a good range of opportunities to help 
keep their knowledge and skills up to date. They attend ongoing training and 
participate in regular staff meetings. 

n Children's speech and language development is supported from the start. All 
children access a wide variety of books and stories. Staff read stories in an 
animated and engaging way. They ask older children questions that help them 
to focus their attention and recall the sequence of the story. 

Inspection report: Burstead Bears Day Nursery Limited
6 August 2021 2



n Children are developing their early writing skills by using an abundance of 
sensory materials. Babies use small finger muscles to make marks in paint 
covered with bubble wrap. Two-year-old children explore the consistency of 
'Gruffalo crumble' made from oats and flour, which staff provide based on a 
current favourite story. Older children write their names and develop pencil 
control.

n Staff provide good support and guidance to parents, for example parenting 
advice and ideas on how they can help to promote their child's learning at home. 
The settling-in process and transitions between rooms are planned effectively. 
Parents express high levels of gratitude and appreciation. 

n Children enjoy freshly cooked and nutritious meals and snacks which are 
provided by the nursery cook. Mealtimes are a social occasion where children sit 
together with their friends and staff. This creates a relaxed family atmosphere. 

n Overall, there is effective support to promote children's learning. Staff interact 
well with the children and spend a good amount of time joining in with their play 
and guiding their learning. However, occasionally, some staff miss fully engaging 
and extending all children's learning in group activities.

n Children who speak English as an additional language are supported to practise 
their English and words in their home language. However, not all possible 
opportunities are built on to support children to use their home language in a 
range of different ways. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The managers and staff demonstrate a secure understanding of how to safeguard 
and protect children. They frequently update their safeguarding knowledge through 
training and discussion. Staff are regularly tested on their knowledge, and 
important information is visible throughout the nursery. They confidently know the 
signs to look out for that indicate children's welfare may be at risk from abuse, 
including neglect and extreme views. The managers and staff know who to contact 
should they have a concern and understand the importance of working together to 
monitor attendance and changes of behaviour. They provide a safe and secure 
environment for all children. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n review the planning and teaching of group activities to ensure that they 
consistently support the learning needs of all children as well as possible

n use every opportunity to help children hear and use their home language during 
play and activities, to further support their development of speech.

Inspection report: Burstead Bears Day Nursery Limited
6 August 2021 3



Setting details
Unique reference number EY332024

Local authority Essex

Inspection number 10130620

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 4

Total number of places 37

Number of children on roll 86

Name of registered person Burstead Bears Day Nursery Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP526166

Telephone number 01277 659659

Date of previous inspection 30 October 2019

Information about this early years setting

Burstead Bears Day Nursery Limited registered in 2006. The nursery employs 18 
members of childcare staff. Of these, 15 hold appropriate early years qualifications 
at level 2 or above, including the manager who holds a level 3 qualification. The 
nursery opens from 7.30am until 6.30pm Monday to Friday throughout the year. It 
provides funded early education for three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Tina Mason
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the setting received since the 2020-21 
COVID-19 (coronavirus) pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of 
the pandemic with the manager and this has been taken into account in their 
evaluation of the setting. 

n The deputy manager and the inspector completed a learning walk of the 
nursery, inside and outside. 

n The manager and the inspector carried out a joint observation of an activity, and 
together they evaluated this. 

n Children spoke to the inspector about what they were doing in the setting. 
n Staff spoke with the inspector at appropriate times during the inspection. 
n The inspector took account of the written views of parents.
n The inspector reviewed relevant documentation, including the suitability checks 

of all adults working in the nursery. 

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.

Inspection report: Burstead Bears Day Nursery Limited
6 August 2021 5

http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report


The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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