
Inspection of Yew Trees
Yew Tree Nursery, Yew Tree Farm, Tarnock, Axbridge, Somerset BS26 2SA

Inspection date: 17 August 2021

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children are happy, active learners, making full use of the well-organised 
environment. They enjoy healthy meals and lots of opportunities to be outdoors. 
Staff provide good support for children's language skills throughout the nursery. 
For example, babies enjoy looking at family photographs and naming the people in 
them. Older children ask and answer questions and learn to take turns talking. 
Children enjoy using books independently and in activities. For example, toddlers 
act out a story about going to find a bear, using small world resources. Staff help 
older children to make predictions and test their ideas. For example, they make 
green by mixing blue and yellow and explore to find out what makes purple. They 
think of solutions to problems, such as placing heavy items on their tablecloth to 
stop the wind blowing it away.
The setting has stopped parents from entering the setting, as they would have 
done before COVID-19 (coronavirus) restrictions. Instead, they have daily 
discussions at the door and use IT to share information and communicate further. 
Parents can now attend outside to settle children new to the setting. Parents 
confirm how much their children's confidence and language skills have improved 
since attending the setting. They particularly mention the amazing staff and their 
support during the pandemic.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Partnerships with parents and outside agencies are a strength of the setting. 
The constant sharing of information enables staff to know how to meet 
children's individual needs consistently well. For example, babies soon settle as 
staff follow their routines and care practices from home. Parents confirm that 
they have thorough daily feedback. They know what their children's next stages 
of development are to help them support their children's learning at home.

n Managers ensure an ambitious curriculum and have high expectations for all 
children, including those with special educational needs and/or disabilities 
(SEND). Staff are excited by their new planning system. They know how 
activities support children's development and through constant observation they 
make changes according to the children's interests. For example, when children 
notice how the wind is blowing their drawing paper, staff change their planning 
to making kites. Toddlers excitedly join the activity and learn about cause and 
effect, as well as being creative. 

n Staff are kind and gentle with the children. Babies' faces light up when they see 
their key person. Staff are good, calm role models for children. They have strong 
relationships and work together well. Children are eager to take care of the 
environment and the chickens. Staff intervene quickly over minor arguments and 
remind children of kind hands and feet. However, some staff, occasionally, 
provide solutions for older children, without encouraging them to resolve 
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conflicts for themselves.
n The managers ensure they spend time working with the staff and children, 

checking on their welfare and providing good support for staff development. 
Staff receive effective supervision and time to reflect on and improve their 
practice. For example, staff trained in sign language use this successfully to 
support communication with babies and children with SEND. Managers identify 
where some staff may be less confident in their practice and are currently 
helping them to focus on how they promote British values. 

n Children are independent and confident learners, preparing them well for their 
next stages of development and school. Staff provide valuable support, enabling 
children of all ages to do as much as they can for themselves. For example, 
older children persevere with doing up their zip after staff demonstrate how to 
do it. Babies learn to feed themselves and all children help with setting up 
activities. Staff successfully support toddlers with sharpening pencils, extending 
their vocabulary as they talk through the process.  

n Babies and toddlers form strong attachments to staff and receive lots of comfort 
and reassurance. The staff show a genuine interest in the children and children 
express delight in their achievements. However, the organisation of lunchtime in 
the baby room can, occasionally, mean that although staff give high priority to 
children's emotional security, some babies get upset while waiting for their meal 
to be cut up and cool enough to eat. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Managers and staff have a good knowledge of their safeguarding responsibilities. 
They know what to do if children are at risk of harm. Staff carry out good risk 
assessments to keep children safe. For example, they are vigilant about protecting 
children from an uneven surface outside while waiting for repairs. New procedures 
ensure that children with food allergies do not access anything which may harm 
them. Children learn to manage risks appropriately and safely. For example, older 
children use safety knives to cut fruit and toddlers learn to use tools, such as 
scissors. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n review the organisation of mealtimes in the baby room to enhance their 
emotional security even further

n support less confident staff in helping older children to manage and resolve 
conflicts for themselves. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY555987

Local authority Somerset

Inspection number 10175034

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 8

Total number of places 100

Number of children on roll 143

Name of registered person Bridgwater Young Men's Christian Association

Registered person unique 
reference number RP905002

Telephone number 01934750556

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Yew Trees re-registered in 2018 under the management of the YMCA. It operates 
from Tarnock, Axbridge. The nursery opens Monday to Friday from 7am to 6pm for 
51 weeks a year. They receive funding to provide free early education for children 
aged two, three and four years. The provider employs 33 members of staff, of 
whom 29 work with the children. Of these, two staff hold an appropriate childcare 
qualification at level 4 and 11 at level 3. Two members of staff hold an appropriate 
childcare qualification at level 2 and two staff hold additional qualifications. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Elaine Douglas
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
(coronavirus) pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the 
pandemic with the provider and has taken that into account in her evaluation of 
the provider.

n The manager led the inspector on a walk around the setting to discuss how they 
use their environment to implement their curriculum. 

n The manager and the inspector carried out a joint observation.
n The inspector observed the quality of education, spoke with staff and assessed 

the effectiveness of safeguarding and care procedures. 
n The inspector held a leadership and management discussion with the managers 

and sampled documentation. 
n Parents' and children's views were taken into account.  

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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