
Inspection of The Village Nursery and 
Pre-school
384 Stockport Road, Gee Cross, Hyde, Cheshire SK14 5RY

Inspection date: 11 August 2021

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Leaders have put into place arrangements to ensure children are safe in response 
to the COVID-19 (coronavirus) pandemic. Children are now dropped off and picked 
up from the door. Children part well from their parents and happily come into 
nursery. Children are in 'bubbles' and these are managed well. Staff wear masks as 
they move around the nursery. Children are encouraged to wash hands regularly to 
promote good hygiene practices.

Children are happy and confident. They show a real respect for staff and each 
other. Children show genuine care and concern for their friends if they become 
upset. Children are very well behaved. They follow instructions well and listen to 
staff and each other. Staff have high expectations for children. Children are excited 
and interested in the activities staff plan for them. Older children enjoy following a 
recipe to make their own play dough. They measure out the ingredients 
themselves. Staff encourage children to think whether the ingredients are wet or 
dry and what will happen as they mix them together. Children are enthusiastic and 
take turns with their friends. Children go on trips to the local community. They 
enjoy visiting the park, where they can socialise with others and feed the ducks.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The curriculum for older children is well planned. It builds on what children 
already know and can do and is highly effective. Children are independent and 
confident learners. They are learning skills which are preparing them for their 
next stage in learning. However, the curriculum for younger children is at times 
a little rigid in focus. Consequently, children do not always maintain high levels 
of concentration.

n Staff support older children to learn new vocabulary, which enables them to 
communicate well. However, staff working with younger children do not always 
model the correct use of language. Therefore, children are not always being 
supported effectively with their speech development. 

n Children are provided with lots of different ways to express their feelings. 
Children use a worry tree to share any concerns. Staff respond empathetically to 
these and plan activities to support children's emotional well-being. 
Consequently, children are building resilience and growing in self-confidence.

n Children have ample opportunity to play outside and be active. They play on 
bicycles, ride-on toys and use the slide. There is an on-site chef who prepares 
healthy home cooked meals. Staff talk to the children about what they are 
eating and encourage children to try new foods. Children's dietary needs are 
well met and alternative food options are provided if necessary.

n Children are given choices throughout the day and make decisions together 
about what they want to do. Children agree nursery rules with the staff. Children 
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often remind each other of the rules, such as walking inside and using quiet 
voices. Children are beginning to understand what makes them unique. Children 
are learning about other cultures and explore different events and festivals 
through meaningful activities.

n Parents speak incredibly highly of the nursery and staff. Communication 
between parents and staff is effective. Staff make good use of an online system, 
social media and hand overs at the end of the day. Parents are kept well 
informed about children's care and learning. Parents are being guided by staff 
on how they can support learning at home. Therefore, children are receiving 
continuity of learning. 

n Children with special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND) are supported 
well. The nursery has strong relationships with other professionals. Leaders work 
well to implement agreed plans to support the individual needs of children. 
Therefore, children with SEND are making good progress with their learning. 
Leaders have established strong relationships with teachers. This has enabled 
staff to ensure children are well prepared for their move to school.

n Leaders carry out regular supervision sessions with staff and identify targets to 
improve practice. Staff attend regular online training. However, leaders are not 
always ensuring that staff understanding is fully grasped. Leaders acknowledge 
that they need to use supervision sessions more effectively to ensure knowledge 
from training courses is fully embedded.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Children are safe and secure in nursery. The nursery designated safeguarding lead 
has a secure understanding of her role. She keeps her child protection knowledge 
up to date and understands the correct procedures for reporting concerns. Risk 
assessments are in place and understood by all staff. Regular checks are carried 
out across the nursery to ensure that hazards are removed or minimised. Staff are 
trained in paediatric first aid and follow the correct procedures in response to 
accidents. 

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To meet the requirements of the early years foundation stage, the 
provider must:

Due date
ensure training and supervision sessions 
are effective and staff knowledge and 
understanding is fully embedded. 
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To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n ensure staff are modelling the correct use of language to support younger 
children with their speech development

n enhance the curriculum to ensure experiences are consistently arranged and 
engaging to build on children's knowledge.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY478648

Local authority Tameside

Inspection number 10203814

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 4

Total number of places 103

Number of children on roll 133

Name of registered person GEE CROSS VILLAGE NURSERY AND PRE-
SCHOOL

Registered person unique 
reference number RP904965

Telephone number 01613665667

Date of previous inspection 25 September 2017

Information about this early years setting

The Village Nursery and Pre-school registered in 2014. The nursery opens from 
Monday to Friday all year round, except for bank holidays and one week during the 
Christmas period. Sessions are from 7.30am until 6pm. There are 15 staff qualified 
to level 3 or above, with one qualified to level 6. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Suzanne Fenwick
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
(coronavirus) pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the 
pandemic with the provider and has taken that into account in her evaluation of 
the provider.

n The inspector completed a learning walk with the deputy managers. 
n The inspector carried out a joint observation with the provider. 
n The inspector observed children interacting with staff and other children. 
n The inspector held discussions with staff on the curriculum and safeguarding. 
n Leadership and management discussions were held. 

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2021
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