
Inspection of Barracudas Twickenham 
(Waldegrave)
Waldegrave School, Fifth Cross Road, Twickenham, Middlesex TW2 5LH

Inspection date: 29 July 2021

The quality and 
standards of early 
years provision

This 
inspection

Met

Previous   
inspection

Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

This provision meets requirements

Children enjoy a range of exciting activities, available both indoors and outdoors. 
They are happy when they arrive and are welcomed by friendly staff. The adults 
are sensitive to the children and listen to them. They build strong bonds with the 
children, helping them to feel safe and secure.

Staff engage with all children and ensure that activities are suitable for each child's 
age and ability. Children take part in various activities, for example fencing, 
archery, pottery and tennis. Staff promote both the physical and emotional health 
of the children, by carefully listening to them and acknowledging their feelings. 
Staff promote healthy eating and ensure children learn the importance of keeping 
hydrated throughout the day. Children's personal hygiene is also supported. For 
example, children are encouraged to wash their hands between activities and 
before mealtimes.

Managers and leaders make sure parents are fully informed about the activities. 
Parents provide positive comments and share that their child's needs and interests 
are met. The staff morale is high, which creates a happy environment for children 
to enjoy. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The Manager and leaders are committed to delivering a high-quality service. 
They monitor staff performance through weekly observations. The staff are 
happy with the support they receive to promote their development and well-
being. Staff are rewarded for their efforts and are motivated to do a good job. 
There is a robust induction and training process to support staff in keeping their 
knowledge up to date.

n Children listen well and understand simple instructions provided by staff for the 
different activities available. They respect and help each other and work as a 
team. Adults are good role models and have a good team spirit. Staff are 
attentive to the children and have high expectations of them. For example, 
children are encouraged to share views about what ground rules they want to 
use in order to keep themselves safe. 

n Staff use a variety of resources and tools to ensure children are interested in the 
available activities. For example, they use a visual timetable, which helps 
children to understand what is coming next. As a result, the children understand 
the routine and are able to make choices about the activities they want to take 
part in. Children show that they are independent and confident though the 
choices that they make.

n The staff use the children's feedback to plan for the next week. They introduce 
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various weekly themes. For example, heroes and villains. The children are 
encouraged to take part in arts and crafts activities, such as drawing and making 
masks and capes. The staff are attentive to the children's needs, however, they 
do not always ensure an alternative activity is offered if a child loses interest in 
what is provided.

n Staff ensure that they provide a safe and secure environment by carrying out 
vigorous daily risk assessments and checking that the equipment is safe to used. 
Fire drills take place on a weekly basis so that children are familiar with what 
they have to do. Staff provide instructions and encourage children to take 
appropriate safety measures when needed. Children learn how to keep 
themselves and others safe.

n The staff follow strict COVID-19 (coronavirus) pandemic guidelines. There is a 
one-way system in and out of the setting and cleaning checks are carried out 
throughout the day. The children are encouraged to practise social distancing. 
The manager and leaders gather important information from parents before the 
child starts. This helps to ensure that children's individual interests and needs 
are met when planning activities. During lockdowns, parents received online 
video activities to support their child's home learning.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Leaders and managers follow a robust recruitment process. The staff receive clear 
induction and training to ensure they are suitable to work with children. Staff have 
strong knowledge about how to identify whether a child has been abused and to 
whom to report their concerns. They understand the wider issues involved in 
safeguarding, thereby, reducing the risk for children. Staff deploy themselves 
effectively to ensure children are supervised. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2518732

Local authority Richmond Upon Thames 

Inspection number 10194563

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Out-of-school day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

4 to 14

Total number of places 120

Number of children on roll 215

Name of registered person Young World Leisure Group Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP900856

Telephone number 01480 467567

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Barracudas Twickenham (Waldegrave) is one of 42 holiday activity day camps that 
are registered under Young World Leisure Group Limited. The Waldegrave camp 
registered in 2019. It is open each weekday from 8am to 6pm during the summer 
school holidays, excluding bank holidays. There are 17 members of staff. Of these, 
three hold qualified teacher status or above. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Angelica De Assis
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the setting received since the COVID-19 
(coronavirus) pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the 
pandemic with the setting and has taken that into account in her evaluation of 
setting

n The parents spoke with the inspector who took account of their views.
n The inspector observed the activities indoors and outdoors and staff and 

children. 
n The children and staff spoke with the inspector at appropriate times during the 

inspection.
n The inspector held a meeting with the early years manager, camp manager and 

area manager of the camp. She looked at relevant documentation and evidence 
of the suitability of staff working in the camp. 

n The early years manager and the inspector completed a joint observation.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2021
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