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What is it like to attend this early years setting?

This provision meets requirements

Children arrive at the camp with great expectations, and swiftly engage in the 
variety of activities on offer. This helps to reinforce and extend the knowledge, 
skills and understanding they have already acquired at school. Staff have high 
expectations of children's behaviour. They brief children at the start of the day 
about the activities on offer and the behaviour expected. Children behave well. 
Where children's behaviour is unacceptable, staff are consistent in enforcing the 
camp's positive behaviour policy. Children listen to staff, follow instructions and 
concentrate on the activities on offer.

There are strong relationships between staff and children. Staff respond to 
children's needs immediately. Their interaction with children ensures that children's 
language and vocabulary are further developed at the camp. Children interact with 
each other in a healthy environment and make new friends. They show respect to 
each other. For example, children take on responsibility to lead their groups. In this 
way, they begin to develop the skills needed for leadership roles in later life. 

Children are in groups based on their age. They are, therefore, in a group with 
their peers when undertaking activities. Children enjoy a broad range of activities 
that keep them occupied for their time at the camp. They develop independence 
skills, self-esteem and confidence in the camp environment.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n During the COVID-19 (coronavirus) pandemic, the provider has revisited their 
policies and procedures to make the camp as safe as possible and free from 
infection. The provider has introduced a 'doorstep policy' for parents. This 
prevents other adults from coming into the camp. The provider has also 
implemented additional cleaning routines to ensure good hygiene. Children stay 
in peer 'bubbles' with other children of their age.

n Leaders and managers complete regular supervision and appraisal meetings of 
their staff. These are robust and help to ensure children engage in purposeful 
and meaningful play at the camp.

n Staff provide a stimulating learning environment for all children, outdoors and 
indoors. Older children really enjoy ball-throwing games. The camp offers a 
variety of activities for the children. Consequently, children have the opportunity 
to explore different activities during their time at the club.

n Children express joy as they move and use their bodies. For example, they play 
'chase' games, and climb up and down a giant inflatable. This supports their 
large-muscle development and well-being. Children say their favourite activity is 
the giant inflatable. Staff read books to young children indoors.
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n Staff collect a range of information from parents. This helps them to manage the 
care needs of individual children effectively. For example, information gained 
about dietary requirements can enable staff to administer medicine, if required. 
Staff check that children with medical conditions have the prescribed and in-date 
medicine in place, before they are accepted into the camp.

n Parents are very positive about the camp, praising it highly. They say that 
communication and safety of the children are particularly strong aspects of the 
club. They comment that at the end of the day, they are told what activities 
their children have taken part in. They say that where they have made 
suggestions to camp leaders, they have listened.

n Leaders have effective recruitment and induction procedures for new staff. They 
monitor staff performance effectively. Staff find induction modules effective in 
supporting them to offer high-risk activity to children successfully. Staff are well 
qualified. They mostly work in schools or are students in university. This ensures 
that suitable staff work with children and parents, and this benefits the children 
who attend. 

n Staff use daily risk assessments well to ensure they provide a safe and secure 
environment for children to play. For example, they follow the manufacturer's 
risk assessment procedures about how to set up and take down the giant 
inflatable that children use. Children take appropriate risks safely in the activities 
they are engaged in. This reinforces their sense of confidence, self-esteem and 
independence.

n The provision is inclusive. The staff team reflects the diverse background of 
children. Staff and children show respect to each other.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff are provided with online training to induct and update their knowledge on 
child protection and safeguarding issues. This enables them to identify children 
who might be at risk of abuse. Consequently, staff have a good understanding of 
their role, and the processes and procedures in place to raise concerns if children 
are at possible risk of harm. Staff are deployed to ensure that children are safe. 
They maintain accurate records of children's attendance, and have robust 
paediatric first-aid arrangements in place to respond to accidents and medical 
emergencies. All staff have enhanced Disclosure and Barring Service checks. This 
ensures that only suitable people work with children.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2525192

Local authority Lambeth

Inspection number 10194621

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Out-of-school day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

4 to 12

Total number of places 54

Number of children on roll 46

Name of registered person Activ Camps Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number 2525187

Telephone number 07896546067

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Activ Camps At La Retraite registered in 2019. The holiday camp employs 12 
members of staff, and operates during all school holidays. It opens between the 
hours of 8am to 6pm.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Komla Dartey-Zaffar

Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
(coronavirus) pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the 
pandemic with the provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation 
of the setting.

n The inspector held discussions with head office staff, the camp manager, 
children and parents, as part of the inspection.

n The inspector looked at documents, including evidence of staff suitability to work 
with children, timetables of the activities, and policies.

n The provider showed the inspector areas of the school used by the club, and 
met with the inspector during the inspection.
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We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2021
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