
Inspection of Acorn Holiday Club At 
Burton Park
Burton Park Country Club, Polwell Lane, Kettering NN15 5PS

Inspection date: 2 August 2021

The quality and 
standards of early 
years provision

This 
inspection

Not met (with actions)

Previous   
inspection

Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

This provision does not meet requirements

Children's safety and welfare is compromised. Staff do not identify or address risks 
and hazards within the club room. They fail to ensure the premises are secure to 
prevent children leaving or unknown adults entering the room where the club is 
held. They do not promote fire safety effectively.

Despite this, children happily come into the setting and settle quickly. Staff greet 
children warmly and with a smile. Children are keen to talk to visitors about the 
range of activities on offer. They display high levels of independence, confidently 
choosing what they would like to do. Children take part in creative activities, such 
as stained glass window painting, and engage for sustained periods of time.  
Children behave well and have good relationships with their friends. When children 
become too noisy inside, staff calmly remind them of the expectations and they 
quickly use quieter voices. Children tidy away the activities when they have finished 
without being asked, because the rules and routines of the setting are clear. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Children's safety is not effectively promoted. Staff do not identify hazards or 
take appropriate steps to minimise these to ensure children are kept safe. For 
example, windows on the first floor of the building open fully and cause a risk of 
falling. It is not clear which doors are fire exits as doors do not have adequate 
signage. Children are not able to leave the building quickly in the event of a fire 
as the main door to the building does not always open easily from the inside. 
Another door within the premises leads into the car park and is left open, which 
means that children could leave the building unsupervised. Unauthorised 
persons are able to enter the room where the club is held as there is no secure 
entry system. This puts children at risk of harm.

n Staff plan activities for children based on their interests. They find out about the 
experiences children have at home and what they would like to find out more 
about. For example, children show a keen interest in pirates. Staff plan a pirate 
themed day where children create treasure maps with their friends and delight 
in following them to find buried treasure.

n Many high-quality interactions take place throughout the day between staff and 
children to support their engagement in activities. Children are keen to share 
their home experiences with staff. They share their achievements and staff 
praise them. Children go to staff when they need help. For example, they ask 
staff to help them when they find it difficult to attach different fabrics together 
to make a pirate den. Staff show them how to use clips and encourage children 
to have a go themselves.

n Parents are happy with the service the setting is providing. They say staff are 
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approachable and that they always feedback at the end of the day about 
activities their children have enjoyed. Parents speak positively about accessing 
photographs of what their children are doing throughout the day. They say their 
children love coming to the setting.

n Children are able to make their own choices. They choose from a range of 
healthy options for breakfast, such as fruit, cereal and toast. Staff talk to the 
children about the foods they are eating. Children consider what foods are 
healthy and unhealthy. This supports children in developing a healthy lifestyle.

n Since the COVID-19 (coronavirus) pandemic, children know to sanitise their 
hands when arriving at the setting. Children know the routines of the setting 
well and wash their hands before eating and after using the toilet without being 
prompted. Staff are vigilant in disinfecting tables before children sit down to eat. 
This promotes children's health.

n Children play well together. Older children help younger children to learn about 
pirates. They introduce them to new vocabulary about pirate ships, for example 
port and starboard. Staff carefully provide explanations of what these new words 
mean and check children understand. This helps children to learn new 
vocabulary.  

n There are opportunities throughout the day for children to participate in a range 
of activities outdoors. Staff encourage children to take part in team games. 
Children work well together taking penalties in a football match, praising all 
attempts. Staff talk to children about minibeasts they can hear in the grass 
outside. Children confidently tell staff the sound is a cricket and that they enjoy 
living in long grass. 

n Leaders and managers are able to identify what the setting is doing well and 
have a clear vision for how they would like to improve further. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are not effective.

Risk assessments are not effective and, therefore, children's safety is compromised. 
Staff do not demonstrate that they are able to identify and manage the numerous 
risks and hazards on the premises, including the security of the premises and fire 
safety. That said, staff do have a good knowledge of the signs and symptoms of 
abuse and know who to report child protection concerns to. There are appropriate 
procedures in place to check the suitability of staff working at the club.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To meet the requirements of the early years foundation stage and 
Childcare Register the provider must:

Due date
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ensure risk assessments identify and 
minimise all risks and hazards to children 
to ensure their safety

20/08/2021

take all reasonable steps to ensure the 
safety of children and staff in the case of 
an emergency and ensure that fire exits 
are clearly identifiable and fire doors can 
be easily opened from the inside

20/08/2021

ensure unauthorised people cannot gain 
access to the room where the club is 
held.

20/08/2021
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY553064

Local authority North Northamptonshire

Inspection number 10141982

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Out-of-school day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

4 to 11

Total number of places 32

Number of children on roll 124

Name of registered person Acorn Early Years Foundation

Registered person unique 
reference number RP901362

Telephone number 01536 726700

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Acorn Holiday Club At Burton Park registered in 2017. It is located in Kettering, 
Northamptonshire. The setting employs four members of childcare staff, including 
the manager. Of these, three hold early years qualifications at level 2 to level 3. 
The setting opens from Monday to Friday, in school holidays only. Sessions are 
from 8am until 5.30pm. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Emily Lofts
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
(coronavirus) pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the 
pandemic with the provider and has taken that into account in her evaluation of 
the provider.

n The manager and inspector discussed how activities are planned and organised.  
n The inspector reviewed relevant documentation and evidence of the suitability of 

staff. 
n The inspector spoke with staff and children during the inspection.
n The inspector spoke to parents during the inspection and took account of their 

views.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.

Inspection report: Acorn Holiday Club At Burton Park
2 August 2021 6

http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report


The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2021
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