
Inspection of Muddyboots Camps
St Matthews C Of E Infant School, Downside Road, Downside, Cobham KT11 3NA

Inspection date: 2 August 2021

The quality and 
standards of early 
years provision

This 
inspection

Met

Previous   
inspection

Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

This provision meets requirements

Children are happy to attend and are eager to take part in a range of stimulating 
activities. They enjoy their time at this friendly and welcoming club. Children are 
aware of the rules and boundaries within the setting as staff have high 
expectations for their behaviour. For instance, children know to use 'walking feet' 
indoors. They play cooperatively and show respect for one another. Children 
engage well with the staff and concentrate on their chosen tasks, such as building 
with bricks. Children persevere as they connect bricks and show great satisfaction 
in the structures they make.  

Children show positive attitudes to play, they giggle in delight as they use a wide 
range of materials to make a superhero character. Children display great pride in 
their completed pieces of artwork as they share them with the staff. Children fully 
absorb themselves in imaginative play. For example, they enjoy dressing up as 
superheroes. They pretend to fly around the garden and take on the role of 
superheroes. Children thoroughly enjoy being physically active. They learn to work 
together as a team, such as when playing parachute games. Children coordinate 
their movements so they do not have accidents, and show extremely good 
awareness of each other's space. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The passionate manager leads a team of highly qualified staff. They all have 
incredibly high expectations for children and carry out their job roles effectively. 
Staff receive regular training to support their ongoing development. They share 
their skills and new learning with the team. The manager invests highly in her 
staff team. Staff have regular opportunities to discuss their well-being. They 
report feeling valued and say that they enjoy their work. 

n Partnerships with parents are a strength of the setting. Parents know what their 
children have been up to each day, even though they cannot come into the 
setting due to COVID19 (coronavirus) restrictions. Staff share information with 
parents to help them to understand how children's learning can be further 
supported at home. Parents are very complimentary about the setting. They 
comment that the staff know their children well, and are extremely happy with 
the care that their children receive. 

n Children enjoy being outdoors and spend time running, climbing, and exploring 
mud, sticks, and stones. They take part in a variety of physical activities, such as 
gymnastics. This helps to develop children's balance and coordination effectively. 
Children enjoy going on nature walks to the nearby woods and visiting the local 
park. They thoroughly enjoy den building and having the opportunity to climb 
trees. This helps develop children's sense of responsibility and they learn how to 
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manage their own safety. 
n Staff encourage children to understand healthy food choices. They provide an 

assortment of nutritious snacks. Children enjoy selecting their favourite fruit to 
eat and staff talk about these with them. In addition, while children eat their 
packed lunch, staff encourage them to eat healthy foods first. This helps 
children to understand the importance of a balanced and healthy diet. 

n Staff are extremely sensitive to children's emotional needs and take swift action 
to ensure children feel positive, secure and content. They engage with children 
enthusiastically and hold in-depth conversations with children about their lives 
outside of the club. Children are confident communicators and share activities 
that they would like to take part in. For instance, children ask to play games, 
such as 'What's the time Mr Wolf?', they shriek with excitement as they chase 
their friends.  

n The manager asks staff, children and parents for their views. She has a clear 
vision of the strengths and of the areas for development of the setting. For 
example, the manager has identified that there is scope to give children richer 
experiences that enhance their understanding of people, families, and 
communities beyond their own.

n Staff ensure they plan activities according to children's interests. They use the 
information available to identify the ages and needs of the children who attend. 
Staff discuss with children their favourite activities and take this into account in 
their planning. Children say they really enjoy attending the club. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff use the robust safeguarding policies and procedures to underpin their daily 
practice. The manager follows effective recruitment and vetting procedures to 
make sure that all staff are suitable and have the skills they need for their role. 
Staff demonstrate a secure understanding of procedures to keep children safe. 
They know the signs that may indicate a child is at risk of harm and how to identify 
and report concerns. Staff manage and minimise risks effectively. They carry out 
daily rigorous checks of the setting and resources. Staff keep accurate records, for 
example of children's attendance and any accidents that occur, which helps to 
enhance children's safety. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY552114

Local authority Surrey

Inspection number 10127001

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register

Day care type Out-of-school day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

3 to 8

Total number of places 60

Number of children on roll 120

Name of registered person Muddyboots Kids Sports Club Ltd

Registered person unique 
reference number RP552113

Telephone number 07791886348

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Muddyboots Camp registered in 2017. It operates from St Matthews Church of 
England Infant School, Downside Village, Cobham, Surrey. The camp is open 
Monday to Friday between 8.30am and 4.30pm during school holidays. The club 
employs 23 members of staff. Of these, the provider holds an early years degree, 
13 staff hold qualified teacher status and seven have appropriate early years 
qualifications between level 6 and level 3. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Sarah Richards
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the setting received since the COVID-19 
(coronavirus) pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the 
pandemic with the setting and has taken that into account in her evaluation of 
the setting.

n The inspector and the provider conducted a learning walk of the areas used by 
the setting to find out how they are organised, and to consider the range of 
activities provided, indoors and outdoors.

n The children and parents held discussions with the inspector, who sought their 
views on the setting.

n The inspector checked a sample of documentation, including evidence of staff 
suitability and training.

n The inspector observed interactions with staff and children, indoors and 
outdoors.

n A joint observation of a planned adult-led activity was completed by the 
manager and the inspector.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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