
Inspection of Parkfield Montessori 
Preschool
Parkfield School, Bournemouth International Airport, Hurn, Christchurch BH23 6DF

Inspection date: 15 July 2021

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children arrive eager to play and explore. The manager has adapted daily routines, 
in view of the COVID-19 (coronavirus) pandemic, to ensure the good health of 
children. Drop-off and collection arrangements have been altered so that parents 
and carers no longer come into the pre-school. Families are greeted warmly by the 
manager at the door. Children enjoy being in the pre-school garden. They ride on 
tricycles with their friends and take risks as they negotiate the space around them. 
Children are keen to share their experiences with their friends and the staff. They 
think about how they can solve problems in their play. For example, children 
experiment and use different tools to try and turn screws into wooden blocks. They 
demonstrate a positive attitude to learning. 

Staff have high expectations of children's behaviour. Older children ask if other 
children are OK and if they want to join them in their play. They show care and 
consideration towards each other. Children show good manners at lunch and snack 
time. They respond well to staff's guidance and support. Children have close 
relationships with staff and their friends. This helps to build their high levels of self-
esteem and emotional security.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The curriculum is organised well. The manager and staff know the skills and 
knowledge they want children to learn over time. Staff are confident in 
delivering structured learning experiences. For instance, through regular 
repetition, children begin to recognise written letters and sounds. Children are 
encouraged to count beads and match them to written numbers. They move on 
to more complex problems, such as counting in sequence building up to larger 
numbers from 10 to 100.

n Children engage well during most activities. They learn to listen, follow simple 
instructions and concentrate. For example, younger children copy staff as they 
wiggle their fingers in the air and tap their legs using faster and faster 
movements. Older children eagerly dig for potatoes that they have grown and 
use their hands to explore the contents of the soil. They wash the potatoes and 
compare size and shape. However, sometimes, during larger group activities, 
some children lose interest. The organisation of these activities does not 
consistently support the different ages and needs of children at these times.

n Children with special educational needs and/or disabilities and those who receive 
additional funding are supported effectively. Staff work closely with parents and 
other agencies to ensure all children make progress from when they first start. 
Parents comment that children learn key skills in readiness for school, such as 
social skills, and begin to confidently communicate and express themselves.

n Staff support children who are learning English as an additional language by 
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using words in both English and their home language. They work with parents to 
find out familiar words in their home language to help children settle and 
understand the daily routine.

n Children learn to follow appropriate hygiene routines. Staff have heightened this 
practice due to the COVID-19 pandemic. Children understand the importance of 
washing their hands and catching their coughs in their elbows to help limit the 
spread of germs. 

n Staff support children's independence and confidence well. Children are very 
independent. They willingly lay the table with plates and cutlery, and wash up 
after they have finished.

n The manager is passionate about her role and knows the children and staff well. 
Staff speak positively about the management structure and the support they 
receive. They have regular individual and team meetings as well as opportunities 
to undertake professional development, such as training. The manager is a good 
role model to other staff with the quality of her practice. However, not all staff 
adapt teaching as well as they could to further support children's learning.  

n Partnerships with parents are good. Staff share daily information with parents 
through an online system and verbal handovers. During the national lockdowns, 
the pre-school was only open to some children due to COVID-19 restrictions. 
Parents of children staying at home at that time received regular ideas for 
activities for their children to take part in. This helped to support children's 
continued learning during this time.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The manager takes lead responsibility for safeguarding and fully understands the 
responsibilities of her role. All staff are aware of the potential signs that may 
indicate a child is at risk. They are vigilant in monitoring children's well-being and 
know the procedures to follow to refer any concerns. The manager has effective 
arrangements to ensure that staff maintain an up-to-date knowledge of child 
protection matters. Staff complete daily risk assessments of the premises, which 
helps to identify and minimise hazards to children. There are clear procedures for 
the recruitment and induction of new staff. These processes check staff's suitability 
to work with children and help all staff to know their roles and responsibilities.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n build on staff's teaching skills to help raise the overall good quality of practice
n improve the organisation and timings of large-group activities, to ensure all 

children are well supported.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 2497840

Local authority Bournemouth, Christchurch & Poole

Inspection number 10191407

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection 2 to 4

Total number of places 30

Number of children on roll 23

Name of registered person Mudhut Montessori Ltd

Registered person unique 
reference number 2497839

Telephone number 01202 592539

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Parkfield Montessori Preschool registered in 2018. It operates from a classroom in 
Parkfield School, situated in Bournemouth, Dorset. The pre-school follows the 
Montessori educational philosophy. They are open Monday to Friday, from 8am 
until 4pm, term time only. The owner is the manager and she holds a Montessori 
diploma at level 4. She employs five other members of staff. Of these, one holds an 
appropriate childcare qualification at level 6, one at level 3 and three hold a 
Montessori diploma at level 4.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Rachel Cornish
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
(coronavirus) pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the 
pandemic with the provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation 
of the setting.

n The manager explained the curriculum offered and the impact this has on 
children's development during a tour of the setting. 

n Parents shared their feedback and experiences of the setting with the inspector, 
through discussions and written comments.

n The inspector observed and evaluated interactions between staff and children 
throughout the inspection, indoors and outdoors. 

n During a joint observation, the manager and the inspector evaluated the quality 
of education together.

n Children spoke to the inspector about what they enjoy doing at the pre-school.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.

Inspection report: Parkfield Montessori Preschool
15 July 2021 5

http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report


The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2021
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