Inspection of Early Start Private Day
Nursery
Early Start Nursery, Stanhill Works, Tennyson Avenue, Oswaldtwistle,
ACCRINGTON, Lancashire BB5 4QZ

Inspection date:

12 July 2021

Overall effectiveness

Good

The quality of education

Good

Behaviour and attitudes

Good

Personal development

Good

Leadership and management

Good

Overall effectiveness at previous
inspection

Not applicable

What is it like to attend this early years setting?
The provision is good
Children settle quickly when they arrive despite the changes made to the drop-off
arrangements as a result of the COVID-19 (coronavirus) pandemic. They are happy
at nursery and demonstrate that they feel safe and secure through their positive
engagement and attitudes towards learning. Babies and young children respond
well to the kind and nurturing manner of staff. They explore the environment with
increasing confidence, reassured that their key person is close by. Older children
enjoy investigating the activities and experiences that staff have planned for them.
Children are curious and show a willingness to have a go and try new things. For
example, older children delight in mixing coloured water. They learn to recognise
familiar colours and notice the changes when they are mixed together.
Children behave well and know what is expected of them. They follow simple
instructions given by staff as they help to tidy away toys and resources. Young
children play harmoniously together. They have learned about the importance of
sharing and taking turns. Older children show care and concern for their friends.
They enjoy having responsibilities and are keen to help staff with nursery routines.
Staff continuously praise children for their efforts, which helps to raise their selfesteem and sense of belonging.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it
need to do better?
n The manager and her staff team are dedicated to helping young children
achieve. They continually observe children's learning and record their progress.
However, not all staff are confident in planning and implementing a curriculum
that successfully sequences children's learning and builds on what they know
and can do. On occasions, the most able children are not encouraged and
supported to extend their thinking and learning fully.
n Children of all ages demonstrate impressive levels of independence. Babies and
young children serve and feed themselves with little support. Older children
competently pour their own drinks, skilfully chop up their own fruit and spread
cheese on crackers. However, sometimes the organisation of mealtimes in the
baby unit means that children wait for prolonged periods. They become restless,
tired and distracted.
n Staff engage in purposeful discussions with children throughout the nursery day.
For example, they introduce new vocabulary, repeat key words and ask openended questions. This helps children to develop their emerging language skills
and become skilful, confident communicators.
n Children thoroughly enjoy looking at books. They seek out their favourite stories
and excitedly share these with staff, who read with enthusiasm, modelling
language and introducing new ideas. Children show care for books as they
carefully turn the pages, pointing out characters and predicting what might
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happen next. They listen attentively and repeat key phrases and familiar words.
n Children's physical development is a key focus at the nursery. Staff working with
babies continually promote opportunities for children to pull themselves up on
furniture, engage in tummy time and navigate the ample space available. Older
children skilfully use wheeled toys and create large structures with wooden
blocks. They demonstrate good control of their muscles as they stack bricks into
a tall tower. Children engage in threading activities where they develop their
small-muscle skills in readiness for writing.
n Children who are in receipt of additional funding are supported well. Funding is
used effectively and reflects children's individual needs. Children are developing
the skills they need in readiness for the next stage in their learning.
n The well-qualified team of staff show a genuine passion and enthusiasm for their
work. Staff regularly access training and talk positively about the support they
receive during supervision meetings. The manager and room leaders regularly
monitor practice and provide staff with feedback about how they can further
improve their practice.
n Parents are very complimentary about the nursery and staff team. They
appreciate the efforts that staff have gone to in order to maintain
communication despite not having access to the building currently. Parents
describe how staff are 'amazing' and 'awesome', and how they go above and
beyond in the care and education of their children.

Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.
The manager and staff have a clear understanding of how to protect children from
harm. They attend detailed training and update their knowledge regularly. Staff
fully understand how to share their concerns with the relevant agencies, including
the reporting of a colleague's practice in a timely manner. Staff maintain accurate
documentation to ensure that children are able to play in a safe and secure
environment. This includes registers, risk assessment checklists, medication and
accident records. Staff are deployed appropriately and the required staff-to-child
ratios are maintained. This ensures that children are supervised well. Robust
recruitment and vetting arrangements are successful in ensuring staff are suitable
to carry out their role.

What does the setting need to do to improve?
To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider
should:
n help staff to develop their confidence and skills in planning and implementing a
curriculum that consistently builds on what children already know and can do
n assist staff to implement a successful lunchtime routine that enables children to
benefit from an organised, calm and sociable experience.
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Setting details
Unique reference number

2548120

Local authority

Lancashire

Inspection number

10199204

Type of provision

Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers

Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type

Full day care

Age range of children at time of
inspection

0 to 5

Total number of places

85

Number of children on roll

164

Name of registered person

Early Start Private Day Nursery Limited

Registered person unique
reference number

2548119

Telephone number

01254 383294

Date of previous inspection

Not applicable

Information about this early years setting
Early Start Private Day Nursery registered in 2020. The setting is open from
7.30am to 6pm, Monday to Friday, all year round. The setting employs 32 staff, of
whom one holds qualified teacher status, three hold level 6 qualifications, one
holds a qualification at level 4, and 25 hold qualifications at level 3. The nursery
provides funded early education for two-, three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection
Inspector
Karen Cox
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Inspection activities
n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the provider.
n The inspector spoke with staff, parents and children at appropriate times
throughout the inspection.
n The manager and the inspector completed a learning walk together to discuss
the curriculum intent and how the provision is organised.
n A joint evaluation of an activity was conducted with the manager.
n The inspector held a meeting with the manager. She reviewed a variety of
documents, including qualifications, first-aid certificates, registers and policies.
n The inspector observed interactions between staff and children during activities
and assessed the impact of teaching on children's learning.
We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the
early years foundation stage.
If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding
and child protection.
If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.
You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk
This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.
Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.
Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD
T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
© Crown copyright 2021
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