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Inspection of The Secret Garden
Private Day Nursery (attenborough)

235 Attenborough Lane, Attenborough, Nottingham, Nottinghamshire NG9 6AS

Inspection date: 9 July 2021
Overall effectiveness Good
The quality of education Good
Behaviour and attitudes Good
Personal development Good
Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous
inspection

Not applicable
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What is it like to attend this early years setting?
The provision is good

Children appear happy and content in this friendly nursery. They develop positive
attachments with staff and demonstrate they feel safe and secure. Children quickly
become engaged in their play and learning and move round the homely
environment confidently. They have an eagerness to learn and play. This is evident
as children relish exploring the paint. They smear the paint and make swirls and
circles with their hands. This helps to strengthen their fingers and wrists for early
writing and their future learning.

Children behave well. They learn to play cooperatively together, share the toys and
take turns. For example, as children fix the train track they carefully place the
pieces accurately together, taking turns. They say, 'Your turn, my turn', and
continue until the track is complete. Children use the track and use their
imagination as they pretend to be train drivers. They move the trains along the
track saying, 'Choo, choo we're off.’

Staff have high expectations for children. They know the children well and plan
activities to help their individual learning goals. For instance, staff plan activities to
help babies learn to feed themselves and hold spoons. Babies hold the spoons well.
They scoop up cereal in their play and fill and empty containers.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it
need to do better?

B The managers are ambitious and reflective. They support staff effectively and
conduct supervisions and appraisals to help develop the quality of education.
Staff benefit from a rigorous induction and gain a thorough understanding of
their roles and responsibilities.

m Staff attend online training opportunities to help build on their skills and
knowledge. For example, they recently attended a course on how two-year-olds
learn. This led to them changing the layout of the toddler room to help develop
the children's curiosity. Despite this, some staff in the toddler room do not know
precisely what it is they want children to learn. Therefore, children are not able
to reach their maximum progress, especially when taking part in planned focus
activities.

B The managers know their curriculum. They follow children's individual interests
and provide activities to help children learn and explore. Children with special
educational needs and/or disabilities have tailored support to help meet their
needs and aid their learning and development.

W Staff are good role models for speaking. They make eye contact and speak to
children face to face. Staff repeat words the children say and provide a running
commentary for babies. However, in the toddler room, staff sometimes ask too
many questions. They do not give the children time to answer before moving on
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to ask another question. This does not help children to understand or to practise
their own speaking.

m Children relish playing with the dinosaurs, broccoli and play dough. They pretend
the broccoli is a tree and encourage the dinosaurs to eat the tree. Staff adapt
this activity well, for example, they encourage children to count the dinosaurs,
developing their early mathematics. Children further develop this area of the
curriculum as they learn to fill and empty water into different sized containers
and sing counting songs.

m Staff work with parents and other professionals, such as schools and a family
officer, when children need extra support. Parents speak highly of the nursery
and are aware of the progress their children are making. Staff keep parents well
informed about their children's progress and work with them to meet their child's
individual care needs. They consistently exchange information that helps parents
fully understand their child's learning. Staff share ideas on what parents can do
to support their child at home.

B Staff promote children's behaviour and independence effectively. Children follow
the nursery routine and know the rules, such as washing their hands before
snack, to help their good self-care skills and understanding of hygiene. Children
put on their own shoes to venture into the outside area. Children thoroughly
enjoy the activities outside. They run about in the garden, climb, balance and
use a range of balls to learn how to kick and catch.

Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The managers ensure concerns about a child's safety or well-being are referred to
the appropriate agencies promptly. Staff are well trained in child protection
procedures and wider safeguarding issues, such as the 'Prevent' duty. Staff refresh
their safeguarding knowledge effectively in monthly staff meetings. This ensures
that staff have a secure understanding of the signs and symptoms of different
types of abuse that may indicate that children are at risk of harm. Managers use
risk assessment effectively to ensure that children's safety remains a high priority.
They have robust recruitment procedures and complete ongoing checks to help
ensure the suitability of staff.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider
should:

W support staff to review their practice and focus more rigorously on what they
want children to learn when delivering planned focused activities, so each child
receives the best possible learning outcomes

B develop staff's understanding of how to use questions with children, in order to
increase their thinking and language skills.

Inspection report: The Secret Garden Private Day Nursery (attenborough) 3
9 July 2021



Setting details

Unique reference number
Local authority
Inspection nhumber

Type of provision

Registers

Day care type

Age range of children at time of
inspection

Total number of places
Number of children on roll
Name of registered person

Registered person unique
reference number

Telephone number
Date of previous inspection

Ofsted

EY556352

Nottinghamshire County Council
10174846

Childcare on non-domestic premises

Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare
Register

Full day care
1to3

19
36
Secret Garden Childcare Limited

RP902046

01159225723
Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

The Secret Garden Private Day Nursery (attenborough) was registered in 2018 and
is located in Attenborough, Nottinghamshire. The nursery is associated with The
Secret Garden Pre-school which is also located in Attenborough. The nursery
employs nine members of staff. Of these, seven staff hold appropriate early years
qualifications at level 3 and 4. One member of staff has a degree in early childhood
studies and there is one member of staff unqualified. The nursery is open from
Monday to Friday. Sessions are from 7.30am until 6pm. The nursery provides
funded early education for two-, three- and four-year-old children.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Jan Hughes
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Inspection activities

B This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID — 19
(coronavirus) pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the
pandemic with the provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation
of the provider.

B The inspector completed a learning walk with the managers of the nursery. She
discussed with the managers how they organise and implement their curriculum.

B The inspector and the managers took part in a joint observation. The inspector
considered the quality of education during activities and the impact this had on
children's learning.

B The inspector spoke with the owner, managers, staff and the children at
appropriate times throughout the inspection. She observed interactions between
the staff and the children, and considered the impact these have on children's
learning.

B The inspector took account of the views of parents through talking to them by
telephone and face to face.

W The inspector had a discussion with the managers about how they supported
staff, training and how they evaluate their practice. The inspector and managers
discussed the future plans of the nursery.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report

Ofsted

The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2021
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