
Inspection of The Pink Cottage
The Elms, Chichester Road, Selsey, Chichester, Sussex PO20 0NL

Inspection date: 13 July 2021

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children are very happy and secure at the inclusive and nurturing nursery. They 
love playing with staff and friends and form strong relationships. Children enjoy 
challenges set by staff, who have high expectations for what children can achieve. 
Children develop strong problem-solving skills. For example, they eagerly found 
things that would float and sink in water and managed to find 'heavier' and 'lighter' 
objects. 

Overall, children of all ages explore the stimulating nursery with confidence. 
Younger children are very adventurous outdoors and particularly enjoy going up 
and down a mound in the garden. They carefully and safely navigate steps and are 
motivated to explore at their own pace. Babies and toddlers feel completely at 
home and are keen to share their experiences with the caring staff.

Older children are also very physically active and, during the inspection, they 
thoroughly enjoyed a sports day session. Children showed strong balance, 
coordination and movement as they competed in fun races around the garden. 
When not taking part, children were keen to help by holding up the finishing line 
and excitedly cheering on their friends. They are very kind and thoughtful and were 
quick to praise others, saying 'good race' and 'well done everyone'. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n The dedicated managers are supported well by their strong staff team. 
Together, they know the children very well and precisely assess their 
development. The curriculum is ambitious and designed well to prepare children 
for the next stages in their learning. Staff follow children's interests closely to 
provide an interesting, challenging and motivating environment. 

n Staff give children's language development a high focus and support this 
consistently well. Staff working with younger children speak clearly and use age-
appropriate language to name what children see and do. Staff sing with children 
regularly and ensure children hear and use language all day long. Older children 
speak well, using good vocabulary and full sentences. They confidently share 
their ideas and knowledge. For example, as they observed butterflies, children 
talked about the 'cocoon phase' and how butterflies 'carry nectar'.

n Staff are skilled teachers and use their interactions effectively to support, guide 
and extend children's learning. For example, as pre-school children explored a 
bee robot toy, they were encouraged to follow instructions, such as going left, 
right, backwards and forwards. Younger children know their colours well and 
enjoy twisting, pulling and exploring locks, chains and handles. Children are 
inquisitive and quickly develop the skills needed for their next stage in learning, 
including school. Parents are very happy with the support their children receive 
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and the progress they make.
n Staff support children who receive additional funding well and use the early 

years pupil premium money thoughtfully. For example, they buy resources to 
support children's interests and use these to encourage social play and 
friendship building. Overall, staff are attentive to children's individual needs. 
However, they are not always quick to identify when some quieter and less 
confident children need further support to help them engage fully in their play 
and learning.

n Staff are positive role models for children and create an atmosphere of trust, 
respect and understanding. Overall, children learn to behave well. They listen 
carefully to staff, follow instructions well and include others in their play. 
However, staff do not fully support children's understanding of how some of 
their behaviour can have a negative impact. For example, they do not 
consistently teach children how running and being too noisy inside can cause 
problems for themselves and others.

n The management team reflects closely on the nursery and make continuous 
improvements to children's learning and experiences. For instance, they have 
recently introduced beach school sessions, where children explore, investigate 
and discover local wildlife and nature. Managers support staff professional 
development successfully and encourage regular discussion, research and 
training to target improvements. The team are currently focused on encouraging 
more open ended play, to further support children's choices and creativity.

n Children show high levels of self-esteem and take pride in their achievements. 
During the inspection, older children proudly practised songs for an upcoming 
graduation performance. Younger children persevere with tasks, such as 
climbing into a ride-on car, and excitedly share their successes with interested 
staff.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Managers fully understand their role in safeguarding children and ensure staff have 
the knowledge they need. For example, staff complete regular training and, during 
meetings, they often discuss wider safeguarding issues, such as extremism. 
Managers and staff confidently know the signs to look out for that suggest a child's 
welfare may be in danger and how to act on any such concerns. Staff fully 
understand local safeguarding procedures and how to support vulnerable children 
and families. Staff supervise children closely in the nursery and vigilantly monitor 
the environment to make sure it is safe.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

Inspection report: The Pink Cottage
13 July 2021 3



n give quieter and less confident children the support they need to engage fully in 
their learning at all times

n develop further children's understanding of why certain nursery rules are 
important and how their actions can impact on others.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY559929

Local authority West Sussex

Inspection number 10194114

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection 0 to 4

Total number of places 36

Number of children on roll 70

Name of registered person The Pink Cottage Day Nursery Ltd

Registered person unique 
reference number RP559928

Telephone number 01243 604674

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

The Pink Cottage re-registered in 2018. It operates in Selsey, West Sussex. The 
nursery is open each weekday from 8am to 5.30pm, all year. There are 11 
members of staff, all of whom hold appropriate early years qualifications between 
level 3 and level 6. The nursery receives funding to provide free early education for 
children aged two, three and four years.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Ben Parsons
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the setting received since the COVID-19 
(coronavirus) pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the 
pandemic with the setting and has taken that into account in their evaluation of 
the setting.

n The inspector was given a tour of the nursery by the manager and they carried 
out a learning walk to discuss the curriculum.

n The manager and the inspector discussed the play activities and children's 
learning during the inspection and undertook a joint observation of an activity.

n The views and opinions of the staff, children and parents were taken into 
account during the inspection.

n A sample of documentation was viewed by the inspector.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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