Inspection of Allsorts
Weymouth Outdoor Education Centre, Knightsdale Road, WEYMOUTH, Dorset DT4
0HS

Inspection date:

7 July 2021

Overall effectiveness

Good

The quality of education

Good

Behaviour and attitudes

Good

Personal development

Good

Leadership and management

Good

Overall effectiveness at previous
inspection

Good

What is it like to attend this early years setting?
The provision is good
Children are confident and happy. They arrive with keen enthusiasm to take part in
the range of activities and learning experiences on offer. They develop good levels
of independence as they choose to play inside or out and particularly enjoy the
opportunities for physical activities. Outside, children count as they hop and jump
when they play hopscotch. They are eager to explore, whether they are chopping
vegetables or playing in the mud kitchen.
Children's behaviour is good. They take it in turns to climb the steps and go down
the slide. They listen to stories well and share books with one another as they turn
the pages and look at the pictures. Children enjoy yoga, which instils a sense of
calm. Children practise the poses, such as 'downward-facing dog', developing good
posture and balance.
Communication has remained good between the parents and the staff throughout
the COVID-19 (coronavirus) pandemic. This has supported families well and helped
to maintain the good links already in place. Although parents do not currently come
into the setting, staff greet each child individually at the gate and share information
with the parents. This helps to ensure that parents feel fully involved.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it
need to do better?
n Children have good opportunities to role play. They use their imagination well as
they pretend to cook with water, soil and leaves in the mud kitchen. They take
on the role of a hairdresser as they use the resources to style each other's hair.
Staff make the most of these spontaneous opportunities to engage children in
conversation, encouraging them to think about and describe what they are
doing. This helps children to develop good communication skills.
n Children behave well. Older children look out for and look after younger ones.
For example, when children notice that others are having difficulty opening their
water bottle, they ask them if they would like some help. Older children also
show acts of kindness as they invite younger, less-confident children to join
them in their play.
n Children develop a good understanding of mathematical concepts. They count in
activities, write numerals, and begin to make simple calculations. They excitedly
count the number of children present, confidently recognising and writing the
number 22. Children call out excitedly that two and two make four when added
together and that three twos make six, demonstrating excellent mathematical
knowledge.
n Younger children enjoy action rhymes and singing. They pour water from one
container to another, enjoying the sensory experience. They work well together
when using a variety of tools to fix different vehicles. Staff ask thought-
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provoking questions and listen to children's ideas, which gives them a sense of
achievement.
The manager provides strong leadership for the staff team. She has an
incredible knowledge of every child that attends the setting. In her role as the
special educational needs coordinator, she is extremely proactive in seeking
early help for children when needed. The manager and staff have built highly
effective partnerships with other professionals and external agencies to ensure
that all children receive the help they require to make the best possible progress
in relation to their individual starting points.
Partnerships with parents are good. Parents are happy with the progress their
children make and the provision. Parents compliment staff on supporting
children in their speech and language and helping their children to become more
confident.
Staff take their lead from children's interests. However, at times, staff do not
recognise when to engage and interact with children in order to fully promote or
extend their learning consistently. As a result, sometimes, children play on their
own for extended periods of time.
The manager and staff regularly reflect on their practice and assess the quality
of the provision. Staff have good training opportunities to develop their practice,
and they feel well supported by the manager.
Staff provide many learning opportunities for children during large-group times.
Although all children listen and are well engaged, staff do not encourage the
quieter or less-confident children to contribute. Consequently, the moreconfident and outgoing children dominate the session.

Safeguarding
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.
Staff have a good knowledge of child protection issues and are clear about their
role and responsibilities to safeguard children. The manager and staff keep their
safeguarding training up to date. They know the signs that may indicate that a
child may be at risk of harm and know how to report concerns. They have a good
knowledge of wider safeguarding issues. There are thorough recruitment and
vetting procedures in place and effective systems to ensure the ongoing suitability
of staff, so only those suitable to do so work with children.

What does the setting need to do to improve?
To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider
should:
n improve the organisation of large-group times so that all children can take part
and contribute equally
n develop the consistency of staff's engagement and interaction with children to
fully support and extend each child's learning.
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Setting details
Unique reference number

EY463901

Local authority

Dorset

Inspection number

10198811

Type of provision

Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers

Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type

Full day care

Age range of children at time of
inspection

2 to 4

Total number of places

42

Number of children on roll

61

Name of registered person

Allsorts Playgroup Committee

Registered person unique
reference number

RP519773

Telephone number

01305778615

Date of previous inspection

7 December 2016

Information about this early years setting
Allsorts re-registered at the current site in 2013. It is located in Weymouth, Dorset.
The setting is open from 8am to 4pm each weekday during school term time. A
holiday club is available. Allsorts receives funding for the provision of free early
education for children aged two, three and four years. There are six staff
employed. Of these, three staff hold early years qualifications at level 3.

Information about this inspection
Inspector
Michelle Heimsoth
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Inspection activities
n This was the first routine inspection the setting received since the COVID-19
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the
setting and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the setting.
n The inspector and the manager completed a learning walk and discussed how
the curriculum is organised.
n The manager and the inspector completed a joint observation.
n The inspector spoke to parents and children to get their views about the setting.
n The inspector held discussions with staff and the manager at appropriate times
throughout the inspection.
We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the
early years foundation stage.
If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted)
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding
and child protection.
If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.
You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email:
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk
This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.
Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.
Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD
T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
© Crown copyright 2021

Inspection report: Allsorts
7 July 2021

6

