
Inspection of Sticky Fingers Tiny 
School
Stockton On The Forest Cp School, The Village, Stockton On The Forest, York, 
Yorkshire YO32 9UP

Inspection date: 1 July 2021

Overall effectiveness Outstanding

The quality of education Outstanding

Behaviour and attitudes Outstanding

Personal development Outstanding

Leadership and management Outstanding

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is outstanding

Children are happy and eager to learn in this homely setting. They thoroughly 
enjoy playing together and make good choices in their play and learning. Outside, 
younger children explore the natural environment and lead their own play. Staff 
enhance this play by skilfully interacting with children. Children are supported by 
staff to use their imagination. For example, they build a dinosaur bridge with crates 
and wooden planks. Younger children balance across the bridge and look to their 
trusted adult to help them if they wobble. All children show care and sensitivity 
towards each other, staff and the environment. Older children pour each other a 
drink at the dinner table while talking about what they like to eat.

Leaders and staff have ambition for every child and plan activities and experiences 
to help them achieve the best they can. They use their knowledge of the children's 
individual learning needs to plan the curriculum they offer. For example, in physical 
development, children squeeze, squash and mould the play dough to develop their 
muscles, preparing them to master a pincer grip. Parents are full of praise for the 
nursery and delight in their child's progress.

Staff encourage children's language and vocabulary. When digging in the 
allotment, children talk about the roots of the plant as it leaves the soil. Children 
understand how to keep themselves safe. For example, they listen carefully and 
follow instructions while toasting marshmallows around the fire.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Leaders and staff harness nature and the outdoor environment in every aspect 
of the curriculum. Children arrange the colours of flowers as they plant them, 
play in the water and show fascination in the hand pump. In the wider grounds, 
they show great concern as they safely bury a dead mouse and pick flowers for 
the grave. 

n The curriculum for communication and language is highly effective. Leaders and 
staff place great emphasis on developing children's speaking and listening skills. 
They model new words as they describe what they are doing. All children and 
staff enjoy sharing songs and stories together. Staff carefully choose songs to 
enhance children's play. They sing 'it's raining, it's pouring' as they sprinkle the 
hose pipe in the water.  

n Despite the staffing challenges posed by the COVID-19 (coronavirus) pandemic, 
the leader expertly mentors and deploys the staff to ensure children have high-
quality teaching throughout the day. The leader recognises staff's strengths and 
areas for development and use these to plan meaningful supervision and 
training. Staff speak highly of this mentorship programme and show their 
enthusiasm and thirst for professional development.
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n The vision and ethos of the setting are clearly communicated by the leader. 
They are implemented effectively and shared by the whole staff team. The kind 
and caring approach is also shared by the children, who consistently show 
positive behaviour. If a minor conflict occurs, children resolve it quickly and staff 
offer support to help them recognise how it makes them feel.  

n Leaders skilfully plan the environment to build on what children already know 
and can do. Children's physical development is carefully considered and planned 
for. The garden design includes small mounds for the younger children to 
explore through crawling, toddling and rolling. Children navigate the space well 
and gain confidence in themselves by observing their older peers. 

n Leaders and staff are highly aware of children's needs and individual family 
circumstances. They tailor the support they offer to ensure children's needs are 
being met. Staff actively seek support and work closely with other agencies. This 
means all children, and specifically those with special educational needs and/or 
disabilities, are accessing the support they need to make the best start in life. 
The on-site school staff confirm that their joint working successfully supports 
children's individual needs. Parents comment on leaders going 'above and 
beyond to help in any way they can' and the nursery being 'aware of and 
responsive' to their child's needs.

n Leaders plan experiences to help enrich children's lives and broaden their 
horizons. Before COVID-19, they worked with the local farmer to celebrate 
bonfire night with children and their families. During COVID-19, leaders have 
considered how children can still learn about the world around them. Children 
have used technology to reach out to grandparents who are isolating and share 
their experience of planting flowers and vegetables. 

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff and leaders know children and families very well and are alert to any 
concerns. Staff understand their own responsibilities in relation to safeguarding and 
whistle-blowing procedures at the nursery. Leaders have effective systems in place 
to identify any children or families who may need early help or support. They work 
closely with other agencies and professionals to ensure children and families are 
accessing the support they need. They keep staff informed of any changes to 
safeguarding legislation and to wider safeguarding issues. Staff access regular 
training and share this to ensure they are confident in fulfilling their responsibilities. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY558442

Local authority York

Inspection number 10175196

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 9

Total number of places 56

Number of children on roll 69

Name of registered person Sticky Fingers Tiny School Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP536359

Telephone number 01904 400244

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Sticky Fingers Tiny School registered in 2018. The provider employs 12 childcare 
staff, eight of whom hold appropriate qualifications at level 3 or above. The nursery 
is open from 8am until 6pm, Monday to Friday, all year round. It is usually closed 
on bank holidays and for a week over the Christmas period. The nursery provides 
funded early education for two-, three- and four-year-old children. 

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Katherine Lakes
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the setting received since the 2020-21 
COVID-19 pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic 
with the provider and has taken that into account in the evaluation of the 
setting.

n The inspector carried out a learning walk with the provider and discussed how 
the curriculum is delivered.

n The inspector observed the quality of teaching during activities and assessed the 
impact this has on children's learning. She spoke with staff and children during 
the inspection.

n The inspector completed a joint observation with the provider.
n The inspector held a meeting with the provider. She looked at relevant 

documentation and evidence of the suitability of staff working in the nursery.
n The inspector spoke with parents during the inspection and took account of their 

views.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.

Inspection report: Sticky Fingers Tiny School
1 July 2021 5

http://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report


The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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