
Inspection of Horrington House Pre 
School
The School House, Horrington, Wells, Somerset BA5 3EB

Inspection date: 1 July 2021

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Requires improvement



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children are happy and settled in the warm and welcoming environment of the pre-
school. Children take part in a wide range of activities, which they thoroughly 
enjoy. They develop high levels of independence, follow their interests, and share 
close relationships with one another and the staff.

Children are eager to explore, whether they are making patterns with paint or 
finding out what happens when they drop items into water to see if they float or 
sink. Children are very well behaved. They play harmoniously with one another, 
share resources and take turns well.

During the COVID-19 (coronavirus) pandemic, staff maintained communication 
with parents. Throughout this time and since the setting has fully reopened to 
children, staff have ensured a good two-way flow of communication between 
themselves and the parents. Although parents do not currently come into the 
setting, they receive daily information at drop-off and collection time about their 
child's day and learn about any progress their child has made. This helps parents to 
feel fully involved. There has been a big focus on supporting children in developing 
good physical skills since returning to pre-school. Staff have developed the indoor 
and outdoor areas to maximise and enable physical activity to support children's 
well-being.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Children thoroughly enjoy role play. They use their imagination well as they 
pretend that they are driving to Australia. They find the country on the world 
map, confidently showing staff where they will find it. They take on the role of 
important people of the moment, such as the Prime Minister, and talk about 
what they have done in their day. They dress up and use language well to 
negotiate their role.

n Children develop good communication skills. Staff and children talk about a 
variety of subjects and learn new vocabulary. However, occasionally, staff 
introduce new words, such as 'transparent' or 'investigate', but do not ensure 
that children know what these words mean.

n Children excitedly explore outside. They turn over logs and look for bugs, using 
photographs to help them identify what they find. They learn about the 
centipede, woodlouse and slugs, using magnifying glasses to look closely and 
compare the different insects.

n Children's behaviour is good. They are kind and respectful to the staff and one 
another. For example, children help each other if they trip or fall over outside. 
Children show acts of kindness as they give up their chair at lunchtime so that 
other children can sit next to their best friend.
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n The staff team meets regularly to reflect on their practice and the provision. 
They accurately identify areas for development and implement effective plans to 
ensure ongoing improvement. They regularly review the use of the outside area 
and introduce new activities, such as planting potatoes and strawberries. The 
children enjoy looking after the plants and take part in activities such as shelling 
peas to develop their physical skills further. This also helps them when holding a 
pencil and practising early writing in preparation for school.

n Children have lots of opportunities to count and use numbers in activities. Staff 
skilfully engage children by using their interests to increase their understanding. 
Children count small wheeled vehicles, such as tractors, or sort farm animals 
into categories. However, staff do not make the most of opportunities to 
encourage the children to make simple calculations or think about which 
numbers are bigger or smaller.

n Children have a good understanding of keeping healthy. Staff encourage 
children to follow good hygiene routines and talk to them about the importance 
of handwashing. Children are very independent in managing their self-care skills 
successfully. They have good social skills, showing good manners when enjoying 
mealtimes with their friends.

n Staff recognise how effective partnership working with parents has a positive 
impact on children's well-being and learning. Staff encourage parents to share 
children's learning at home. Parents are very happy with the provision and the 
progress that their children make. They comment that their children have grown 
in confidence since starting at the setting and are happy.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff have a good knowledge and understanding of child protection and are clear 
on their role and responsibility to keep children safe. Staff have a good knowledge 
of wider safeguarding issues and know what to do if they have a concern about a 
child's welfare. They carry out thorough risk assessments and remove hazards to 
minimise risks to children. Staff always remain vigilant and supervise children 
appropriately, engaging them in conversation to help them think about how they 
can keep themselves safe as well.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n develop further strategies to explore the meaning and sounds of new words
n extend opportunities for children to use the mathematical language associated 

with making simple calculations.
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Setting details
Unique reference number 143008

Local authority Somerset

Inspection number 10107057

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

2 to 4

Total number of places 16

Number of children on roll 20

Name of registered person Horrington House Pre-school Committee

Registered person unique 
reference number RP906604

Telephone number 01749 673 516

Date of previous inspection 2 May 2019

Information about this early years setting

Horrington House Pre School registered in 1987 and is situated in the grounds of 
Horrington Primary School in Wells, Somerset. It is open from 9am to 3.30pm, 
Monday to Friday, during term time only. The pre-school provides funding for the 
provision of free early education for children aged two, three and four years. There 
are four members of staff working with the children, including one currently on 
maternity leave. Of these, one has a childcare qualification at level 4 and two have 
qualifications at level 3.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Michelle Heimsoth
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the setting received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
setting and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the setting.

n The inspector and the manager completed a learning walk and discussed how 
the curriculum is organised.

n The manager and the inspector completed a joint observation.
n The inspector spoke to parents and read written feedback to get their views 

about the setting.
n Children spoke to the inspector and told her what they like about the setting.
n The inspector held discussions with staff and the manager at appropriate times 

throughout the inspection.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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