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standards of early 
years provision
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inspection

Met
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inspection

Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

This provision meets requirements

Children thoroughly enjoy the time they spend at this after-school club. They arrive 
cheerfully, and happily chat to their friends. Staff are at the door to greet children 
with a smile and join in their conversations. Children are kind and friendly to each 
other. For example, they support one another with tasks, such as hanging up coats 
and bags.

Children enjoy a wide variety of activities and resources, both indoors and in the 
large outdoor area. They concentrate and listen to staff intently as they explain the 
agenda for the afternoon. Children are particularly excited this week as they chose 
the 'superhero' theme and are looking forward to dressing up in their costumes.

Children take pride in having various responsibilities in the setting. Staff choose 
different children each day to wear lanyards and carry out specific tasks, for 
example caring for the caterpillars, which they hope will turn into butterflies.

Snacks and meals are very sociable events. Children and staff all sit around the 
table sharing stories from their day. Staff use this routine to get children's ideas for 
future activities. For example, they establish what unusual fruit children would like 
to try at snack time. 

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Children behave well at the club. They are kind and helpful to others, assisting 
younger children when they change into their costumes. Staff are good role 
models. They always demonstrate good manners towards children and other 
adults.

n Children enjoy a wide range of exciting activities. Staff supervise play well and 
encourage children's curiosity. They ask children meaningful questions and allow 
them plenty of time to respond. For example, children work as a group to build 
as tall a structure as possible. Staff ask children appropriate questions to support 
them to make it even higher.

n The newly established team has a clear vision for the setting. The manager talks 
enthusiastically about the changes she has already made. For example, she has 
changed the layout of the setting to a more open environment. The manager 
explains how it allows children to play and socialise within larger groups.

n The director has rigorous recruitment and induction procedures in place. This 
ensures all staff are suitable to work with children. Staff complete necessary 
training and have secure safeguarding and health and safety knowledge before 
starting in the setting.

n Staff work hard to establish a good relationship with the school. They share 

Inspection report: Dawn Until Dusk At Fairfield Park Lower School
30 June 2021 2



information about events of the day to provide additional support to children 
where necessary. Staff also have effective procedures in place when passing 
vital medication between settings.

n Parents and carers speak highly of the club. They comment on the friendly, 
flexible approach of the staff. Parents and carers value the way the club mirrors 
routines from home, for example the children eating meals as a group.

n Managers continually look to improve the setting. Parents and children regularly 
complete questionnaires. Managers use the feedback to highlight possible areas 
of development. The children's ideas are considered each term when planning 
themes and activities.

n All staff are knowledgeable about their responsibility in keeping children safe. 
They clearly explain the procedures to follow if a child has an accident at the 
setting. Staff encourage children to keep themselves and others safe. They 
explain the risks and possible consequences of their actions in an age-
appropriate manner. For example, when children become boisterous while 
playing superheroes, staff gently remind them of the rules and ask them why 
they are in place.

n Directors and area managers monitor staff performance through regular 
supervisions. They quickly establish any areas for development and deliver face-
to-face training and coaching. Staff can also access an online training bank with 
a variety of courses that are regularly updated. This supports staff to offer high-
quality care within the setting.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

Staff have a secure understanding of how to keep children safe. They know the 
signs and symptoms that could mean a child is at risk of harm. Staff know how to 
report any concerns to the appropriate authority in a timely manner. Directors and 
area managers have a rigorous recruitment and induction process in place. This 
ensures safeguarding procedures and information are securely embedded in staff's 
knowledge from the start. Staff supervise children well. They make sure children 
are always within sight, both inside and outside. 

Inspection report: Dawn Until Dusk At Fairfield Park Lower School
30 June 2021 3



Setting details
Unique reference number 2518500

Local authority Central Bedfordshire

Inspection number 10194574

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Out-of-school day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

4 to 9

Total number of places 29

Number of children on roll 100

Name of registered person Dawn Until Dusk Ltd

Registered person unique 
reference number RP902292

Telephone number 01234930505

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Dawn Until Dusk At Fairfield Park Lower School registered in 2019. The club 
operates from Monday to Friday during Central Bedfordshire school term time only. 
Sessions are from 7.30am until 8.45am and from 3.20pm until 6pm. The club 
employs two members of staff.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Antonia Campbell
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the setting received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
setting and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the setting.

n The inspector spoke to children, staff, and the owner at appropriate times during 
the inspection.

n The inspector spoke to several parents and took account of their views.
n The inspector considered the views of parents and children by viewing feedback 

questionnaires.
n The inspector looked at relevant documents, including evidence of the suitability 

of all staff.
n The inspector observed interactions between staff and children during activities.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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