School progress monitoring inspection report

Tashbar of Edgware
Mowbray Road, Edgware, Middlesex HA8 8JL

Inspection date
Overall outcome

9 June 2021
The school does not meet all of the
independent school standards that were
checked during this inspection

Main inspection findings
Part 1. Quality of education provided

Paragraph 2(1), 2(1)(a), 2(2), 2(2)(d), 2(2)(d)(ii), 2(2)(f), 2(2)(i)
 At the time of the previous inspection, activities and experiences for children in early
years did not cover all the areas of learning as set out in the statutory requirements.
Improvements in the early years curriculum mean that it now includes activities to
support children’s personal, social, emotional and physical development, as well as their
communication and language skills. For this reason, the requirements of 2(2)(f) are now
met.
 At the last inspection, plans for pupils’ personal, social, health and economic (PSHE)
education did not set out how leaders would promote respect for others, including those
with protected characteristics. Pupils had too little opportunity to learn about similarities
and differences between different traditions and cultures.
 Leaders have decided to introduce a new curriculum plan for PSHE education from
September 2021. They have also drafted a new PSHE education policy, which is due to
be considered by governors. Leaders have also consulted with parents and carers on the
introduction of a new policy on relationships education, along with curriculum plans for
this. These plans include opportunities for pupils to learn about different types of family.
They also include content about issues that may affect people with protected
characteristics, such as homophobia and stereotyping.
 However, because the planned changes to curriculum content have not yet been
introduced, they have not had an impact on the quality of provision. Pupils’ recent work
seen on inspection does not reflect leaders’ broader ambitions for their learning in PSHE
education.
 The standards in this part of the regulations continue to be unmet.

Part 2. Spiritual, moral, social and cultural development of pupils

Paragraph 5, 5(a), 5(b)(v), 5(b)(vi)
 At the time of the previous inspection, the opportunities for pupils to learn about the
diversity of modern British society were too limited. Pupils did not learn enough about
cultures other than their own.
 Leaders have introduced a series of ‘focus days’ covering a wide variety of themes, some
of which relate to other religions and cultures. However, the reasons for the choice and
sequence of the content of these activities remain too vague. There is no indication of
what pupils in different year groups are expected to learn from each activity, nor how
this may build on their previous learning. It is not clear what leaders intend pupils to
learn, for example, on a day devoted to ‘world religions’.
 Pupils remember learning about aspects of British life, such as Parliament and
democratic elections, which were being covered at the time of the last inspection.
However, they do not remember learning in depth about other faiths or cultures.
Opportunities for pupils to learn about and develop an understanding of the diversity of
modern British society remain restricted. This is not preparing them well enough for their
future lives.
 The standards checked in this part of the regulations remain unmet.
Part 3. Welfare, health and safety of pupils

Paragraph 7, 7(a), 7(b)
 Leaders have reviewed the school’s safeguarding policy to ensure that it takes account of
the most recent statutory safeguarding guidance.
 The standards in this part of the regulations are met.
Part 6. Provision of information

Paragraph 32(1), 32(1)(c)
 The school does not have a website. However, leaders make the school’s current
safeguarding policy available as a printed version when parents request a copy.
 The standards in this part of the regulations are met.
Part 8. Quality of leadership in and management of schools

Paragraph 34(1), 34(1)(a), 34(1)(b), 34(1)(c)
 At the time of the last inspection, the proprietor had not ensured that some standards in
parts 1 and 2 of the regulations were met.
 Since the last inspection, leaders have taken steps to review the curriculum and secured
improvements in the early years provision. They have consulted teachers and parents in
deciding on some aspects of curriculum content.
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 However, the actions leaders have taken have not ensured that all the independent
school standards are now met. Therefore, the standards in this part of the regulations
remain unmet.
Statutory requirements of the Early Years Foundation Stage
 At the time of the previous inspection, children did not have the opportunity to learn
across all the areas of learning set out in the statutory requirements. There were limited
opportunities for children to develop the knowledge of phonics needed to enable them to
learn to read. Children did not learn enough about how to stay healthy or about other
people and places. Teachers were not offering a structured approach to helping
children’s physical development.
 A new, structured programme for teaching children phonics was introduced in
September 2020. Teaching staff were provided with training to help them use this
programme before it was begun. New books that allow children to practise the letters
and sounds they are learning were purchased and are now in daily use in early years.
Teachers are providing daily phonics lessons to all children, and phonics is introduced to
children as soon as they begin to attend school. Teachers know more about how well
children are learning to read and use this knowledge to adapt lessons and activities.
Children are enjoying these improvements to early years.
 Leaders now expect teaching staff to follow a structured approach to plan for children’s
physical development. There is a wide range of activities on offer to children, both
indoors and outdoors, to support their physical development.
 Leaders are making sure that there are now opportunities for children to learn about
how to be healthy. Examples of children’s recent work show how they discover the
difference between safe and unsafe objects and how to make healthy food choices, for
example.
 Teachers are now setting up activities to help children learn about different places.
Children have recently been learning about Antarctica.
 The statutory requirements of the Early Years Foundation Stage are now all met.
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Compliance with regulatory requirements
The school does not meet the requirements of the schedule to the Education (Independent
School Standards) Regulations 2014 (‘the independent school standards’) and associated
requirements that were checked during this inspection, as set out in the annex of this
report. This included the standards and requirements that the school was judged to not
comply with at the previous inspection. Not all of the standards and associated
requirements were checked during this inspection.
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School details
Unique reference number

130826

DfE registration number

302/6081

Inspection number

10176656

This inspection was carried out under section 109(1) and (2) of the Education and Skills Act
2008, the purpose of which is to advise the Secretary of State for Education about the
school’s suitability for continued registration as an independent school.
Type of school

Other independent school

School status

Independent school

Age range of pupils

3 to 11

Gender of pupils

Boys

Number of pupils on the school roll

228

Number of part-time pupils

0

Proprietor

Tashbar of Edgware Ltd

Chair

Rabbi Keppel

Headteacher

Rabbi Moshe Cohen

Annual fees (day pupils)

£3,800 (voluntary contribution)

Telephone number

020 8958 5162

Website

None

Email address

office@tashbar.co.uk

Date of previous standard inspection

28–30 January 2020

Information about this school
 Tashbar of Edgware is an independent day school. It has an Orthodox Jewish ethos.
 The school is currently being led by an interim headteacher. A substantive
headteacher has been appointed and is due to take up her post in September 2021.
 The school is registered to admit up to 240 pupils aged between three and 11.
 The school’s most recent inspection was a full standard inspection in January 2020. It
was judged to be inadequate with several unmet standards.
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 The school was asked to submit an action plan to the regulating authority, which was
judged in October 2020 to be unacceptable.
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Information about this inspection
 This inspection was carried out at the request of the registration authority for
independent schools. The purpose of the inspection was to monitor the progress the
school has made in meeting the independent school standards and other requirements
that it was judged to not comply with at its previous inspection.
 This was the school’s first progress monitoring inspection and was conducted without
notice.
 Following the last full inspection in January 2020, the registration authority required the
school to prepare an action plan. The plan was evaluated by Ofsted in October 2020 and
found to not be acceptable.
 The inspector met with senior leaders to discuss actions taken to meet the independent
school standards. Curriculum plans and policies related to the unmet standards were also
examined.
 The school’s safeguarding policy was scrutinised.
 The inspector visited lessons in early years and met with a group of older pupils. The
inspector also heard some children read to a familiar adult and looked at some examples
of pupils’ work.
Inspection team
Andrew Wright, lead inspector
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Annex. Compliance with regulatory requirements
The school now meets the statutory requirements of the early years foundation
stage.
The school now meets the following independent school standards:
Part 1. Quality of education provided
– 2(2)(f) where the school has pupils below compulsory school age, a programme of
activities which is appropriate to their educational needs in relation to personal, social,
emotional and physical development and communication and language skills;
The school does not meet the following independent school standards:

Standards that were not met at the previous inspection and remain unmet at this inspection
Part 1. Quality of education provided
 2(1) The standard in this paragraph is met if–
 2(2) For the purposes of paragraph (2)(1)(a), the matters are–
– 2(2)(d) personal, social, health and economic education which–
– 2(2)(d)(ii) encourages respect for other people, paying particular regard to the protected
characteristics set out in the 2010 Act[9];
– 2(2)(i) effective preparation of pupils for the opportunities, responsibilities and
experiences of life in British society.
Part 2. Spiritual, moral, social and cultural development of pupils
 5 The standard about the spiritual, moral, social and cultural development of pupils at the
school is met if the proprietor–
– 5(a) actively promotes the fundamental British values of democracy, the rule of law,
individual liberty, and mutual respect and tolerance of those with different faiths and
beliefs;
– 5(b) ensures that principles are actively promoted which–
– 5(b)(v) further tolerance and harmony between different cultural traditions by enabling
pupils to acquire an appreciation of and respect for their own and other cultures;
– 5(b)(vi) encourage respect for other people, paying particular regard to the protected
characteristics set out in the 2010 Act;
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Part 8. Quality of leadership in and management of schools
 34(1) The standard about the quality of leadership and management is met if the
proprietor ensures that persons with leadership and management responsibilities at the
school–
– 34(1)(a) demonstrate good skills and knowledge appropriate to their role so that the
independent school standards are met consistently;
– 34(1)(b) fulfil their responsibilities effectively so that the independent school standards
are met consistently; and
– 34(1)(c) actively promote the well-being of pupils.

Inspection report: Tashbar of Edgware, 9 June 2021

Page 9 of 10

Any complaints about the inspection or the report should be made following the procedures set out in the
guidance ‘Raising concerns and making a complaint about Ofsted’, which is available from Ofsted’s website:
www.gov.uk/government/publications/complaints-about-ofsted. If you would like Ofsted to send you a copy
of the guidance, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.
Parent View
You can use Parent View to give Ofsted your opinion on your child’s school. Ofsted will use the information
parents and carers provide when deciding which schools to inspect and when and as part of the inspection.
You can also use Parent View to find out what other parents and carers think about schools in England. You
can visit www.parentview.ofsted.gov.uk, or look for the link on the main Ofsted website: www.gov.uk/ofsted.

The Office for Standards in Education, Children’s Services and Skills (Ofsted) regulates and inspects to
achieve excellence in the care of children and young people, and in education and skills for learners of all
ages. It regulates and inspects childcare and children’s social care, and inspects the Children and Family
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher training, further education and
skills, adult and community learning, and education and training in prisons and other secure establishments.
It assesses council children’s services, and inspects services for children looked after, safeguarding and child
protection.
If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print or Braille, please
telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.
You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format or medium, under the
terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/opengovernment-licence, write to the Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or
email: psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk.
This publication is available at http://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.
Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more information and updates:
http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.
Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD
T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted
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